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Advertiſement. 


Here preſent the Eng- 
WY liſh Reader with the 


fo 2 moſt diverting as well 

(IN as inſtructive Book that 
e France has produced 
theſe many Years. It is wrote with 
a Strength of Reaſoning, 4 Freedom 
of Thought, and a Vein of juſt Hu- 
mour, which that Nation was hardly 
thought capable of: and which is 
moſt ſurpriſing, notwithſtanding the 
ſuppoſed Impoſſibility of ſuch an Ate 
tempt, the Author has found a new 
Sett of Characters never before re- 
preſented in Europe. He bas open- 
ed to us a Scene of Action which 
wil ghe Curioſity of our moſt famous 
Travellers cowd never pierce into, 
A 2 and 


Advertiſement. , 


and given us ſo natural an Idea of the 
Manners of the Seraglio, the Thoughts 
and . Paſſions of a number of Women 


confined for the Pleaſures of a ſingle 
Man, and the Notions and Caſt of 


Mind of the Eunuchs whoſe whole 
Lives are ſpent in guarding and watch» 
ing them, that one wou'd almoſt be- 
lieve the Letters to be Genuine. 

If ever the Tranſlation of a French 
Book was neceſſary in a Country where 
"that Language is ſo much underſtood 
as in England, it is this, which in 
many places is ſo obſcure, that tho” I 
think I have had a tolerable experi- 
ence in this Tognue, yet without much 
Thought and even ſometimes conſulting 
of Friends, I own cou'd not have 
reach'd the Senſe. The Author, hur- 
ried away by the fire of his Wit, and 
the multitude of Thoughts crowding in 
upon him, cou'd not ſo well attend 
to Perſpicuity of Expreſſion. But if 
we often forgive an Author his want 
of Thought when his Language 1s 
ſmooth, ſure we may pardon the dark- 
neſs of Style in a Work where the 
Thoughts make' us ſo full amends /! 


— 


Advertiſement. 


L ſhall not pretend to inform the 
Public of the Name of the Author ;, 
if 1 knew it I wound bury it in eternal 
Silence. He has threaten'd us with ſo 
ſevere a Penalty if we enquire him out, 
namely, that of being ſilent from the 
moment he is diſcovered, that the 
World would have no great Obligati- 
on to any body's impertinent Curioſity, 
that ſhou'd make them pay for ſo tri- 
fling an Information with ſo invaluable a 
Loſs. 

Ace Author keeps his Promiſe of 
favouring us with more of theſe en- 
tertaining Performances, I ſhall con- 
tinue to put them in the beſt dreſs * | 
my Countrymen that I am able. 

For the better Inſtruction of the 
Readers, I have added a few Notes. 


John Ozelk 
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POSTSCRIPT 
To THE 
Engliſh Reader. 


"HO' in forming both Tables 
of Contents I have been the 
fuller, to the end ſome of the Au- 
thor's Alluſions might be the better 
underſtood; yet in many places of 
this Work, beſides thoſe already 
taken notice of, I'm apt to think 
the Reader will want a few more 
helps by way of Notes. 
For example: The firſt Letter 
in the Second Vol. is a fine Satyr 


not only on the Gentlemen of the 


French Academy, but on all others 
who pretend to fix tho Standard of 


2 


POSTSCRIPT. 
a living Language, like ' the mad 
Taylor who ſaid he cou'd make a 
Coat for the Moon. Thus much 
indeed is obvious to every Reader 
as alſo, that the Code of their Deci- 
ſions, the child of forty Fathers, can be 
nothing elſe but the Great French 
Dictionary, publiſht ſome years ſince 


by that Academy. But every En- 
FE Reader may not know that 
* 


the Baſtard who popt into the World 
beftre the other legitimate child, the 
Author means the Dictionary of 
Monſieur Furetiere, which he ſtole 
from the French Academy, and pub- 
liſht before theirs came out. For 
which raſcally Action they expell'd 
him. And ſince I'm upon this Ar- 
ticle, I ſhall beg the Reader's leave 
to go thro? with it. On occaſion 
of Furetiere's expulſion as aforeſaid, 
among other witty Conceits at that 
time there was {truck a {fort of Me- 
dal repreſenting un Etron, anglice, 
a 8 r verence: and round it theſe 
Words, in Latin, ab ejecto corporis 
ſanitas, Better out than in. 
Again; 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Again; in the ſame Letter con- 
eerning the French Academy, the 
Author talks of their being griping. 
I take this to hint at Monſieur Gra- 
nier another member of that Acade- 
my, who had defrauded an Orphan 
of a large Sum of Mony; for which 
they expell'd him too. On this oc- 
caſion a Medal (or ſomething like 
it) was ſtruck, repreienting a dpider 
hung in its own Webb, with theſe 
words round it, in Italian, Lauora 
per impiccarſi, Takes pains to be 
hang'd. | 

The reſt muſt be deferr'd till: 
another Opportunity. | 


Perſian | 


bs: Rd Bd Eb 


= 


an 


Haufen Letters. 


. Shall write no Epiſtle 
© Dedicatory , nor de- 
mand Protection for 
SS - 221 this Book. It will be 
read, if it is good; if 
bad, 1 care not whether it be read 
or no. | 
I have begun with theſe Lets 
ters, to try the Taſte of the Publick. 
I have many more in my Cabinet, 
which may be publiſh'd in time. 
But it is upon Condition that I 
am not found out ; for as ſoon as 
my Name is known, I am filent 
for ever. I know a Lady who 
walks very well, and yet limps if 
any one looks on her. The faults 
of the Work may ſatisfy the Cri- 
ticks, 


2 Perſian Letters, _ 
| ticks, ere thoſe of 
des 


my Perſon to them. Beſides; were it 
_ told who Jam, every one would cry, 
Tis like him: His Book is his true 
Character: He might have em- 
ploy'd his Time better: It does 
not become a Man of Gravity. 
The Criticks never mifs theſe Re- 
flections, becauſe little or no Wit 
is required in hitting upon them. 
The Perſians who wrote theſe 
Letters, lodg'd at my Houſe: We 
liv'd together ; and as they look'd 
upon me as one of another World, 
they conceal'd nothing from me. In- 
deed. *twas hardly poſſible for men 
at ſuch a diſtance from Home to 
have Secrets that could affect me; 
and accordingly they communicated - 
to me the greateſt Part of their 
Letters. I took Copies of em, 
and laid my Hands on ſome which 
they wou'd willingly have kept 
from me, as — a little too 
much the Perſian Vanity and Jea- 
louſie. 8 


Thus 


Perflan"Letters 3. 
Thus I am a e 
My greateſt Trouble was to make 
this Work as conformable as I 
cou'd to our Manners, I have en- | 
deavour'd to eaſe the Reader as 
much as poſſible with reſpect to the 
Afaatic Style, and have left out a- 
bundance of ſublime Expreſſions, 
which would have carry'd him in- 
to the Clouds, and tir'd him with 
their Sublimity, 
This however is not all I have 
done for him. I have curtail'd the 
long Compliments, of which the 
Orientals are more prodigal than 
even we our ſelves ; and have left 
cout moſt. of thoſe minute Paſſages, 
which cannot well bear the Light, 
and ought always to be buried be- 
tween Friends. | 
If moſt of thoſe that have pub- 
b liſh'd Collections of Letters had 
b done the ſame thing, there would 
ou ſcarce have been enough left to 
trouble the Preſs with. 552 
I can't help obſerving, that I have 
been often ſurpriz'd to find theſe 


Fer- 
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Perſians as well inſorm'd as my ſelf 
of the Manners and Cuſtoms of our 
Nation. Even the niceſt Circum- 
ſtances have not eſcap'd them; as 
they have done many Germans who 
have travell'd thro' Franre. I im- 
pute it to their long Abode among 
us, without reckoning that it 1 
eaſier for an Afatic to learn the 
French Manners in ene Year, than 
for a French Man to learn thoſe of 
Ala in four; becauſe the former 
diſcover as much as the latter con- 
ceal themſelves. | 
Cuſtom permits every Tranſlator, 
nay every barbarous Commentator, 
to adorn the Head of his Verſion, 
or his Gloſſary, with the Panegy- 
rick of the Original, and to {er 
forth its Utility, Merit and Ex- 
cellence. I have done no ſuch thing. 
The Reaſons are eaſily gueſs'd at. 
One of the beſt is, that it would 
be very tedious, in a Place of it 
{elf generally very inſipid; I mean, 
à Preface. 


LET - 


25 ſcarch o — 7 


LI TIA 1. 


Usbek to bis Friend Ruſlan, 


An h Ifpahan. 


F ſtay'd but one Day at 


Con when we had paid 
our Deyotions. at the 
TLomb of the Virgin 
en who brought forth 


twelve Prophets, we proceeded on 
our Journey, and arriy'd yeſterday at 


Tanaris, being the twenty fifth of 


our Departure from 7/þa an. 


- Rica and J are perhaps the two 


firſt Eerflans that ever le "choir own 
Country out of a deſire of Know- 


ledge _ 1 Ir Toh the ſweets 
for che laborious 


We were born in 2 Hlouriſhing 
Ringdom; but we did not believe 
there Was "nothing to be-learnt _ 


* 1 — 


6 Perſian Letters, 
of its Limits; or that there was no 
Light but the Oriental, by which. 
we could be illuminated. : 
. Tell me what they ſay of our Tra- 
vels. Don't flatter me. I do not ex- 
pectmanyApprobators. Direct to me 
at Erzeron, where I ſhall ſtay ſome - 
time. Adien, dear Ruſtan; and 
be aſſur'd that wherever I am, thou 
wilt always have a faithful Friend. 


Tauris, 15th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1717, 


— 
— 


1 
: 


Lairrss I. 


Usbek to the Chief Black Eu- 
ach att his Serail in Iſpahan. 


HOU art the faithful Guar- 
| dian of the faireſt Women 
in Perſia. I have truſted with 
thee the deareſt things in the 
World. Thou haſt in thy Hands 
the Keys of thoſe fatal Doors, that 


are never open'd but to me. 


* 


. 


7 


Whilſt thou! watcheſt over the 
Treaſure of my Heart, it is at reſt, 
and in an entire Security. Tho 


art upon Guard in the Silence f 


the N hes and the Tumult of the 
Day. Thy indefatigable Cares ſup- 
. "Videub" When it ſtaggers. 
eth the Women thou guardeſt wou'd 
go away, thou depriv ſt them of all 
hope of doing it. Thou art the 
Flail of Vice, and this Pillar of Fi- | 
delity. | | 
Thou bohnen e then. and 
thou art obey d. Thou doſt what- ; 
ever they will of thee," and ns 
do implicitely whatever thou will 
of them, according to the Laws of 
the Serail. Thou makeſt it thy Glory 
to render them the meaneſt Servi- 
ces, and with Reſpect and Fear 
ſubmitteſt to their lawful Orders: 
Thou ſerveſt them as the Slave of 
their Slaves; and as Maſter in thy 
turn, commandeſt them as ſove- 
reignly as I do my ſelf, when 
thou art apprehenſive of any Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Laws of Chaſtity 
and Modeſty. 8 
VoL. I. B 7 


8 Perften Letters. 
Remember that I riys'd thee 
from nothing; and, from theloweft 
of my Slaves, lifted thee to the 
Office thou art now poſleſs'd of; 
the Charge of the Delights of my 
Soul. Behave thy {felt with the 
moſt profound Submiſſion towards 


_ thoſe that divide my Love: but at 


the ſame time make em ſenſible of 
their extreme Dependance. Pro- 
vide for them all innocent Plea- 
ſures. Deceive their Diſquiets; 
amuſe them with Muſick, Dances, 
and delicious Liquors. Perſwade 
them to meet oſten. If they would 
go into the Country, carry them 
Thither: But take care that no iſ 
_—_ comes near them. Exhort 
them to Cleanlineſs, the Image of 
the Purity of the Soul. Talk fre- 
ly of me to them: I long to 
fee them in that charming Place 
of which themſelves are the great- 
eſt Ornament. 5 


Tauris, 1875 -of "the M003 


Saphar, 17 T1. 5 
Ler- 


Perfian Letters. 
LET TEX UL. 
Zachi zo Usbek, at Tauris- 


7 E order'd the chief Eunuch 
VV to carry us into the Coun- 
He will tell thee that no Ac- 
cident befell us. When we were to 
croſs the River, and quit our Lit- 
ters; we, according to Cuſtom, 
put our ſelves into "Cafes: Two 
Slaves carry'd us on their Shoulders, 
and we efcap'd the Eyes of all 
Men. s 8180 
How can I live, dear Usbek, in 
thy Serail at Ipaban; in thoſe 
Places where I eternally call to 
mind my paſt Pleaſures; where my 
Deſires every day ſuffer freſh Vi- 
olence? I wander from one Apart- 
ment to another, always fearching, 
but T never find chee. Inſtead of 
thee, I meet a cruel Remembraner 
of my loſt Happinefs. Sometimes 
I'm in the Place, Where T firſt re- 
ceiv'd thee in my Arms: ſome- 
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times in that where thou decidedſt 
the famous Diſpute among thy 
Wives. Each of us pretended to be 
ſuperior to the other in Beauty. 
We preſented our ſelves before thee, 
after ping put our Inventions 
to the Rack, to dreſs our ſelves 
out to the beſt Advantage. 
With Pleaſure didſt thou behold 
the Wonders of our Art. Thou 
admiredſt the Ardency of our Paſ- 
ſion, and the Extent of our Imagi- 
nation to pleaſe thee; but ſoon 
5 didſt thou give up all thoſe borrow'd 
16 Charms, and fix thy Eyes on the 
m7; Graces of Nature. Thou deſtroy dſt 
'H all our Work. We muſt ſtrip our 
1 | ſelyes of thoſe Ornaments that in- 
1 commoded rather than ſerv'd us. 
| We muſt appear before thee in our 
1 A native Simplicity. W hat car'd I for 
4 Modeſty! I was inſpir'd with an 
ly Ambition to conquer. Oh happy 
1 Usbet, what Worlds of Charms 
48 were then in thy View? We ſaw 
133 thy Eyes a long while roving from 
5 | Enchantment to wn A 
5 long 
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long while thy Soul remain'd in 
doubt, where to fix. Every new 
Grace demanded a Tribute. We 
were in an Inſtant cover'd with th 
Kiſſes. Thy curious Glances reach'd 
the moſt ſecret Places. A thouſand 
different Poſtures are preſented to 
thy View. Thou command'ſt us 
with Pleaſure, and with Tranſport 
we obey. I own, Usbek, a Paſſion 
ſtronger than Ambition inſpir'd me 
with the Hopes of pleaſing thee. 
I inſenſiby perceiv'd that thy Heart 
was mine. Thou took'ſt me. Thou 
left'ſt me. Again thou took'ſt me, 
and I knew how to keep thee: 
Mine was the Triumph, and Def- 
pair my Rivals. It ſeem'd as if there 
were only we two in the World, 
and nothing elſe in it worth our 
Care, Wou'd to Heaven my Rivals 
had had the Courage to ſtay and 
ſee what Tokens of Love I receiv'd 
from thee. Had they been Witneſ- 
ſes of my Raptures, they wou'd 
have ſeen the Difference between 
my Love and theirs; they wou'd 

B 3 have 


N 
9 


but my Sighs are not heard; 
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have ſeen, that though they might 
diſpute. Charms wth _ 155 
cou'd never pretend to be ſo ſenſible 
of the Joy as I was —— But where 
am I? whither does this vain Re- 
lation lead me? Tis a Misfortune 
not to have been belov'd; but tis 
an Affront to be belov'd no more. 
Thou leav'ſt us, Usbek, to go rams 
bling in barbarous Climates. How 
then! Doſt thou think 'tis nothing 
to be beloy'd; Ah Usbek, thou 


not know what thou loſeſt. I agh, 


weep, and thou doſt not ſee my 
Tears. Love ſeems to live in this 
Serail, and thou art fo inſenſible 
as to fly from it. Ah my dear Uþ- 


bel, how happy wou'dſt thou be, 


didſt thau know thy own Happi- 
neſs ! 


From the Serail at Fatme, the 21 
of the Moon, Maharram, 1711. 


L «+: 


E1* 
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Zephis es Usbek, af Erzerort. 


HE black Monſter has at laſt 
refoly'd to throw me into De- 
ſpair. He wou'd by force take from 
me my Slave Zelida, Zelida, who 
has ſerv'd me with ſo much Aﬀecti- 
on, and has ſo nice a Hand in 
whatever relates to Ornaments and 
Graces. He was not fatisfy'd with 
the Grief that attended this Sepa- 
ration, he wou'd have it accompa- 
ny'd with Diſhonour. The Traytor 
wou'd inſtmuate that there as ſome- 
thing criminal in the Confidence I 


phac'd in her; and becauſe} he was 


tir'd with ſtaymg behind a Door, 
where J had poſted him, he pre- 
ſum'd to ſuppoſe he heard or ſdw 
what I never did fo much as ima- 
gine. I am very unfortunate. Nei- 
ther my Retirement nor my Vir- 
tue can defend me from extrava- 
gant Suppofitions. A vile Slave at- 

B 4 tacks 
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tacks me in thy very Heart, and EF 
muſt defend my ſelt. No: I value 
my ſelf too . to deſcend to 
Juſtifications.. I will haye no Gua- 
rantee for my Conduct, but thy ſelf, 
but thy Love and mine, we, if J 
muſt tell thee ſo, dear Usbek, >... 
Tears. | 


From the Serail at Fatme the vel of 
the Moon Maharram, 1711, 


- =. 4 


LETT EA V. 


Ruſtan o Usbek, at Erzeron | 


HOU art the Subject of all 
the Diſcourſe of Thobas, They 
talk of nothing but thy leaving it, 
Some attribute it to Levity of Mind; 
others to Chagreen. Thy Friends 
only defend, thee, and they con- 
vince no Body. They cannot com- 
+0 that thou canſt quit thy 

ives, thy Relations, thy Friends, 


to viſit Climates unknown to the 
2 ans. 
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Perſians. Rica's Mother is incon- 
ſoleable, and demands of thee her 
Son, whom ſhe ſays thou haft ſto- 
len from her. For my part, dear 
Usbek; J am naturally diſpos'd to, 
approve of whatever thou doll, but 
cannot forgive thy Abſence; and 
thy Reaſons for it have no weight 
with my Friendſhip. Adieu. LoVe 
me always. 22 per eee 


Ifpahan, 28th of the Moon | ; — * 
Rebiab 1, 1711. | Nt 1 
LETTER VI. 


Usbek to his Friend Neſſi 
at Iſpahan. 


1. 
1 Day's Journey from Erivan 

we left the Territories of 
"erfia, and criter'd the Turkiſh Do- 
inions. Twelve Days after that 


> arrly'd at Erzeron, where we 
ay'd three or four Months. | 


By L 


a 
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I muſt own to thee, Neſir, I 
felt a ſecret Grief when I loſt Gght 
of Perſia, and found my ſelf in the 
midſt of perfidious O/maniins. Ac- 
cording as I advance in the Coun- 
try of theſe Infidels, I grow my 
ſelf more and more an Infidel. 

My Country, my Family, my 
Friends are ever in my Thoughts; 
my Tenderneſs awakes; a certain 
Uneaſineſs ſeizes me, and ſhews 
that I have undertaken too much 
for my Repole. 

But what troubles me moſt is 
my Wives. I cannot think of them, 
without the moſt tormenting Care. 

Nat that I love them, Neſir. I 
am on that account in a State of 
Inſenſibility. I have no Deſires. 
Living in fo numerous a, Serail, I 
prevented Love, and deſtroy'd; him 
by himſelf. But as inſenſible as F 
am of Deſtre, I am not fo of Jea- 
touſy ;. F conſider them as a Com- 
pany of Women. left almoſt. to 
themſelves, with a parcel af ſorry 
Fellows to take Charge of them. 1 

| | ſhould 
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ſhould hardly think my ſelf ſaſe, 

were my Slaves faithful. But what 

will come of it, if they ſnauld not be 

ſo? What melancholy News may 

J receive n the remote Countries, 
C 


thro* which 1 am about to travel? 
'Tis a Misfortune, for which my 
Friends cannot fi Relief. 


Serail is a Place, the Secrets of 
which they ought not to be ac- 
Jane with: And what cou'd 
22 do by 2 J better N 
things paſs with Impunity, than 
make a Noe of N Cor 
rection? Dear Neſir, I reſt all my 
Cares in thy Boſom, and tis all the 
Comfort I have in my preſent Gone 
dition. A 


Erzeron, 10th of the Moon 
Rehiab 2, 1711. 


LIT. 
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E 2 S two Months, dear Usbek, 
IJ fince thou left'ſt me, and yet 
L can fcarce think thou art gone; 
fo full is my Heart of Trouble, 
and ſo little © capable of Reaſon, 1 
run about the Serail as if thou 
wert ſtill there, and I cannot ſatis: Wl 
fy my ſelf to the contrary. What il. 
wouldſt thou Have become of a Wo- 
man who loves thee, and was ac- Wl . 

V 

t 


- 


_ euftom'd to thy Embraces; whole 
only Employment was to give thee 
new- Proof, of ber Tendernels? 
Free by the advantage of her Birth, 
a Slave by the violence of her 
PPV 
When I marry'd thee, my Eyes 
had never ſeen the Face of a Man, 
and never haye they to this day 
ſeen any one but * thee; for I do 


. << — 
** 
— - dm. tit K A. 


* The Women in Perſia are ſhut up mort 
cloſely. than the Turkiſh er Indian Women. 
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not reckon thoſe frightful Creatures, 
the Eunuchs, to be Men; and tis 
their leaſt Imperfection, that they 
are not ſo. When I compare th 
Beauty with their Deformity, P 
cannot 1 thinking my ſelf hap- 
py. My Imagination cannot fur- 
niſh- me with an Idea more raviſn-—- 
ing, than the Charms of thy en 
chanting Perſon. I ſwear to thee, 
Usbek, if I were allow'd to leave 
this Place, to which the — 


of my Condition confines me; if 
could get away from thoſe that are 
on the Watch all a- round me; if IL 
were to chuſe among all the Men 
that live in this Capitol of Nations, 
I ſwear to thee, Usbek, thou only 
ſnould'ſt be my Choice. There 
cannot be a Man in the World who 
deſerves to be belov'd,: but thee. 
Don't think that thy Abſence 
has made me neglect a Beauty which 
is dear to thee. Tho“ no Body is 
to have a Sight of me; tho? all the 
Ornaments of Dreſs which I make 
ule of are uſeleſs to thy Happineſs,. 
L ſtrive to entertain my ſelf in _ ; 
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bit of pleaſing, I never go to Bed 
mod delicious Effences. I remem- 
ber the happy time when thau 
cam'ſt to my Arms. A flattering 
Dream feduces me, and ſhews me 
the dear Objett of my Love; and 
as my Imagination is delighted with 
its Hopes, ſo it is loſt in its Deſires. 
Sometimes I hope thou wilt be tir d 
with the Fatigues of 12 


ki return to thy Serail. 


N wick fuch Night 


h awake or aflecp are 
Ake val vain. I ſeek thee by my Sides 
and. thou ſeem'ſt to fly from me. 
The Fire that devours me, dif 
es theſe Enchantments it ſelf, 
and calls my wandring Spirits. 1 
find my ſelf then ſo animated 
Thou win not believe it, Halt,, 
but tis impoſſible to live in this 
Condition. 'Fhe Fire burns in my 
Veins. Why can't I wry pr to 
thee what I feel ſo ſenfibly ! 
1 I wou” — pr 
Empire of the World for — Kiſs 
of hr How ankappy is the Wo- 


man, 
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man, whoſe Deſires are ſo violant, 
to be deprived of him who can on- 
ly _ them; who, deliver'd up 

to her ſelf, and having nothing tis 
divert her, maſt. live in a ant 
courſe of Sighs, and the Fury-of a 
rovok'd. Paſſion; who, far from 
being happy her ſelf, has not the 
Advantage of ſerving to make ano= 
ther fo. Uſeleſs Ornament of a 
Serail, kept for the Honour and 
not for the Happineſs of her Hus- 

band. 5 

Lou Men are very cruel; you 
are pleas'd that we have Defires- 
which we cannot fatisfie, and you 
treat us as the” we had none; tho” 
you would be very ſorry if we had: 
not. You believe they will be en- 
flam'd at fight of you, after: the 
longeſt Movxtzficatiens. A Man 
cannot cafily make: bimfelf be be- 
loy'd and. the "—_ way 1s to 

obtain from out Complexion, what 
you dare not hope from your Me- 
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Adieu; my dear Usbel, ACE | 
Aſſure thy ſelf that I live only to a- 
dore thee; my Soul is full 0 thee; 
and thy Abſence, inſtead of making 
me forget thee, would encreaſe my IM | 
Love, if it was poſſible for it to Ml; 
be more violent. ; 3 

f 


From: the cork at Iſpaban Ane R 
the 12th of the Moon Re- os | 
biab 1, 1711. | 
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Usbek to his Friend Ruſtan, 
A Iſpahan. 


Received yours at Erzeron; where 
I ſtill remain. I did not doubt 
þ bus my Departure would make a 
Noiſe, nor am I in pain about it. 
What wouldſt thou have me 
purſue; the Prudence of my Ene- \ 
mies, or my own? 
I was very young when I came 
firſt to Court. I may preſume to 


lays 


1 
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ſay, my Heart was not corrupted 
| there. I form'd a great Deſign to 
my ſelf, and durſt even there be 
Virtuous. Aſſoon as I knew Vice 
I fled it; but drew nearer it after- 
wards, to pull off its Mask. I car- 
ry'd Truth as far as the foot of the 
Throne. I talkt a Language till 
then unknown. I put Flattery out 
of countenance, and at the ſame 
time ſurpriz'd both the Adorers and 
the Idol. <3 nn RE + 

But when I found my Sincerity 
had made. me Enemies, that the 
Miniſters were jealous of me, and 
[ was not at all in favour with the 
Prince; that in a corrupt Court I 
could not ſupport my ſelf by ſolid 
virtue, I reſolv'd to quit it. I 
e feign'd a great attachment to the 
t sciences; and by feigning it ſome 
a time, did indeed acquire it. I no 
„more concern'd my ſelf with At- 
e” fairs, but retir'd to a Country- 
I Houſe. This Retirement had its 
Nlnconveniencies. I was ſtill ex- 
e pos'd to the Malice of my Enemies, 
0 WL and 


44, Dei Lat 


2 Nr = 1 any way left to de- 
| ainſt it. Some {es 
_ oe 085 d me to look to 
my ſelf; I could think of no bet- 
ter Security than Exile; and my 
Retirement from Court furniſh'd 
me with a plauſible Pretence for it. 
| waited on the King, and told 

him the Deſire I had to be inſtru- 


Ceed in the Sciences of the Wet. 


I inſinuated to him, that my Fravels 

' might be ufeful to the Publick. 18 

found Favour in his ſight. E de = 

ted, and deprived. my 

Victim. 

This, Aran, e 
tive Gow Travels. Let babe 

talk, * not but to ſuch s 

love me; leave my Enemies ta their 

malicious Interpretations. I ſhould 

be too happy if it was the only E. 

vil that could befall me. 

They talk of me at this time, 
perhaps hereafter” 1 ſhall be too 
much forgotten, and that m 
Friends No, Ruftan, I wil 
not give way to this melancholy jec 

Thought. Ca 
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Thought. - I ſhall always. be dear 
to them, and depend upon their Fi- 
delity, as I do on thine. 


Erzeron, the 20th of the Moon | 
Gemmadi 2, 1711, ; 


Lair ER IX, | 
The Chief Eunuch to Ibbi, at 
_ Exzeron. | 


T HO U followeſt thy ancient 
Maſten in his Travels. Thou 
2 thro* Provinces. and King- 

No Chagrins can make a- 
ny Impreſſion upon thee. Exery 
moment preſents, thee with ſome- 
thing new. Whatever thou ſeeſt 
diverts, thee, and makes thy Time 
paſs away imperceptibly. 

Tis not the ſame with me, who 
am ſhut up in a terrible Priſon, al- 
ways ſurrounded with the ſame Ob- 
jects, and tormented: with the ſame 


Cares; under the weight of which, 


and 
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and fifty 'Yers Di er 1 groart, 
and am N00 to ſink. I can truh 
ſay, that in 25 whole courſe of 1 
long Life, I have not known one 
chearful Day, nor one Moment's 
Eaſe. When my Maſter came to 


the cruel. Reſolution to truſt his 
Women with me, and ſeduced me 


by a thouſand Promiſes and Threats, 
to part with my ſelf for ever; be- 
ing wear A Service, L re- 
ſolv'd to ſacrifice my Paſſions tom 


E and my Fortune. Wretc 


as I was ! I foreſaw what I ſhou'd 
not ſuffer,” but not what I ſhou'd. 
I Aatter'd my ſelf with the Gain 
but did not conſider the Loſs. 
hop'd to be deliver'd from the At 
ſaults of Love, by an Impotence of 


ſatisfying it. Alas! the Effect ot 


the Paſſions is extinguiſh'd in 
me, without extinguiſhing the 
Cauſe; and very far from relieying 
me, mine were continually enrag'd 
by the Objects with which I was 
environ'd. IT enter'd the Serath 
where every thing inſpir'd me with 

Regret 


Wal CY Y © wc cm mm” ..i. oc iuco 
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Regret for the Loſs I had ſuſtain d. 
Every minute offer'd new Excite» 
ments to Deſire. The natural Gra- 
ces which charm'd my Eyes, at 
the ſame time prey d upon my 
Heart. The Beauties that were 
expos d to me, made me look on 
the Man that poſſeſt them with the 
moſt wracking Envy. In this 
Thought, I could. not lead a Lady 
to my Maſter's Bed, I could not 
ſerve her in her Undreſs, but as 

ſoon as L return'd to my Chamber 
my Heart was ſeiz d with Rage, 
and my Soul with horrid Ve: 
ſpair. TR Ar 
Such was my miſerable Vouth. 
was my ſelf my only Confident, 
Conſum'd with Sorrow and Care, 
my Life was my greateſt Burthen; 
and I was forc'd to look, as ſeverely. 
as I cou'd, on thoſe very Women 
whom I deſir'd to gaze on with. 
the moſt tender Glances: I ſhou'd. 
have been ruin'd, had they obſery'd 
me. What Advantage wou'd they. 
not have taken of it;? ; 
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I remember when I once wilted 
on a Lady at her Bath, I was ſo 
rtranfported, that I was nd more 
own Maſter, and had the Bol 
to lay my Hand on a moſt formida- 


ble Place. I prefently thought off 
what T had done, and Shi char Do l 
would be my laſt. However I had 
the good luck to efcape the thou 
ſand Deaths which threaten'd mec 
but the Beauty, who was the Caulk f. 
and the Witneſs of my Weaknels, p 
made me pay dear for her Silence, ti 
and often oblig'd me afterwards tom 
make Compliances, every one "off in 
which put my Life in danger. th 
At laſt, the Fire of Youth is pal al 
I am old, and on that ac lir 
count in a State of Tranquility. all 
look on the Women with Indiffe thi 
rence, and return upon them rhe the 
fame Contempt, and the ſame Tor aly 


ments, which they havr made no. 
ſuffer. I always call to mind that! 
was born to command them; and 
methinks I become a Man again on 
certain occaſions, where my u 

N Autho- 


\ 
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authorizes me to do it ſtill. I hate 
them, ſince I -ceas'd to love 
and Reaſon has remoy'd the Veil 
which concealPd their Weakneſſes. 
Tho' I guard them for another, 1 
have a fecret Pleaſure in being o- 
bey'd by them; and when I deprive 
. What they would have, it 
ſeems as if it was on my own AC» 
count, and I have an indirect Satis- 
faction in it. I am like a little Em- 
peror in the Serail 3 and my Ambi- 
tion, the only Paſſion thut is lefe 
me, receives a little Contentment 
in that. I pride in the De 
they have upon me, and in 
always to them. 1 — 
take upon me che Hutred of 
all theſe Women, which · fixes me 
the faſter in my qo 3 nor do 
they find an Ingrate in me. I am 
always a 1 * their moſt in- 
nocent P (hr and ſtand always 
before them like an immoveable 
Barrier. They form Projects, und 
on a ſudden put a ſtop to them. T 

am prepar'd with Repulſes, and 


have 


if £35 
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ever they propoſe any thing. I am 


- eternally teazing them with the 


LI Pann eget Yn ———————————— 
” * 


ſire to ſerve them. 


have my Diſguſts as well as they; 


e — _ Cn - — 8 
— , — 1 n ow : *- 
— — — - = 8 F * * A — > 2 
1 


have Scruples always at hand, when- 


continually talking to them of Du- 
ty, Virtue, Chaſtity, Modeſty; and 


Weaknels of their Sex, and the Au- 
thority I have over them. I then 
complain of the Obligation I ſye 
under, to uſe ſuch Severity; and 
ſeem as if I would have them be- 
lieve I had no other Motive than 
their Intereſt, and an extream De- 


r et: £1 
:: Notwithſtanding all this, I roo 


and, in my turn, meet with an infi: 
nite variety of Vexations. Theſe 
revengeful Creatures are every day 
projecting how to be quit. wit 
me; and fo they are ſometimes, with 
a vengeance. The turns of Rule 
between us, are like the ebbing 
and flowings of the Sea. - They 
charge me daily with the molt 
mortifying Services. They affect a 
Scorn which is without Example: 
And, without any reſpect to my 

bt Years 
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ears, they frequently. call me u 
en times al be, 7 has for © 
eaſt Trifles. I'm wearied to death 
With their repeated Orders, Com- 
ands, Employments, and Caprices. 
They relieve one another to keep 
ne in Exerciſe, and one wou'd _ 
hink there's a Succeſſion of 
himſeys among them. Some- 
mes they pleaſe - themſelves with 
wing me the Alarm; and oblige 
e to redouble my Cares, by falſe 
ſinuations againſt one another. 
ometimes they let me know, that 
young Man has been ſeen lurking 


5 dout the Walls. At other times, 
elt a Noiſe has been heard, or a 
ayWetter been deliver'd. All this 
if ves me Diſquiet ; and they do but 


ugh at it. It tickles them to ſee 
dw 1 am vex'd at it. Sometimes 
ey U tye me behind a Door, and 


: | 
— ep me there Night and Day. ll 
oll bey are very skilful in coun- 1. 
e feiting Diſeaſes, Swoonings, 1 


ights. They never want a Pre- 
ce to gain their Point of me. 
Fot. I At 
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_ warrant. for them to chaſtiſe me 
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2 heard 3 Moments in which hee 
refuſe them nothing, and in-which 


Obedience, and a Complailance 
Office to refuſe them on theſe. acs 


caſion 7 wou'd be a thing neve 
beard of; and if I ſhould diſpute 


having ſo many Enemies in 
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Ar ſuch times Im bound to a blind 


without limits. For a Man in my 


their Orders, twould be a fu flacient 


J had rather, dear i, loſe. my 
'Life, than be humbled after tha 
baſe manner. 8 | 
This is not all. Lam never ſur 
of my Maſter's Favour - a momes 


Heart always contriving how. t 
ruin me. And theſe. Enemies ha 
certain Moments in which Fcan't! 


muſt needs be always in the wrong 
F lead Women enrag'd to the Bt 
of my Maſter. Do you think they 
do me any Service, and that wt 
Side will be. the ſtrongeſb? 
not J well be afraid of their Ten 
their Sighs, their Embraces,. at 
even their eaſures. They are 1 
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the Scene of their Friumphs, and 
their Charms become terrible to me. 
Preſent Services in a minute efface 
all my paſt ones; and who can an- 
ſwer fot a Maſter who is no longer 5 
himſelf? 
How often have I lain down in 
Favour, and riſen in Diſgrace? 
What had I done the day that I 
vas ſo baſely laſh'd round the Se- 
rail? I left a Woman in my Ma- 
*. Arms: As ſoon. as ſhe ſaw he 
as inflam*d, ſne port*d 'out'# tor- 
ent of Tears, : She eomplain'd, and 
anag'd her Complaints fo well, 
hat Gs grew” upon her as faft: a» 
ove grew upon him. How cou'd 
have defended: my ſelf in ſo criti- 
al a minute? I was undone when 
leaſt thought of it. I was the 
ictim of an amorous Negotiation, 
nd a Treaty form'd by SY a4 
uch, dear Hobi, is the cruel 

ion in which I have — 
V 0 5 


C 2 i how 


— 
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How happy art thou, whoſe Du- 
ty is confin'd only to the Perſon 
of Usbek. Tis eaſie for thee to 
pleaſe him, and preſerve: his good 
Graces as long as thou liv'ſt. 


From the Serail at Iii pahan, the laſt 
of the Moon Saphar, 1711. | 
__ l; 
LETTER X. 9 


Mirza to his Friend Usbek, 
at Erzeron. 

* HO VU vert the only Man tha 

could make me amends for N 
ca's Abſence, and no body but N 
ca cou'd give me Comfort in thine 
Thou art wanting, Usbekt; thou wen 
the Soul of our Society; and hoy 


hard is it to break thoſe Ties tha 
were faſten'd b Friendſhip a 


Reaſon? We diſpute: here verh. 
much, and Morals are 2 the 
Subject. Veſterda e QueſtioMru, 


was, whether Pleaſure is Happineſ / ſo 
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and Felicity conſiſts in the Satiſ- 
faction of the Senſes, or the Pra- 
ctice of Virtue? I have often heard 
thee ſay, that Men were born to 
be virtuous; and that juſtice is a 
Quality as neceſſary to them as 
Exiſtence; pr'ythee explain to me 
what thou mean'ſt by it. 

I have diſcourſt with the Mol- 
lacks, who torment me with Paſſa- 
ges out of the Alcoran; for I do 
not talk to them as a true Believer, 
but as a Man, a Citizen, a Father 
of a Family.” 


, 


Lurxen XL | 
Usbek 70 Mirza at Iſpahan. 


HO U doſt renounce thy on 
Reaſon, to make a Tryal of mine. 

hou deſcendeſt to conſult me: 
hou believeſt me capable of in- 
ſtructing thee. Dear Mirza, there 
something that flatters me, more 
* than 
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_ eanceiv'd of me, and that is thy 


1 - 
n — = 2 
__—_ — 


Arabians call'd 


ol ˖ — 


were not ſo deform'd indeed, the 


chan the good Opinion thou haſt 
Friendſhip which procur'd it. 

To diſcharge what thou re- 
quireſt of me, I don't think there's 
need of making uſe of very ab- 
firacted Reaſons. There are certain 
Truths which 'tis not enough to 
eonvince Men of, they muſt alſo 
be made ſenſible of them. Such 
are the Truths of Morals. Perhaps 
this Piece of Hiſtory will touch thee, 
more than a Philoſophical Theſis. 

There 1s a W * among the 

roglodites, who 
deſcend from the ancient Trogtofites, 
who according to Hiſtoriens wer 
more like Beat than Men. These 


were not hairy like Bears, they 
did not hiſs, they had two Eyes I 
but they were ſo wicked and wil el 
that they had no Principle of Equity 
or Juftice among them. 7 
They had a King of a foreigt 
Origine, who to correct the 1 
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There happen'd a great Droutil 


lands fail'd entirely, whereas thi 
Low- Lands water'd with tit 
Springs were very fruitful.” Thi 
the Inhabitants of the Mountain 
periſh'd for want of Bread: Thok 


hearted as to deny them a Portiol 


ſon, The Up-lands abounded with 
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if I have it, I ſhan't matter hoy 
miſerable all the other Troglodites are, 
FTwas then Seed Time; and & 
very one ſaid, I'll till my Ground 
only for juſt fo much Corn as | 
neceſſary for my own Subſiſtance 
More than I need = ſelf, is fu 
perfluous. IL'Il not labour for nc 
thing 

The Lands of this little King 
dom were not all alike fruitful 


Some were dry, ſome were moun+ 
tainous; and the lower Ground i. 
were water'd with ſeveral Springs! 


this Year, inſomuch that the Uf 


of the Low Country being ſo hard 


of their Harveſt. | 
The next Year was a wet Sei 


Corn, and the Lower were drown'l ath 
Hall 
$ 
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Half of the Nation again cry'd out 
Famine; but the Mountainers were 
as hard-hearted as the Inhabitants 
of the Low-Lands had been. 
One of the principal Men in the 
Country had a very handſome Wife. 
His Neighbour £1 in Love with 
her, and took her from him. This 
occaſion*d a great Quarrel, and af- 
ter much Scolding and many Blows, 
By agreed to reter the Marter to 
a Troglodite, who, while the Repub- 
lick laſted, had ſome Credit _— 
them. They went to him, an 
ere going to tell him their Caſe 
Hut he cut them ſhort : What mat- 
er's it to me, ſaid he, which of 
vou has the Woman? I muſt look 
after my Ground, and not waſte my 
ime upon your Affairs, to the 
Detriment of my own. Pray leave 
e, and? don't diſturb me with 
tio dur Differences. At theſe words 
e went about his buſineſs: The 
Raviſher, who was the ſtronger 
ien Aan of the two, ſwore he wou'd 
walther loſe his Life than part with 
Hall 8 Cy the. 
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the Woman; and the Husband was 
forc'd to return home, curſing the 
Injuſtice of his Neighbour, and 
the Morofeneſs of the Judge. As 
he was going to his Houle, he met 
with a. young handſome Woman 
coming from the Well. He had 
no Woman of his own. This pleas 
ſed him; and he was much more 
pleas'd when he underſtood *rtwas 
the Wife of the Man whom he; 
had choſen to be the Judge be- 
tween. him and the Raviſher, and 
who had made ſo light of the Caſe. 
He took her, and carry'd her home 
with him. Mi 
There was a Man. who had 
a Field pretty fertile, - which he 
cultivated with Care. Two of 
his Neighbours join'd together, 
drove him out of his Honle,. and 
+ 9 1 themſelyes of his Field, 
hey cnter'd into a League to de- 
fend themſelves againſt. all thoſe 
that ſhould endeavour to diſpolleliMt: 
them, and maintain'd themſelves 
in ut, ſeveral, Months: But * ok 


* 


Perfam £e##ers ar 
them being weary of en] ing in 
„ Partnerſhip what he might Have 
all to himfelf; kilFd the other, 
and became ſole Maſter of the Field. 
et His Empire was of ſhort duration. 
Two 7roglodites came and fell up- 
on him; he was too weak for 
them both, and they murder'd him 
re +5 he had done his Partner. 
a A Toglodite, who was almoſt 
he Wnaked, ſaw forme Cloth to be ſold. 
elle demanded the Price. Says the 
Draper to himſelf, I ought not in. 
deed to have more for my Cloth than 
would purchaſe two Butkels of 
V heat, but I'll have as much as 
ſhall buy me eight Buſhels. The 
Man wanted the Cloth, and mutt 
pay what the Draper . demanded. 
his is pretty well, ſays the Pra- 
per; I ſhall have Bread enough now. 
How is that, reply*d his Cuſtomer? 
Do you want Corn? I have fortie 
o ſell; but perhaps the Price Will 
ſtartle you, for you know Wheat 
very dear, and the Famine ſpreads 
umoſt every here; but give me 
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have a Buſhel; and you 


| dwelling-place upon Earth. Yol 
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my Money back, and e 
an' t haye 

it cheaper, tho' you die of Hunger, 
A mortal Diſtemper in the mean 
while rag'd in the Country. At 
able Phyſician .arriv'd there out d 
a Zr 1 one. His Reme 
dies were ſo effectual, that they 
cur'd all who took them. When 
the Sickneſs was over, he went ty 
thoſe that he had cur'd, to be pail 
for the Cure. But he met with De 
nials only. He return'd home won 
out with the Fatigue of his Jour 
ney, and ſoon after underſtood tha 
the ſame Diſtemper had again tz 
ken the Tyoglodites, and rag'd. work 
than ever among that ungratefil 
People. IT came to him thi 
time, and he ſaid to them, Go, un 
uſt Men as you are; there is 1 
Poiſon in your Souls more mort: 
than the - Sickneſs you would be 
cur'd of. You don't deſerve 4 


know not what Humanity is, and 
are ignorant of the Rules of Equ 
a * ty 
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ty. I ſhould think I offended the 
Gods who would: puniſh yon, if I 
oppos'd the Juſtice of their wrath. 


Erzeron, 34 of the Moon . 
Gemmadi 2, 1711. 


* = 


LETTER XI. 
Usbek to the ſame, at Iſpahan. 


HO U ͤhaſt ſeen, dear Mirza, 
how the Troglodites periſh'd 
by their own Wickedneſs, and 
were the Victims of their own In- 
juſtice. Of ſo many Families as 
were in the Nation, two only. 
were left, who. eſcap'd in the ge- 
neral Deſtruction. Theſe two men 
were very ſingular. They had ſome 
knowledge of Humanity and Ju- 
ſtice. They lov'd Virtue, and were 
united as much by the Rectitude of 
their own Minds, as by the Cor- 
ruption of their Countrymens, 
They were Witneſſes of the com- 
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unuſual Sollicitude for the common 


the reſt of the Inhabitants, who 


them the Calamitres of their Coun- 
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mon Defolation, and tio farther 
concern'd in it than they were led 
by Pity. The Deſtruction of theit 

eighbours was a Motive of far- 
ther Union. They labour'd with 


Intereſt. 'Fhey had no Differences 
but ſuch as are the effect of a ſweer 
and tender Friendſhip. They 1tv'd 
a happy and One Life in a bye 
Part of the Country, feparate from 


Soit ſeem'd to produce of it (elf, 
ſo bleſt was the Labour of their 
pure Hands. 

They lov'd their Wives, and were Wc» 
tenderly belov'd by them. They 
were wholly intent upon educa- 
ting their Children to Virtue, 
They continually reſented to 


( 
[ 
s 
U 
were not worthy of them. The WW 
m 
t 


trymen, and often fet that mo- 
ving Example before their Eyes. 
They above all things inſtill'd in- 
to them this Principle, that every 
private Man's Intereſt is a 
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ble from the Intereſt of the Com- 
munity. To divide it, is Ruin. 
That Virtue is not a thing which 
ſhould be troubleſome to us, nor 
ought the Exerciſe of it to give us 
pain; and that Juſtice to another, 
is Charity to our ſelves. 

They had foon the Confolation 
of virtuous Fathers; which is, to 
have Children like themſelves. 
The young People who grew up 
under them, encreas'd by oper 
Marriages. The Number 
mented. Union was preſerv'd. Vir 
tue, inftead of being weaken' d, was 
fortify d in a Multitude, and fpread: 
re every where by Example. 

y Who can deſcribe now the Hap- 
a- Wpineſs of the Troglodites ? So juſt 
e. Wa People muſt needs be dear to 
to the Gods. As foon as they*open'd: 
n= their Eyes to know them, they 
ſo-Jearnt to fear them; Religion re- 
es. fin'd their Morals, and civilix'd the | 


Bag > C028; n VP 


in- Wudeneſs of Nature. 
ry. They inſtituted Feaſts to the 
ra- Honour of the Gods, The young 
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Men and Maidens adorn'd with 
Flowers, celebrated the Rites with 
Dances, and the ſoft Notes of 
Sylvan Muſick. Banquets ſucceed- 
ed, and their Joy was as frugal as 
it was univerſal. Plain Nature 
ſpoke in theſe Aſſemblies. Here 
it was that Hearts were given and 
taken. Here the Bluſnes of mo- 
deſt Virgins betray'd thoſe Senti- 
ments, which were confirm'd by 
the Conſent of Fathers; and here 
tender Mothers pleas'd themſelves 
with the agreeable foreſight of 
their Daughters future Happineſs, 
in the Loye and Fidelity of their 
Husbands. The Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven were implor'd in Temples. 
Thoſe Bleſſings did not conſiſt in 
Riches, and a burthenſome Abun- 
dance. Such Wiſhes were un- 
worthy the happy Trog/oaites. They 
pray'd for them, for others. For 
themſelves, their Father's. Health, 
their Brother's Friendſhip, . their 
Wive's Love, their Children's At- 


fection and Obedience, were. the 
only 
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only Subjects of their Prayers. The 
h WW Maidens brought thither the dear 
of WW Sacrifice of their Heart, and de- 
1. manded nothing of the Gods but 
a; that they might render a Troglodite 
te happy . 0 

re In the Evening, when the Flocks 
14 WW quitted the Fields, and the tir'd 
o- Oven brought home the Plough 5 
i. WW theſe innocent People met, and o- 
»y Wl r= light Repaſt ſung the Crimes 
re and Puniſhment of the ancient 
oo Dogloditeßs; and how Virtue” and 
of elicity ſprung up with the riſing 
fs, Generation, They then ſung the 
er Greatneſs of the Gods, their Fa- 
a. Yours to Men who addreſs them- 
es MW {£lves to them, and their inevitable 
in! Wrath againſt thoſe that do not 
m- fear them, They deſcrib'd the 
me Sweets of a Country Life, and the 
cy Pleaſures, of a State, always adorn'd 
vor with Innocence: After which th 
th, gave themſelves up to thoſe ſoft 
dlumbers that are never diſturb'd 
by Care and Sorrow. _ 


Nature 


— — * — — — 
0 8 : i p 
nm £* — — —— — —— — — 
a rn wg I not ONE 4 WE — _—_ I 2 -* "2: dl 
— — — * — — — — I \ 


48 Perſian Letters. 


Nature contributes to their De- 
fires, as much as to their Necefſi- 
ties. Covetoufneſs is a ſtranger in 
the bleſſed Clime. They make 
Preſents, and the Giver always thinks 
he has the advantage. The Nati- 
on of the Trogldites look on-them- 
ſelves as one Family only. Their 
Flocks and Herds were almoft always 
confounded, and the only rrouble 
which they commonly ſpar'd them- 


ſelves was that of dividing them. 


| Ergeron, the 61h of the Moon 
 Gemmadl 1, 1711, 


* 
8 
— — — 


LrrTE Xl. oF 
Usbek to the fame. 


1 Cannot talk enough to thee of the 
Virtue: of the Troglodites. One 
ot them ſaid once, My Father is to 
riſe to-morrow betimes to go to 
Plough ; I'll be up two hours be- 
fore him, and when he comes 2 

f | 1 
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e- his Field he ſhall find it ready 
n: plough'd to his hand. : 
in WW Said another to himſelf,, My Si- 
ke WW fier ſeems to have a kindneſs for 
ks Wl fuch a AT gr? a Kinſman 
tis Nof ours; I'll talk to my Father, and 
m- get him to conſent to the Marri- 
eir age. 

* Another was told, Some Robbers 
ble have ſtoln your Kine: I am ſorry 


for't, ſays he; there was a white Hei- 
fer, which I defign'd for a Sacrifice 
to the Gods. 

Another was heard to fay, T 
muſt go to the Temple, and return 
Thanks to the Gods for the Reco- 
very of my Brother, who is ſo dear 
to my Father and me. En | 

re's a Field bordering on my 
Father's, and thoſe that work there 
are ex pos'd to the Heats of the Sun; 
I muſt plant ſome Trees there, t hat 
thoſe poor Men may repoſe them- 
to ſelves ſometimes under their ſhade. 

Several Troglodites being on 
a time met together, an old Man 
ak'd to a young one whom he 

| ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected to have done an ill Action, 
and reproached him for doing it. 
The young Troglodites ſaid, We 
don't believe he is guilty of it; but 
if he is, may he dye the laſt of his 
Family. | 4 1 
A Troplodite was told, 'Stran- 
gers have plunder'd your Houle 
and carry'd every thing away with 
them; If it is not unjuſt, replies he, 
I with the Gods may give them 
longer Uſe of it than I have had, 
So much Proſperity was not look 
upon without Envy. The Neigh- 
bouring People aſſembled, and un 
der 4 vain Pretext reſolved to tab 
from them their Sheep and Cartel 
When the Troglodites heard of it, 
they ſent Ambaſſadors to* them, 
who ſpoke to this Effect, 
What have the Tyoglodites dom 
to you? Have they robb'd you 
your Cattel or Sheep? Have the) 
waſted your Fields? No, we art 
juſt; we fear the Gods. Whit 
then would you have of us? Is iſ < 
Wool to make you Cloaths? Wil 
you haye the Milk of our Cows, 


0 
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or the Fruits of our Land? Lay 
down your Arms; come to us, and 
you ſhall have all of them. But 
we {wear by all that is ſacred, if 
ou enter our Country as Enemies, 
we'll look upon you as an unjuſt 
m: People, and treat you as we would 
ae wild Beaſts... G73 <5 | 

ith Their Words were receiv'd with 
he Contempt. Theſe Savages enter'd 
em the Lands of the Troglodites, whom 


ad. they took to have no other Defence 

ku than their Innocence. 

gh- But they were well prepar d to 
un defend themſelves; they plac'd 
ae their Wives and Children in the 
tel midſt of them. They were ſur- 

' it, priz'd at the Injuſtice, and not at 
em the Number of their Enemies. 


\n unuſual Warmth ſeiz'd their 
Breaſts. One wou'd die for his Fa- 
her; another. for his Wife and 
hildren; this for his Brethren. 
hat for his Friends; All of them 
for the Tyoglodite Nation. The 
Poſt of him that expired, was ſoon.. 
Lil'd by another, wi beſides the 


com- 


was moſt juſt; and caſt their Eye 


He-ſhur' himſelf up in his Houte: 


N 
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common Caufe, had the Death off 
a private Perſon to revenge. 
Such was the Combat of Injuſtice 
and Virtue- Thoſe baſe Wret cha 
who fought only Booty, were not 
2hham'd'to fly, and ee to the 
Virtue of the Troglodites, even 
without being touch'd with it. 


Er zeren, the gth of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1711. 


LETTER XIV. 
Usbek to the fame. 
AS the Trogivditer daily enicreat 
A m numbers, chey Then ht i 
proper for them to chuſe a King 


They agreed that they ought th 
confer the Crown on the man that 


8 wo ot Male «© & =» « 


on one who was equally v le 
for his Age and his Virtue: He 
wou'd not aſſiſt at the Aſſembly, 


His 
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His Heart was oyercome with Hea- 
vinels. | inf os 

or When Deputies came to him to 
ors forbid, cries he, L ſhow'd do 1a 
el much Injury ta the Trogledites,, as 
en to think there is no Perſon among 
them more juſt than I; am. You 
tender me the Crown, and if you 
inſiſt upon it, Lmuſt accept of it. 
But aſſure, your ſelves. I ſhall dye 
with Grief for having ſeen the 
Troglodites born free, and now. to 
ſee them in Subjection. At theſe 
words, A e 275 „% K 
Unhappy. Day, cry'd he, V 5 
1 ire ries? He then ot. 2424 
a ſeverer Tone, I, ſee, oh yer To- 
rdites, What it is. _ Your Vur- 


if . | p 
t tue 5 be too heavy for 
Ing | | oy | 
, th Ou. Ai the condition you, ar, this 


time are, you muſt: be virtuous in 
gell ite of your ſelves. Vau cant 

ſubſiſt without it, but would fall 
into the Miſeries of your Fore-fa- 
thers. This Yoke- ſeems: hard to 
you, You had rather ſubmit to a 


Prince, 
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Prince, and obey his Laws, leſs ri- 
N than your Morals. You 

now you may then ſatisfie your 
Ambition, acquire Riches, and lan- 
guiſh in vile Luxury; and provided 
you avoid committing "ee: Crimes, 
+5 will have no need of Virtue, 

e ſtopp'd a moment, and his 
Tears flow'd faſter than ever. Ah! 
| what wou'd you have me do? Hoy 
can I lay my Commands on a V. 
glodite ? Wow'd you that he ſhou'd 
do a virtuous Action becauſe I com- 
mand it? Would he not do it of 
himſelf, and from an Inſtinct of 
nature only? Oh Troglodites, I'm 
almoſt at the end of my Days. M 
Bload is frozen in my Veins. I ſhal 
ſoon ſee again your pious Anceſtors. 
Why would you have me afflid 
them, why wou'd you oblige me 
to tell them, that J left you under 
any other Yoke than that of Virtue! 


Erzeron, the 10th of the Moon 1 
Gann 22931. + 7 | in 


Le T* 


— 
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Mu LETTER XV. 
Ur | | 
"i sbek to Mollack Mehemet 


Ali, Guardian of the Three 
Tombs. 

HY doſt thou live in the 
Tombs, divine Mollack ? 


OW 

1 hou art more made for the So- 
1/0 ourn of the Stars. Thou hid'ſt thy 
m. lf without doubt for fear of dark- 
of Wing the Sun. Thou haſt no Spots, 


tke that Star; but, like him, thou 
rt hid in Clouds. | 


** Thy Science is an Abyſs more 
nal rordand than the Ocean; thy 


Vit more piercing than Zufager 
hat Sword of Hali, which ha 
wo Points. Thou know'ſt what 
aſſes in the nine Choirs of the 
eleſtial Powers. Thou readeſt 
he Alcorau on the Breaſt of our 
vine Prophet; and when thou 
ndeſt any obſcure Paſſage, an An- 
Vo I. I. = gel 


E T* 


Dua Lois. 


gel by his order diſplays his rapilffi 
wg and Pao reed from 
Throne to reveal to thee the 8 
ret. 
By thy means, I may have an in 
timate Correſpondence with th 
Cherubims; for, in fine, thou thifi 
teenth Iman, art not thou t 
Center Where Heaven and Ea 
meet, and the Point of Comm 
nication between the Abyſs and th 
Empyrean? | 
I'm in the middle of a profit aft 
People, ſuffer me to purifie my 
with thee, ſuffer me to rurn my Vi 
fage towards the facred Place Whi 
thou inhabiteſt. Uifh U 
from the Wicked, e Wh 
Thread at the 2 of Aurora 
diſtinguiſh'd from the black. Af 
me with thy Counfels, take cate! 
my Soul, make it drunk with 
Spirit of "the Prophets, feed it wi 
the Science of Paradiſe, and ſuf 
me to lay its Wounds it thy Te 
Direct thy holy Letters to me 


Er 


£rzeron, where I ſhall ftay ſome 
Months. 


Erzeron, the 11th STI ar 
Gemmadi 2, 1711. 


. * k — 
LETTER XVI. 
Usbek ro the ſame. 


Cannot calm my Impatience, di- 
vine Mollack; 1 cannot wait for 
hy ſublime Anſwer. I have Doubts, 
ad they muſt be ſatisfy'd. I find 
Reiten a- ſtray. Do thou 
. it back into the right Path. 
nlighten - me, thou Source of 
ight. Fulminate with thy hea» 
enly Pen, the Difficulties 1 am a- 
out to propole to thee. Make 
e pity my ſelf, and bluſh at the 


t ueſtion I'm goin to ask. 

| (oy Why is it that our Legiſlator 
; Teaorbids us the uſe of Swine's Fleth, 
me Wind all Meats which the calls un- 


lean? Why are we forbidden to 
D 2 touch 
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touch 2 Corpſe, and commanded u 

waſh our Bodies inceſſantly to pu 

rifie our Souls? Methinks thing 

are not, in themſelves, either pun 

or impure. I can't conceive a 
Quality inherent to the SubjeUl 

which can render them fuch. D | 

ſeems filthy to us, only becauſe if 

offends our ſight, or ſome othef 

ſenſe ; but is no more ſo in it (el 

than Gold or Jewels. The Idea of 

filthineſs, contracted by touching 
Corpſe, comes only from a certai 
natural Repugnance which we hai 
to it. If the Bodies of ſuch as 

not waſh them, don't offend eitht 

the ſmell or the fight-z- ha 
.cou'd one imagine them to be ii 

pure ? | 7 na 

The Senſes, divine Molla 
ought therefore to be the f 
Judges of the purity or impurity! 
things. But as Objects do not 

fect all Men after the ſame manne 

ſo that which gives an agree 

| Senſation to one, may product 
Miſtaſteful one in another; „ 
When 
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whence it follows, that the Teſti- 
mony of Senſe can't ſerve for a Rule 
here, unleſs we fay that every one 
may decide the point according to 
His fancy; and diſtinguiſh, as far as it 
elates to himſelf, things pure, from 
ſuch as art not: ſo . or 51 
Would not this, ſacred Mollack, 
pyerturn all the Diſtinctions eſta- 
bliſhed by our Holy Prophet, toge- 
her with the tundamental Points of | 
hat Law, which was written with i 
he Finger of an Angel? . i 


Erzeron, the 20th of the Moon. 19 
Gemmadi 2, 1711. ; | 


Ce. At ee re te th —1 » 4 


EE 
ehemet Ali, Servant of the 


Prophets, to Usbek ar 
Erzeron. 


OU always propoſe Queſtions 

to us that have been anſwered 

a thouſand times already by our 

oly Prophet. Why do not you 
| 11; 0. 
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Eternal; your Lights are no bet 


Soul are like the duſt which yo 
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rad the Fraditions of the Doc 
ors? Why do you not drink at tha 
pure ſtream of all Wiſdom? Youll 
wou'd there find all your doubt 
refolved. 28:8 
Wretch, always perplexed: wth 
the vile things of Earth, thou hall 
never with a fixed look behold tho 
of Heaven; and thou reverett the 
condition of the MoHahs, without 
daring either to embrace or fol: 
low 1t.. | 
Profane Mortals that ye are, who 
never dive into the Secrets of th 


ter than the thick darkneſs of th 


Abyſs ;. and the reaſonings of yon 


feet kicks up when the Sun is inf 
its meridian heighth in the ſco 
ching month of Chahban. 

Neither does the Zenith of you 
Minds riſe up eren to the M 
of that of the meaneſt of th 


i 
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is that flaſn of lightning which is 
he forerunner of Tempeſt and 
Darkneſs; you are in the midſt of 
the ſtorm, and are toſt about with 
very blaſt of wind. F 

It is a very eaſie matter to ſolve 
your difficulty: We need anly re- 
late to you what bappened one 
day to our Holy Prophet, when 
deing tempted by the Ohriſtians, 
and tried by the Jews, he equally 
:onfounded both. 
The Jew Audias Hheſalqn:® asked 
him why God had forbidden the 
ſe of ſwine's-fleſh : Nat without 
eaſon, anſwered the Prophets: 1 
$ an unelean beaſt, and I will en- 
pince you thereof, He moulded 
he ſhape of a Man with ſome dirt 
a his hand; he threw it te the 
ground, and erigd, Ariſe. Immer 
liately a man argle, and ſaid, I 
m Japbos the Son of Nagh, Was 
hy hair as white when thou de- 


[CER — 


A 3 


* 4 Mahometan Tradit on. 


D4 parted'ſt 
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parted'ſt this life, ſaid the Holy 
Prophet, as it is now? No, replied 
he: but when thou awakened't 
me, I thought the day of JudgiW 
ment had been come, and the drea 
of that was ſo great upon me, that 
my hair ſuddenly changed to white 
Well, ſaid the Sent of God, re-. 
late to me the whole Hiſtory offi 
Noab's Ark. Faphet obey'd, and 
gave a particular account of every 
thing that paſs'd the firſt months; 
and then proceeded as follows. 
We flung the ordure of al 
the Animals to one fide of the Ark 
which made it lean ſo much tha 
way, that we were all in a {a 
fright about it, eſpecially our waves 
who ſquawled moſt hearriſy. Out 
Father Noah, going to take cout 
ſel with the Lord, he commande 
him to take the Elephant, and 
ſet him with his head toward 
ſide that leaned. That great An 
mal was ſo plentiful in his Evacus 
tions, that there ſprung from then 
a Hog. Doſt thou not eng 
| Usbe 
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Usbek, that from that day we have 


oy apſtained from this Beaſt, and look- 
e084 upon it as Unclean? EEO FOR 
d' But as the Hog every day wal- 
de-WMowcd in the Dung, and: ſtirred it 
ea bout, there aroſe ſuch a ſtench in 
hal hc Ark, that he himſelf cou'd nat 


orbear ſneezing z and out of his 
ole fell a Rat, which went about 
gnawing and nibbling of every thing 


ant hat came in his way: which grew 
vero inſupportable to Noah, that he 
ths: hought it neceſſary to conſult God 


once more. He ordered him to 
pive the Lyon a great knock of the 
orchead, who thereupon ſneezed 
oo, and from his noſe leaped a 
at. Doſt thou not. think theſe 
\nimals are unclean alſo ? Anſwer 
= 
When therefore thou doſt not 
perceive. the reaſon of the impu- 
ity of certain things, it is becauſe 
hou art ignorant of many others, 
and art not informed of what hath 
paſt between God, the Angels and 
Men. Thou knoweſt nothing of 
D 5 5 


the Hiftory of Eternity: Thou 
not read the Rooks penned in He 
ven: what has been revealed off 
thee is but a very ſmall. part of t 
Divine Library; and even tho 
who, like us, are admitted ſomething 
further inte it in this life, are ſtill ii 
obſcurity and darkneſs. Adieu. Ms 
homes be in thy Heart. os 


Com, the laft of the Afton: 
Chahban, 1711. 
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Las XVIIL 


Usbek to bis Friend Ruſtay, 
a Iſpahan. 


22 ſojourn'd but ca i 

ocat after a march off 
and thirty. days, we are now at 
ved at Smirna. All the way fron 
Tocat to Smirna we do not me 
with one fingle Town worth nt 
tice, I beheld with amazemen 
the weakneſs of the Empire of til 
Ofmans : that huge diſtemper'd B- 


4 4 
— — — 3 "2 © 


( | 


dy does not ſupportit {elf by a mild 
and temperate regimen; but by vi- 
olcat remedies, which are inceſſant- 
y corroding and exhauſting its 
ſtrength. | 
The Baſhaws, who obtain their 
-mployments only by means of their 
money, enter upon their Provin- 
es naked, and fall to plundering 
of them as if they were conquer 
laces. An inſolent Soldiery is 
ubje& to nothing but his caprice: 
he Towns are diſmantled; the 
ities deſert; the Countries deſo- 
ate; the manure of the Fields and 
raffic entirely neglected. 
Impunity reigns in this ſevere 
overnment: the Chriſtians, who 
ultivate the Lands; the Fears, 
ho collect the Tirrbutes 3 are ex- 
oled to a thauſand 2 
The property in the Lands is 
ncertain, . and conſequently the 
eſire of improving them ſlacken- 
d: no Title, no Poſſeſſion will 
old againſt the caprice of the 


vernour. 
Thbeſe 
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. Theſe Barbarians have fo far 
deſerted all the Arts that they have 
neglected even the Art Military: 
while the Nations of Europe groy 
more and more knowing every 
day, they remain in their ancient 
ignorance z and ſeldom mind toi 
take advantage of their new inven- 
tions, till they have been ſoundly 
drubbed by means of them a thou: 
fand times. 

They have no experience at Seq, 
no expertneſs at handling the tac 
kle : they ſay, a poor Pandfu oi 
Chriſtians that iſſue from a Rock 
make all the Ottomans tremble, an 
harraſs the whole Empire. 

Uncapable of Trade themfelve 
they bear with regret to, ſee ti 
Europeans always 5. Pn and et: 
terprizing, carrying it on for them 
they fancy they are mighty graci 
ous to thoſe ſtrangers in allowing 
them to bring them Riches. 

In all the vaſt extent of Cour: 
try which I have traverſed, I found 


—_— 7 


* He probably means the Knights of uy 
on! 
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only Smirna that could be recko- 
ned a rich or potent City: it is the 
Europeans that make it ſo; and it 
is no fault of the Turks that it is 
not like all the reſt. 5 
From hence, my dear Ruſtan, 
you may form a juſt notion of this 
Empire, which in leſs than two 
Ages will be the Stage of ſome 
Conqueror's Triumpgss. 


Smirna, 24 of the Moon 
Rahmazan, 1711. 


LEZTTEZA XIX. 


Usbek to Zachi his Wife, at 
the Seraglio of Iſpahan. 


O U have offended me, Zachi; 
and J feel Emotions in my 
heart which you ought to tremble 
at, if my remote abſence did not 
ou! allow you time to change your 
found conduct, and appeaſe the violent 
I Lealouſie with which I am — 
Malu 
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me: for you, becauſe you do a 


1 7 
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I am informed you were caught 
alone with Nadi, the white Eu- 
nuch, whoſe life ſhall be accoyn- 
table for his infidelity and treache- 
ry. How could you forget that it 
is not lawful for you to receive a 
white Eunuch into your chamber, 
while you have black ones appoints 
ed for your ſervice? It will be in 
vain to tell me that Eunuchs are 
not Men, and that your virtue ſets 
you aboye all thoughts that might 
ariſe in you from the incompleat- 


neſs of your reſemblance. This 15 


ſufficient neither for you nor far 


thing forbidden by the Laws of the 
Seraglio : for me, in that you rob 
me of my hoyour, by expoſing 
rw ſelf to the looks; to the 


ks! haps to the Wy 
of a Villain that may have polly- 
ted you by his crimes, and yl 
more by his regrets and the de- 
ſpair of his impotence. 

You will perhaps alledge that 
you have ever been faithful to 408 
| a$ 
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Was it in your power to be other - 
wiſe? How cou d you deceive the vi- 
gilance of thoſe black Eunuchs that 
are ſo ſcandaliz'd at the life you leadꝰ 
How cou'd you break thoſe Doors 
and Bolts with which you are ſe- 
cured ?: You boaſt. of a Virtue 
which is not free : and perhaps 
your impure wiſhes have a thou- 
land times robbed you of the me- 
rit and value of the fidelity you. 


are ſo pug of: 
I will grant you have not been 
uilty of all that I have reaſon co 


ſpect ; that the Traytor durſt not 
touch you with his ſacrilegious 
hands; that you refuſed to laviſh - 
to his ſight the delights of his 
Maſter; that covered with your 
habit you left that weak barrier 
955 between him and you; nay that he 
u- himſelf, ſtruck with a holy reſpett, 
Jer bent his eyes to earth; and faint- 
de- ing in his raſhneſs, trembled at the 

thoughts of the Puniſhments he 
that I was bringing on himſelf: tho' all 
me. this were true, it is no leſs fo that 
Was ; you. 
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you have done a thing contrary to 
your duty: and if you have viola» 
ted that gratis, without compleat- 
ing your diſorderly wiſhes, What 
wou'd you have done to fatisfic 
them ? What wou'd you do if you 
cou'd get out of that Sacred Place, 
which ſeems a melancholly Priſon 
to you, tho' to your Companions 
it is a happy AMhlum againſt the at- 
tacks of Vice, a Holy Temple where 
your Sex loſes its weakneſs, and 
comes to be invincible in ſpite of 
all the diſadvantages of Nature? 
What wou'd. you do if you were 
left to your own care, and had no- 
thing to defend you but your Loy 
to me which is grievouſly wound: 
ed, and your Duty which you have 
ſo unworthily betray'd ? How Bleſ- 
ſed are the Manners of the Coun: 
try where you live, which takes 
care to guard you from the at: 
tempts of the vileſt Slaves! You 
ought to. return me a. thouſand 
thanks for the confinement I oblige 
you to live in, ſince to that only 
| It 
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Wir is owing that you deſerve to Live 
at all. PL, 

You cannot endure the Chief of 
the Eunuchs, becauſe he always 
Wkeeps a watchful eye upon your con- 
duct, and gives you prudent Coun- 


A A - 
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iſon fels: his Uglineſs, you ſay, is ſo 
iom rightful that you cannot bear to 10 
ar. ook at him; as if handfome ob- 1 


— 
— w 
— p — —ö — - -,—— 3 Bo-— - A 2 Pon 
n = = * = 
a . = = 
= = = = = 


lone ? She has told you that the 
ſamiliarities you take with that 
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here ſects were Pope in ſuch a poſt as ' | 
and his: what afflicts you is the not 1 
e o aving your white Eunuch, who j 
ire? iſhonours you, in his room. If 
wer! But what has your chief Slave [| 
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nate there's the cauſe of your averſion 4 
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I ought, Zachi, to be a ſtern 


akesWudge 3 but inſtead of that I am a 
at- ind Husband, that wiſhes to find 
vou ou innocent. The Love I have 


or my new wife Roxana, has leſ- 
ened none of the tenderneſs I 
ought to have for you who are no 
leſs handſome; I ſhare my love be- 


tween. 
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mendous place which ſhuts them ij 


72% Perſian Letters. 


Eween you two; and Roxana hull 
no 3 over you, but the ad 


Virtue gives to Beauty, 


| Smirna, 12th of the Moon g 
Zilcade, 1712. 
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LETTER XX. 


Usbek to the Chief of the 
White Euuuc bo. 


* OU ought to tremble as you 
open this Letter, or v 
ſhou'd rather have trembled wha 
you. allowed of the treachery al 
Nadir. Y ou: that in a cold languilb 


ing old Age may not witkiout pa 9 
fe your eyes upon the dreadful ol . 


jets of my love; you who are ge 
ver allowed to fet a facrilegioul 
foot over the threſhold of the wall 


from all human eyes; you ſuf 
thoſe whoſe government you 

intruſted with, to do a 
| ut 
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Jurſt not preſume to do your ſelf; 
not diſcerning. the thunder which 
is juſt ready to fall upon them and 
yOu. 

And what are you but wretched: 
ools which can break at plea- 
ſure ; who ex iſt but juſt as long as 
you obey z who were born only to 
Jive under my Laws, or to die at 
1y nod; who breathe no. longer 
han my happineſs, my love or e- 
en my jealouſie have occaſion for 
uch wretches; in ſhort who have 
o choice but duty; no Soul but 
\ Will, no Hope, but my Plea- 
ure! 

I know that ſome of my wives 
re impatient under the ſevere laws 
ff their duty; the continual pre- 
ence of a black Eunuch grows 
rklome to them; they are weary 
di thole hideous objects which are 
given them to reſtrain all their 
houghts to their Husbands: I 
now all this of Them; but Vou, 
vho are accomplices in theſe irre- 


zularities, You ſhall be ſo puniſhed. 
As. 
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is a new Town, a ſtanding mark 


74 Perſian Letters. 


as to ſtrike a terror into all that 
dare abuſe my confidence. | 
I ſwear by all the Prophets ini 
Heaven, and by Hali the greatel 
of them all, that if you are negli 
gent of your Duty, I will account 
your lives but as the lives of thoſe 
inſects which I tread under my feet. 


Smirna, the 12th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1712. 


1 2 _ 
_— *— 


— — 


LETTER XXI. 


Usbek to his Friend Ibben; 
125 at Smirna. 


E are now arrived. at I 
horn after 40 days fail. | 


the great Genius of the Dukes 
Tuſcany, who of a marſhy Villa 
have made the moſt flouriſhing Ct 

ty in Italy. 1 
The Women here enjoy vel 
great liberties: they may ſee the 
met 
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men thro' certain windows which 
are called jealouſies they may go 
abroad every day guarded only by an 
old Woman or two: they wear but 
one Veil* : their Brothers-in-law, 
their Uncles, their Nephews may 
viſit them, and the Husband is ſel- 
dom alarmed at it. 

It is a ſtrange ſight to a Maho- 
metan when he firſt takes a view 
of a Chriſtian City. I do not ſpeak 
of things that at firſt ſtrike all be- 
holders, ſuch as the difference of 
Buildings, of Habits, of the chief 
Cuſtoms : there is in the leaſt tri- 
fles ſomething ſingular which I 
feel but cannot expreſs. 

To morrow Rica and I depart 
for Marſellies; our abode there will 
not be long: our deſign is to go 
directly to Paris, which is the ſeat 
of the Empire of Europe. Tra- 
vellers always love great Cities, 
which are a ſort of common Coun- 


—_ 


* The Perſian women. wear four. , 


1 
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try for all Strangers. Fare wel; M 
aſſured I ſhall always love thee. ll 


Leghorn, 121 of the Moon 
Saphar, 1712, 


— — * —_— 


— 


LETTER XXII. 
Rica ro Ibben, at Smirna. 


E have been this month «ll 

Paris, and have hardly bea 
out of motion an hour: it is 
ſmall hurry a man muſt be in be 
fore he can get a lodgi "By find al 
the People he has directions xo, an 
provide himſelf with al. the Ne. 
ceſſaries which he muſt have about 
him immediately. 

Paris is as large as 1/pahan : tht 
Houſes are fo high that you wou 
ſwear they were all built for Aſtro 
l . Thou wilt eaſily judge tin 

ity built in the air and that ha 
fx or ſeven houſes one at the to 
of the other, muſt be extreme) 


p* 


i 
4 
4 
'y 
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be opalous, and that when all the 
Volks are come down into the ſtreet 
Where muſt be a bleſſed crowd and 
| Thou wilt barely believe it; for this 
onth that I have been here 1 have 
Wot yet ſeen any body walk : there 
no people under the ſun thut get 
Wo much work out ef their machine 
5 the French they run; they fly: the 
Wow carriages of Aja, the re 

ep of our Camels, wou'd lay them 
ofleep. As for me, who am not 
ifed to this ſport, and who often 
bo on foot my old pace, T am Tome- 
mes made as rad as a Chriſtian: for 
ot to inſiſt upon "ty * all 
plaſhed from head to foot, 1 can 
ever forgive the punches of '&- 
dows which I receive regularly and 
deriodically: one man that comes 


„ou echind me and out-walks me, gives 
\ fro ne a whisk half round, and another 

hat croſſes me on t'ether tae, 
it h virls me again in a moment into 
ic tony right place again; ſo that in a 


undred paces 1 am more battered 
and 


even over the minds of his Subject 


mou'd haye them ; if e has bi 
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and bruiſed than if I had walke 
thirty mile. 1 51 
Do not imagine I can as ye 
give thee any thorow deſcriptia 
of the Manners and Cuſtoms «ff 
theſe Europeans I have but a light 
notion of them my ſelf, having y 
had but juſt time to Wonder. 
The King of Fance is the mol 
potent Prince in Europe he hasn 
Gold Mines like his Neighbour th 
King of Spain; but he has mon 
Wealth than him, as he raiſes it ou 
of the vanity of his Subjett 
which is more inexhauſtible tha 
any Mine: he has undertaken a 
maintained great Wars upon no4 
ther Fund but the Sale of Titles 
Honour: and by a Prodigy of 
mane Pride, his Troops were pal 
his Places fortified and his Flett 
equipped. Or 6 5 
| Beſides, this Prince is a gre 
Magician: he exerciſes domini( 


1 


he makes them think juſt as 


oft 


\ 
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ne million of Crowns in his Trea- 
iy, and ſtands in need of two, he 
Wnly bids them believe that one 
Crown is Two, and they believe it. 
Ir he has a difficult War to ſup- 
ort and has no Money at all, he 
nly puts it into their heads that 
aper is money, and they are pre- 
ntly convinced that it is ſo: nay 
e often makes them believe that 
e cures them of all diſtempers by 
puching them, ſo great 1s the in- 
uence and power which he has 
er their Minds. | 
What I tell thee of this Prince 
xd not ſurprize thee: there is a- 
other Magician ſtronger than 
m, who is maſter of his mind no 
ſs than he is of the minds of the 
hers. This Magician is called the 
ope : at one time he makes him 
lieve that three are but one; 
at the bread he cats is not bread, 
that the wine he drinks is not 
ne, and a thouſand ſtrange things 
that nature, | 


Vo. I. _ And 


— 


And for fear he ſhou' d loſe be 1 


A long Scroll which he called 0 


Perf Letreps. 


And to keep hit always irr br 


culty of Believing; he from ti 
fo time gives him certain ay | 
of Faith to Exerciſe himſtif wpuli 
About tuo years ago le feat n 


Hituriqn; and wou'd needs chi 
this Prince and all his Subjeds . 
ERS every thing rherem en 
tained, upon Heavy Penalties. Ti 
Prince he, previiled upon; 
ſwallowed it at once, and ſet! 
Subjects an example: but fo 
them proved rufty, and deelan 
they wou'd' believe nothing at 
of what was contained in that? fl 
Scroll: the women were the m 
thers of this rebellion wick diyid 
All the Court, the whole Kingdi 
and every F amily. This Conti 
tion forbids their Sex the readil 
df a Book, which all the Chl 
ans fay was brought down fir 
Heaven: properly ſpeaking, it 
their Alcoran. The women; Þ 


yoked at the affront done to i 
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ex in this order, ſet up their 
iroats one arid. all agaifiſt rhe 
onſtitution : they got the men o 
err ſides, Who are not vey ⁊ca- 

dus for any particular Privilege in 
is reſpect. And yet we muſt 
onfeſs this Mufti does not reaſon 
is; and, by the Great Hall, I 
lieve he is inſtructed in the 
tinciples of our Holy Law: for 
nee the Women are of à creation 
ferior to ours, and our Prophets 
Mus they ſhall not enter into Pa- 
diſe, why ſhou'd they trouble 
cir heads about reading a Book 
hich was wrote only to ſhew the 
xy to that place of Happineſs 7 
1 have heard ſome things related 
this King which ound” miracu- 

s; and I doubt not but thou 
lt be very backward to believe 
em. c | | 

They fay, that while he ws 
king war with his Neighbonrs: 

o were all in league againſt him 
had an infinite number of in wil 
ee enemies about him itt the very 
˖ E 2 heart 
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heart of his own Kingdom: thai 
add, that he ſought them out fl 
above thirty years, and that yh 
notwithſtanding the indefartigahl 
ains of ſome Derviſes who Jo 
his ear, he cou'd never find if 
much as one of them ; they lin 
with him; they are at his Coun 
in his Capital, in his Troops, i 
his Tribunals : and yet they ſay 
will have the vexation to die with 
out diſcovering them: one wolf 
think they exiſt in general, but 
no longer any thing in particuly 
a Body, but no Members. Douh 
leſs Heaven intends, to puniſh ti 
Prince for not having been mod 
rate enough towards the Enenill 
he conquered, by railing up inyi 
ble ones againſt him, whoſe Gel 
and Deſtiny are above his own. 
I ſhall continue to write to thi 
and ſhall inform thee of things qu 
foreign from the Perſian charadl 
and way of thinking : it is inde 
the ſame Earth we tread updl 
but the men of the Country wit 
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bei | 

fa : live, and thoſe of the Count 
here thou art, are men of a quite 
abi ferent mould. | 


Mo 
ces, %e 4th of the Moon 
Rebiab 2, 1712. 


n * 8 2 4 


FRY 


Lair rin 


Usbek zo Ibben, at Smirna. 


Have received a Letter from thy 
Nephew Rhedi he ſends me 
ord he is leaving Smirna, with 
eſign to viſit /zaly ; and that the 
ole bent of his Voyage is to gather 
nſtruction, and thereby make him; 
elf more worthy of thee; I con- 
gratulate thee upon having a Ne- 
phew who ſhall in time be the 
omfort of thy Old Age. 

Rica writes thee a long Letter; 
e tells me that he ſends thee a full 
account of this Country : his live- 
genius catches every thing im- 

| E 3 me- 
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mediately: as for me, who-thinl 
more flowly, I can yet ſay little; 
thee about it. i | 
Thou art the ſubject of our mai 

tender converſations: we are neu 
weary of recalling to mind ti 
handſome reception thou gaveſt wi 
at SHA, and the Services th E 
Friendſhip is continually doing tl 
us. Generous Iden, mayeſt th 
always meet with Friends as tu 
of gratitude and fidelity as we ani 

eaven grant that I may quia 
ly ſee thee again, and enjoy e 
more thoſe happy days which al a 
away ſo pleaſantly between al 
Friends! Adicu. 


Paris, the 4th of the Maon 
KRebiab a, 1712. 


— 


1 
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Lszi&8 XIV. 


Usbek 70 Roxana, at the Serg- 
 g/io of Vipahan. 


== 10 W happy are you, Royaps, 
| in being in the ſweet Coun- 
g iy of Perſia, and not in chęſe poi- 
tha onous Climates, where Modeſty 
s find Virtue are unknown ! How 
E appy are You ! Yau live in my 
qui eraglio as in the Habitation of In- 
nocence, fate from the Attempts of 
Jl Mankind : with pleaſure you re- 
lect that it is out o I a power to 
po aſtray : never did man pollute 
you with his wanton looks: Your 
ather-in-law himſelf, even in the 
iberty of Feſtivals, never law your 
harming mouth: you never fa 


7 ONS 
hk 
19 


1 
xd to put on a Holy Covering to 
ude it. Happy Roxana! W hen- 
ver you went into the Country, 
you always have had Eunuchs to 
narch before you and give death 
d thale raſh mortals that did not 

E 4 fly 
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whom Heaven beſtowed you yt 
make me happy, how muc 
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always hide yourſelf from. Do ya 
remember that day when Floſt ya 
among your Slaves who conceal 
you from my ſtrict enquiry? I 


finding your tears of no effect, y0 
employed your mother's authon 
to reſtrain the fury of my Low! 
Do you remember, when all otht 
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fly your ſight : even I my ſelf, a 


ani 
did it coſt me to make my ſelf mi 
ſter of that treaſure which 5 
uarded with ſo much conſtancy 
hat torment was it to me in 
firſt days of our Marriage not wi 
fee you! What impatience, wha 
J had ſeen you! yet you wou'd ng 
ſatisfie it; nay, you cnflamed ith 
obſtinate refuſals of frightened yi 
tue: you confounded me in 
number of thoſe men whom y 


ws ey L@ -,,cx- A 


you call to mind that other, wg 


helps failed you, the aſſiſtance ya 
borrow'd from your courage? Yd 
drew your poignard and threatend 
to ſacrifice a husband that low 

"2" 
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ou, if he continued to exactfroſn you 
dat you valued above your husband 
imſelf! Two months paſt in this 
Wiruggle between Love and Virtue: 
You carried your chaſte ſcruples 
oo far: you did not yield even 
when you were conquered : you 
Wecfended an | expiring viginity to 
he utmoſt extremity -:- you looked 
pon me as an Enemy, that had 
one you an injury, and not as a 
Husband that had been fond of 
Jou: it was above three months 
efore you could look at me with- 


ur bluſhing: you ual: con- 
00 8 — your. erpetu Con- 
ld fion ſeemed to upbraid me with 


e advantage I had taken; nor 
as my poſſeſſion quiet: you rob- 
ed me of as many of thoſe charms 
nd beauties as ever you cou'd; 
d I was drunk with the greateſt 
_ before. I had obtained the 
aſt. e %% 
If you had been educated in this 
ountry, you wou'd not have been 
nder ſo much confuſion: the wo- 
jowa en here have loſt all ſhame: they 


yo ES appear 
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efearing that you ſhall ever def 
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appear bofore the men with t 
faces uncovered, as if they hal 
ged them to their defeat: chill 
meet their eyes: they ſæe them 
their Moſques, their public Wa 
and even in their own apartment 
the cuſtom of being attended 
Eunuchs is unknown to them: if 
ſtead of that noble ſimplicity al 
lovely baſhfulneſs which reign 
mong us, we here ſee a brutith 
-pudence which it is impaſſibie 
accuſtom one ſelf to. | 

Ves, Roxana, if you were here) 
vou d be perfectly enraged wwithi 
thorrid Shameleſsneſs your 80 
fallen into: you wouw'd y 
abominable place, and pant 
that ſweet Netirement Where 
find nothing but Innooenoe; w 
RE ſure of your ſelf; when 
anger alarms you; in a wd 


where you can love me wich 


from the Love you owe me. 
When you heighten the low 
neſs of your oomplection with 


I. 
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fineſt colours; when you me 
your Whole Body with moſt 
"recious eſſences; when you deck 
our ſelf with your richeſt orna- 
ments; when you ſtrive to diſtin- 
puiſh your ſelf above _ Com- 
panions by the gracefulneſs of the 
ance or melody of voice; when 
you enter into a contention 
with them for ſupetiotity of _ 
C 2 humour — gayery, 
ann imagine an 
nd but to e, 3 and Aben 1 
ce you een modeſtly, when your 
ye "looks or mine, when you in- 
inuate your elf into my heut with 
* 1 words, I cxanedous, 
ana, of the truth of 10 
But whar Chal] we ſay ke Dare 
; Women? The 7 they uſe to 
; their complexions, the or- 
aments they deck themſelves = 
e care they take of their p 
eir en deſire of p ling 
eſo many ber m cheir Vir 


Not, 
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Not, Roxana, that I belien 
uy carry their immodeſty fo fallf 
as ſuch conduct might make on 
imagine; or that they proceed to 
that horrible exceſs of debauchenili 
dreadful to name, an abſolute VM 
olation of the Conjugal Faith: 
there are very few women ſo: abu 
don'd as to carry their Guilt to thai 
heighth : they all wear in the 
hearts an impreſſion of virtue of 
oy ſtampt upon them by the 

irth, which education may a littl 
deface but never wholly obliterats 
they may excuſe themſelves fron 
the exterior duties which model 
requires; but when it comes to ti 
laſt puſh, nature ſtarts back. 
when we lock you up ſo cautioullj 
when we keep you under the gui 
of ſo many ſlaves; when we chel 
your deſires from flying out tt 
far : it is not that we apprehen 
the laſt infidelity from you: but! 
is. becauſe we know your purit 
cannot be too great, and that ti 
leaſt ſtain pollutes it. 
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[ pity you, Roxana: your Cha- 
ſtity ſo long proved, deſerved: a 
Husband that ſhou'd never have left 
ou, and that might himſelf have 
quelled thoſe deſires which your 
Virtue alone can now ſubdue. 


Paris, the 7th of the Moon 
Reged, 1712. 


—_— - = ——_— 


* * * 


LzT TEX XXV. 5 
Usbek t Neflir, at Iſpahan: 


3 


E are now at Paris, the 
proud Rival of the City of 
the Sunn. | 
When I departed from. Smirna,, 
I deſired my Friend lbben to ſend 
thee a Box wherein were ſome Pre- 
ſents fos thee :: thou wilt receive 
this Letter by the ſame conveyance. 
Tho' at fo remote a diſtance from: 
him as five or fix hundred Leagues, 
L write to him and hear from him 


K Iſtaban.. * 


tution, his Youth and his natun 
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as eaſily as if he were at abu 
and 1 at Gow, 1I ſend my Lettem ul 
Marfeilles ; from whence Ships ar 
continually going to Smirna'; fron 
thence the ſends thoſe that ate 4 
rected for Perſia by the Armenia 
Caravans, which ſet out daily fy 
1ſpahan. 

Rica enjoys a perfect State of 
health: the ; hell: of -his Gonſſi 


Gaiety ſecure him againft all dan 
ers. 
J For my part, I am not ſo well 
both my body and mind are gesch. 
ed; I give my ſelf up to reflection 
chat grow every day more and mon 
melancholly: my decaying Typ 1 
turns me towards my Coun 
makes theſe Regions yet more! 0 
reign to 1 fir, I 
ut, my dear Neſir, I comutr 
thee let te my wives be 5 ac: 
inted with my condition; 
hey love me, I wou'd ſpare thei 
Tears; and if t they do not, I e 


— — kd — — 


not add to their Boldnels. 


| RT 


5 5 om 


493 
t me in 
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If my Eunuchs though 
danger, if itheycaudany ways hope 
far en-impyaity-for theirbaſe com- h 
plaiſance, they wou d quickly ceaſe 
to be deaf to the flattering voice of 
that deceitful Sex, which melts the 
Rocks and works upon things in- 
animate. ” * 
Adieu, Nair. I take pleaſure in 
giving thee prooſs of my confi- 
CE. © Mi r 


Paris, the 30h of the Man 
Chahban, 17.12. 


L £72.66 XXVII. 
Rica 180 * * * | | 
I very odd thing, 


tho“ ĩt ĩs done every day at Paris. 
About Evening all the People 
get together to go and act a Find 
of Mimickry, which I heard them 
call a Play: the chief part of the 
performance is upen a ſcaffolu, 
Which 
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which they call the Stage: oo 
both ſides of it are little Neſ Wl 
which they call Boxes, where men 
and women act filent Scenes toge- 
ther almoſt like thoſe which we 

have in Perſia. - 
Sometimes you ſee an amorous 
Lady that looks languiſhing upon 
account of her neglected paſſion; 
then another with ſparkling” eye 

and a paſhonate look perfecliy de- 
vours her Lover with her regards, 
which he returns as ardently : al 
the paſſions are painted in their fa. 
ces, and expreſſed with an eloquence 
which is the more lively for being 
dumb. There the Actors ſhew but 
half their bodies, and generally 
wear. a muff out of modeſty to con- 
ceal their Arms. Underneath is z 
great company of people ſtanding, 
who laugh at thoſe who are -alo 
upon: the: Stage, and theſe latter 
laugh at thoſe below in their tum 

But thoſe that take moſt pains 
are ſome young folks who are hi 
red in their youth on purpoſe. to 
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bear the fatigue : they are obliged 
to be every where; they go, by 
paſſages which none but themſelves 
are acquainted with; they run up 
with amazing dexerity from ſto- 
ry to ſtory: they are above, be- 
low, in all the boxes; they in a 
manner dive; you loſe ſight of 
them; in a moment, whip, there 
they are again: oftentimes they 3 
the place of the Scene and go act in 
another: there are others who tho? 
they are forced to uſe a ſmall crutch, 
walk and go about like the reſt. 
At laſt you come to ſome Rooms 
where they play a private Come- 
dy: they begin with low Bows; 
they proceed to embraces : they ſay 
the ſlighteſt acquaintance gives one 
man a title to ſqueeze another's 
breath out of his body : the place 
ſeems to inſpire tenderneſs: and 
indeed they fay the Princeſſes that 
reign there are not cruel; and ex- 
cepting two or three hours in a 
day in which they are ſtern enough, 
they are very tractable at all other 
times, 


— A N a — * — R — 
* 3 — Z * bn 4 4 w 7 
C — . - — — = y keg; \ - 2 
- —— — — - - — — — — — 
1 4. £ — - » = =_ 
__ I. I Ns — 4” - 2 * 
- * 
— 
ws Y * * . — 
T . 8 - 
— — — . 4 — r 5 — ͤ—— 222. 
if 4 : ® 282 „ . of — — 
8 2 — FRA 8 I — ay 
— — 2 I 
- DT W 1 
re : W424 as —ů— — 
* — * be pw — ns gi. = > 2 
. — * — - — 
: 


1 


: 
! 
1 

1 
1 
5 
1 
= 
R 
- 
3 
33 


difference is, that in one they Sing 7 


| . arefſing my ſelf for 4 Frigi 
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times, and the ather is a kind 
drunkenneſs which they are ca | 
cured of. 


All that 1 have been giving E 
an account of, is tranſacted mu 
after the ſame manner in anothl 
Place called the Opera the who 


and Speak in che other. One ii 
my friends carried me c; other 7 3 
into the place where one of wlll 
chief Actreſſes was undreſſing: 


ew 10 well acquainted, that ve 
I received the 2 Le | 
ger from her. 1 | 
S 
7 am the moſt unhappy. ö a 


on the face of the earth. 7 2085 
Ways the moſs mart uous Atireſs iu 4 
whole Opera About ſeuen of 1 
months ago 7 was in the tiring 
aubere you ſaw me yeſterday: © 


Diana, a young Abbe game 
fs auithout reſpett to my white I 
Bit, my Veil, ar any Frontlet, ro 


„, ny innocence.; in ain I vow 
aggerate the ſacriſice I made {8 


vers he bad to do auly with 4 Very 
rephaue ]’ meas while I ane, 
Wis tha; 1 dare nat come 4pou ihe 
dag any more; far 1 bave 4 
jncouceivable delicasy in paiut of Ha- 
nau, and will am that a woman 
who has any ſenſe af reputation auill 
much ſooner part with Her virtue than 
her modeſiy : with this delicacy of 
mine you may be 2 the young Ab- 
be would never have ſucceeded if he 
had not promiſed me marriage: 8a 
motive ſo Hhauouralle made me diſ- 
penſe with the little common formali- 
nien aud legin where I ought 40 have 
ended. but ſince his treachery has 
p/bonoured me, of ans blue ito live 
0 longer at the Opera, (where, be- 
wen go and I they hardiy give we 
enaugh to live upun; for gw fat 1 
ad uance in gaar and go bac 
ww beauty, my Salam, the" fill the 
ne, ſeems to lefſen every Hoy. 1 


dants, 
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im; he only laughs at me, and a- 


ues iuformed by one of your Arten- 


— —_— ” — — 
wry I r“, rr 


good Dancer in your Country, al 
that if I were at Iſpahan, my Fir 
tune wou'd be made out of hand. | 
Jou wou'd grant me your protettin 


worthy your goodneſs. I am, &c. 


ption. 
ble even to Princes themſelves; ft 
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dants, that they infinitely efleem 1 


and carry me with you into that Cour 
try, you wou'd do a piece of ſervin 
o a woman, who by her virtue an 
good conduct won d not appear ut 


— 


ek 22 


Paris, 12th of the Moon 
Chalval, 1712. 


Lz TER XXVII. 
Rica to Ibben, at Smirna, 


HE Pope is the Head of tt 
. Chriſtians: this is an old Ido 
whom they worſhip upon preſci 


He was anciently formid# 


— CO, <&t A, pon head} — — — 2 — 
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he depoſed them as eaſily, as ol 
magnificent Sultans depoſe tit 
Kings of Jrimetta and Georgia: bu 


5 
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Ino body fears him now. . He calls 
imſelf the Succeſſor of one of the 
firſt Chriſtians, named St. Peter : 
and it was certainly a very rich Suc- 
eſſion which he left him; for he 

is maſter of immenſe treaſure, and 


as a very great country under his 


dominion. 1 1 
The Biſhops are Lawyers, who 
Are ſubordinate to him, and have 
two very different functions under 
his Authority. When they are af- 
embled together, they make Ar- 
ticles of Faith as well as himſelf: 
_ WW hen they are ſeparate, they have 
nothing to do but to give People 
Diſpenſations from obeying the 
Law. For thou muſt know, the 
Chriſtian Religion is encumbered 
with a vaſt many very difficult Pra- 
ctices; and as it was not thought 
half ſo eaſie to fulfill thoſe Duties, 
Was to have Biſhops that ſhou'd give 
nid permiſſion to let them alone 05 
choſe this latter courſe for the pub- 
lic benefit. So that if they do not 
care for keeping the Rhamazan 4 
b 


J 
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if they have no ſtomach for ml 
fortnalities of Marriage; if the 
wou'd break a Vow; if they won 
marry contray to the regulation 
of the Law; nay, ſomerimes, il 
they have a fancy not to Keep ali 
Oath, or ſo, they go to the Biſhop 
or: the Pope, who imaediately 
grants them a Diſpenſation. 
The Biſhops do not make art 
cles of Faith of their own mie 
motion: there is an infinite numbe 
of Doctors, moſt of them Dervils, 
who ſtart a thouſand new queſtioul 
in Religion among themſtlyes: 
they are left to diſpute a long whik 
with one. another ; and the wit 
holds till a Deciſion comes and pili 
an end to it. 77 
And accordingly I can afſure the 
there never Was a Kingdom thi 
had fo many Civil Wars in it # 
that of Chriſt. ; 
- Thoſe who publiſſi any new Pre 
oſition, are at firſt called Heretic 
ae Hereſy has its name, Which 8 
& ſort of a nick-name for all co 
cernel 


g b 3 ———_—_— — an 
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fu ed in it: but any of them may 
vi huſe whether they will be Here 
es or no: for it is but dividing the! 
omi fference, ang giving thoſe that ac· 
te them of ercly a diſtinction; 
a let this diſtinction be what it 
Wl intelligible, or not intelligi - 


le, it makes a man as White as 


ow, and he may. call himſelf Or- 


i 0dox. 224 

gene This that I tell you will hoid 
ood as to France and Germany; for 
ile have heard that in Spuin and 7aly: 


here is a ſet of Derviſes that won't 
e jeſted with, but will burn a man 
s they wou'd burn ſtraw. When 
ny man falls into the hands of 


elle, happy is his Lot if he 

s always faid his Prayers with 
turtle wooden beads in his hand; or 
hes always carried about him rwo 


ieces of Cloth tied to rwo: Ribs 
ons ; or has ever been in a Pro- 


prince called Galicia wirhout thefe 
ts lings the poor Dog is in a pitiful 
hs aſe: if He (wears: Ike "1 / 

tis 


hat he is an Orthodox 


— —v_O 22 — 
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tis ten to one they don't agree up 
on the terms; but burn him for; 
Heretic: in vain he offers his dy 
ſtinction: they won't trouble they 
heads about diſtinctions: and hey 
Aſhes before they will ever examir 
whether there is any thing in it a 
no. | | c 143 
Other Judges uſually preſum 
the perſon accuſed to be innocent 
theſe always take it for ' granted 
that he is guilty : and wheneye 
there 1s any Take in the caſe, th 
lay it down to themſelves for a Ru 
to incline to Severity : probab) 
this may ariſe from the il op 
they have of mankind; but on«hy 
other hand, they have ſo good 
one of them, that they never think 
them capable of telling a Lye; fa 
they will receive the Evidence d 
mortal enemies, women of bat 
repute, and fellows of infamous pro 
feſſions. In their Sentence, the 
pay a ſmall compliment to tholk 
whom they dreſs in a fiery ſhirt; 
they tell them they are very ſor 

[0 
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> ſee them in ſuch a ſcurvy dreſs 
at for: their parts they are merci- 
and abhor blood, and are griey- 
at heart that they have con- 
>mned them: but to comfort 
emſelves, poor men, theꝝ con- 
ſcate all the effects of the miſera- 
e wretches, to their own cof- 


IS. 

it Happy the Land which is inha- 
coed by the Children of the Pro- 
va ets: theſe mournful Spectacles 
* there unknown *: the holy Re- 
ul | 


zion brought down to them by 
ngels, defends it ſelf by the mere 
ogrce of Truth, and has no need 


. theſe violent Methods for its ſup- 
rt. ö | 
nink e 

| fot Paris, the 12th of the Moon 

e 0 Chalval, 1712. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 
Rica 70 the ſame, at Smim 


FH E Inhabitants of Paris hu 
1 a Spirit of Curioſity in the 
that is perfectly extravagant. Whe 
1 arrived here, I was ſtared at wi 
J had drop'd from Heaven: 
and young, women and eh 
dren, all muſt have a fight of ne 
if F went abroad, every body g 
to their windows: if I walk'di 
the Tuilleries, immediately a Cin 
was form'd round me: the won 
made a Rainbow about me, vant 
with a thouſand colours. If I we 
to the public Shews, preſently 
hundred Spying-glaſſes were | 
vell'd at my ſtrange figure: 
ſhort, never was man ſo much { 
as I was. I ſometimes ſmiled tobe 
people that had hardly ever ftin 
out of their chamber, whalper! 
one another; It muſt be confell 


his Air is truly Perſian. And, vl 
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moſt wonderful, I found Pictures 
me wherever I went. I ſaw my 
f multiplied in every Shop, upon 
ery Chimney; ſo fearful were 
ey that they ſhou'd not ſee me e- 
ough. HEE 
vet all theſe Honours are but 
urthenſome. T did not imagine 
y ſelf to be any thing ſo curious, 
r ſo extraordinary: and tho” I have 
very good opinion of my ſelf, I 
ever dreamt I ſhou'd have diſturb- 


1 


che peace of a great City where 
body knew me. This made me 
u (olve to lay aſide my Perſian ha- 


it, and put on an European dreſs, 
d find whether any thing ſo admi- 
ble wou'd remain in my counte- 
nce. 'This tryal brought me to 
true knowledge of my ſelf: when 
ript of my foreign ornaments, I 
w my ſelf prized at my true rate: 
had great reaſon to be angry with 


ſtim y Tailor for making me loſe, in a 
per oment, all the public eſteem and 
ffeſchbnſideration: for Lat once ſunk in- 


a moſt terrible Nothingnefs : I 
1 ſome- 
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ſometimes ſat an hour together, 
company, without opening 
mouth, or being ſo much as look! 
at: but if any body by chance drop 
a word that I was a Perſian, in a 
inſtant there was a buz about ny 
ears: Ha, ha! FRE entice a Pr 
an! Strange! That an 
0; r = Bag ” bay 


Paris, the 6th of the Moen 
Chalval, 1712. 1 8 


—7 . 1 


*Rhedi to Usbek, at Paris 


1 Am now at Venice, my dear Us 
be; one may have ſeen all th 
Cities in the World, and yet h 
ſurprized at the ſight of Yea! 
it will always be matter of wond! 
to ſee a great Town, .lofty Spit 
and Moſques riſing out of. the We 
ter, aid to find a People witbo 

6 mum 
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umber in a place where there 
pught to be — 


But this profane 


107 


but Fiſhes. 

ity is deſtitute 
precious Treaſure in 
he world; I mean, freſh running 


ater 3 it is impoſſible here to ac- 


ompliſh one ſingle ablution law- 
ally. It is held in abomination by 
ur holy Prophet; and he never 
ooks down upon it from his lofty 
eat in Heaven, without rage. 
Were it not for this, my dear” 
Label, I ſhould be charmed to live 
n a City where my mind improves 
very day: I inform my ſelf in the 
ecrets of Trade, in the Intereſts of 
rinces, in the form of their Go- 
ernment : I do not neglect even- 
he European Superſtitions z I ap- 
ly my ſelf to Phyſic, Natural Phi 


olophy, Aſtronomy: I ſtudy the 


Chalval, 1712. 


enice, 16th of the Acon ̃ 


F 3 


Arts: in a word, F'diſpell the Clouds 
hich darkened my ſight in the 
ountry of my Birth. 
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end of our journey, when being ci 


LETTER XXX. 
ee 


1 Went t' other day to ſee a Hou 
where about three hundred Peg 
ple are maintained poorly enough: 
i had ſoon ſatisfied my curioſity; 
for neither the Church, nor th 
Buildings, deſerve much notia 
The poor folks in this houſe wet 
merry enough: ſeveral of het 
were playing at Cards, or oth 
Games, which I knew nothing d 
As I went out, one of the men yt 
going out too, and hearing me al 
which was the way to the Mar 
which is the furtheſt part of all f 
7453 I am going thither, ſays he, a 
will conduct you: follow me. | 
led me to my heart's content, ex 
cated me out of all crowds, and 
ved me dextrouſly from Carts ul 
Coaches: we were juſt come tot 


50 


ous to know what my Guide was: Mi 
$0 
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od Friend, ſaid I to him, may not 
know who you are? I am a 


Vhat, ſaid I, Blind? And why 
Wid not you defire the honeſt man 


hat was playing at cards with 
peo ou, to be our guide? He is blind 
uot WW 00, 1 he : for theſe four 
fn undred years there have been three 
r undred blind folks of us in that 
ot bouſe where you found me: but I 
we nut leave you ; this is the ſtreet 


You enquired for: I muſt mix 


ot 

ng oat Church, where I dare ſwear 
n vil thall hinder other people more 
xc han they will me. 


Paris, the 17th of the Moon 
Chalyal, 1712, 


lind man, Sir, anſwered he. 


vith the crowd, and enter into 
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humanity. On the contrary, 
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LETTER XXX. 
Usbek 0 Rhedi, at Venice 


17 Ine is ſo dear at Parish 
means of the Duties it 1 
charg'd with, that one wol 
think the deſign was to make ti 
people obey the precept of the Dþ 
vine Alcoran, which forbids tht 
of ie : 
When-I medirate upon the fat 
effects of that liquor, I cannot heh 
looking upon it as the moſt drei 
tul pretent that ever Nature mal 
to Man. If any thing ever ſtan 
ed the lives and reputations of oll 
Monarchs, it was their intemp6 
Trance : it is the moſt envenomdl 
ipring of all their Injuſtice all 
Cruelty. I will ſpeak it to ti 
{ſhame of mankind-: the Law fot 
bids our Princes the uſe of wink 
and they drink it to an-excels thi 
degrades them even from A 
Chris 


Perſian Letterr. rtr 
EChriſtian Princes are allowed it; 


and it is never obſerved to lead 


hem into any irregularities. The 
ind of Man is made up of con- 


tradictions: in the licentiouſneſs of 


a debauch- they rebel againſt all 
precepts with a kind: of Fury; 


and the Law deſigned to make us 
juſt often ſerves only to make us 
ore criminal. 


But when I diſapprove the uſe © 
of this liquor, which deprives man 


pf his Reaſon; I do not in like 


anner condemn thoſe -beyerages - 


hich chear and comfort it. It is 
he Wiſdom of the Orientals to 


eek remedies» againſt melancholly 


s much as againſt the moſt dan- 


gerous diſtempers. When any miſ- 


Fortune befalls an European, he has 
Po other r e to read a Phi- 


Noſopher call 


Seneca but the . 


Palio, much more prudent, and in 
his particular better Phyſicians, 


ſe liquors capable of making the 


cart. of man glad, and charming 


W 
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away the remembrance of his 4 
fictions. | 
Nothing. can be more gloom 
than the conſolations drawn fron 
the neceſſity of Evil, the ineffed 
alneſs of remedies, the irreverſib 
neſs of Fate, the Decrees of Pro 
vidence,. and the wretchednels 
the State of Man: it is ridiculoy 
to go about to ſoften the misf 
tune by the conſideration that ma 
is born te miſery: it is mueh bet 
ter to lift the mind out of its v 
flexions, and to manage the man n 
ther as a creature endued will 
Senſation than with Reaſon. 
The Soul while united with th 
Body is continually tyrannized ont 
by it : if the motion of the bloc 
is too ſlow ; if the ſpirits are nd 
enough purified ;- if they: are notul 
ſufficient quantity, we fall into & 
jection and ſorrow : but if we tis 
ſome beverage capable of alteriy 
this diſpoſition of the Body; 0 
Soul again becomes capable of 1 
cciving gay impreſſions, and tak 


a ſecret delight in perceiving its 
Machine reſume life and mo- 
tion. | 


Paris, the 25th of the Moon © 
Zilcade, 1713. 
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LETTER XXXII. 
Rica 70 Ibben, at Smirna. 8 


— 


he latter: the firſt have more of 
enderneſs and modeſty, the ſe- 


e mond more of gayety and ſpright- 
W | 
o What makes the blood ſo rich 


fe the women lead; they neither 
ame nor fit up a- nights; they 


os d to the weather: I muſt con- 
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HE women of Perſa are finer 
women than thoſe of France; 
but thoſe of France are prettier: 
t is impoſſible not to love the for- 
ner and not to be delighted with 


nd florid in Perſia is the regular 


rink no wine, and never are ex- 


feſs, 
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feſs, the Seraglio is calculated ry 
ther for health than pleaſure : it is 
ar flat, uniform, ſtill life, withoutany 
ſpirit in it to quicken it; even 
thing there ſavours of ſubordination 
and duty; Delight itſelf is ther 
grave, and Joy ſevere, and are hard: 
ly, ever taſted otherwiſe than as to- 
kens of authority and dependance. 

Neither have the men in Perjy 
the. ſame gayety as the Freuch have 
they diſcover none of that freedon 
of mind, that fatisfied air, which 
are here found in all degrees and 
conditions of Lite. 

It is much worſe in Tul 
There you may find families where 
in from father to ſon, no one hs 
laugh'd ſince the foundation of tis 
monarchy... 

This gravity of the Afatics pro 
ceeds from the little converlatid 
they have with each other: the) 
never ſee. one another, but when 
forc'd to it by ſome ceremom 
Friendſhip, that. pleaſing engage 
ment. of the. heart which. * 

| Makes 


— 
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makes up the ſweetnels of life, is 
to them - almoſt unknown; they 
retire into. their houſes, where they 
always find a certain company that 
waits for them; ſo that every in- 
dividual- family ſtands, as it were, 
an iſland by it ſelf. ; 
Diſcourſing one day upon this 
ſubject with a man of this coun- 
try, ſays he to me: What I think 
moſt amiſs in your manners, is your 
being obliged to live as you do 
with flaves- whoſe. minds and in- 
clinations- always have a reliſn of 
the meanneſs of- their condition: 
Theſe raſcally - ſort of people weak- 
en in you the ſentiments of vir- 
tue which you dere. from nature, 
and hinder their growth from your 
very infancy that they. beſet you. 
Shake but off your - prejudices, 
and what can .you- expect from an 
education that is received from the 
hands of a wretch who places his 
whole merit in being Gaoler to 
another man's wives, and is proud 
ol. the. yileſt employment that _ 


116 Perſian Letters: 


kind is capable of? who is deſp- 
cable for that very fidelity which 
is his only virtue; being prompt- 
ed thereto by Envy, Jealouſy, and 
Deſpair; who burning with deſire 
to revenge himſelf of both Sexes, 
being the out-caſt of both, is con- 
tent to be tyranniz'd over by th: 
| ſtrongeſt, . provided that he may 
but afflict the weakeſt; who deri. 
ving from his imperfection, his ug- 
lineſs, and deformity, the whole lu- 
{tre of his condition, is only eſteem'd 
becauſe he is unworthy to be ſo; 
who, in ſhort, . rivetted for ever to 
the gate where his ſtation is, har- 
der than the very hinges and bolts 
that faſten it, values himſelf upon 
a fifty years exerciſe of that ſcans 
dalous office, where taking charge 
of his maſter's jealouſy, he letz 
looſe his utmoſt barbarity. 


Paris, the 14th of the Moon, 
Zilhage, 1712. 


t api oizs; 
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LRT TER XXXIII. 


Usbek to Gemchid his Coaſin. 


A Derviſe of the ſhining 
Monaſtery of Tauris. 


1 7 Hat thinkeſt thou of the 
Chriſtians, ſublime Der- 


viſe? Believeſt thou that at the day 


of Judgment they ſhall be like the 
Infidel Turks, who ſhall ſerve the 
Jews for Aſſes, and ſhall be rid by 
em a good round trot to hell? I 
am well aſſur'd they ſhall not go to 
the abode - of the Prophets; and 
that the Great Haly was not ſent. 
for their ſakes. But becagile they 
have not been ſo happy as to find 
Moſques in their country, doſt thou 
think that they will be condemn'd 
to eternal puniſhments, . and that 
God will chaſtiſe them for not 
practiſing a Religion which he did 
not make known to them? I tell 


thee I have. often examin'd - theſe 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians I have queſtioned them;? 
to ſee if they had any notion of the 
Great Haly who was the faireſt of 
men, and I have found that they 
never ſo much as heard of him. 
They do not in the leaſt reſem- 
ble thoſe Infidels whom our holy 
Prophets put to the ſword becauſe 
they refuſed to believe in the mira: 
cles of Heaven: they are rather like 
thoſe unhappy ones who dwelt in 
the thick darkneſs of Idolatry, be- 
fore the divine Light ſhone forth 
on the countenance of our Great 
Prophet. | 
Again; if you ſift narrowly into 
their Religion, you will fnd a 
- fprinkling of our doctrines. I have 
often admired the ſecret ways of 
Providence, who ſeems thereby ins 
clin'd to prepare them for the gene- 
ral converſion. Lhave heard talk of 
book written by. their. Doctors, en- 
titled Polygamy: Triumphant; where: 
in. it is proved that the Chriſtians 
are enjoyned Polygamy : their Bap- 
tiſm is an image of our legal ab- 
lutions; 


. „ „ 


Perſian Lefters, 119 
lations 3 and the Chriſtians are only 
miſtaken in the efficacy they aſcribe 
to the firſt ablution, which they be 
lieve ought to ſuffice for all the 
reſt : their Prieſts and their Monks 
pray as we do ſeven times a day: 
they hope to enjoy a Paradiſe, 
where they ſhall taſte a thouſand 
delights, by means of the Reſur- 
rection of Bodies: they have, 
like us, ſett Faſts, mortifications 
with which they hope to work 
upon the divine Mercy: they wor- 
ſhip good Angels, and are afraid of 
bad ones; they have a holy credu- 
lity for miracles, which God works 
by the miniſtry of his ſervants: 
they own, as we do, the inſufficien- 
cy of their own merits, and that 
they ſtand in need of an Interceſſor 
with God. Pho” I don't find Ma- 
bomet among them, I every where 
meet with Mahometiſm. Do all 
they can, 'Truth will prevail, and 
break thro? the cloud that ſurrounds 
her. A day will come when the 
Eternal will ſee nothing uponcthe 

| Earth. 5 
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Earth but true Believers : Time, 
which conſumes every thing, wil 
even deſtroy Error it felt: All Men 
will be aſtoniſh'd to behold them 
ſelves under the ſame Banner : eve- 
ry thing will be at end, not except: 
ing the Law it ſelf: the dive 
books will be taken up from Earth 
and conveyed among the Celeſtial 
Archives. 


Paris, the 20th of the Moon 
Zilhage, 1713. 


— — — 


— 


LETTER XXXIV. 
Usbek fo Rhedi, at Venice. 


. is very much in ule 4 
Paris: There are multitude 
of publick Houſes where they di 
ſtribute it. In ſome'of thele how 
ſes they talk news, in others the 
play at draughts: there's one 
them where the Coffee is prepar\ 
in ſuch a manner as to intuſe vil 
into 


2 / ͤ 
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into thoſe that drink it; at leaſt 
there is not one but beheves he 
has four times more wit when he 


em WW gocs out than when he came in. 

ve· But what I can't approve of, is 
2pt- that theſe Wits are of no manner 
y cot uſe to their Country, and do no- 


thing but amuſe their Talents upon 
boyiſh ſubjects : for example, when 
firſt I came to Paris, I found them 
very hot upon one of the ſlende- 
reſt ſubjects that could be imagin'd 
it was concerning the reputation of 
an old Greek Poet, the place of 
whoſe birth, as. well as the time of 
his death, has been unknown for 
above two thouſand years. 

Both parties own'd that he was 
an excellent Poet: the only queſti- 
on was, whether he had more or 
leſs merit aſcribed to him than he 
deſcrv'd. Each was for ſettling the 
Rates; but amongſt theſe Aſſizers 
of reputation, ſome made better 
weight than the others; the diſ- 
pute was very ſharp ; they ſo cor- 
dially abus'd each other, and ** 
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ſo very bitter in their rallery, that 
F no leſs wonder'd at the Manner 
of their diſputing than at the Mat. 
ter of the diſpute. If any one, ſaid 
T'to my ſelf, were ſo fool-hardy in 
the preſence of one of theſe de 
fenders of the Greek Poets, to fall 
foul on the reputation of ſome ho- 
neſt Citizen, how would he be 
reprimanded! ſure this nice zeal for 
the reputation of the Dead woull 
be hot indeed for that of the Li 
ving! Be that as it will, added], 
God keep me from ever bringing 
upon my head the enmity of the 
Senſors of this Poet; who, tho 
he has been in his grave theſe tw 
thouſand years, can't yet eſcape (0 
implacable a hatred. They do but 
beat the Air- now : what woull 
they do, were they animated by 

the preſence of an Enemy ? 
Theſe I have been ſoaking of 
diſpute in the vulgar tongue, ani 
are to be diſtinguiſhed from ano- 
ther ſort of Diſputants, who make 
uſe of a barbarous Language, which 


ſeem 


8 
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ſeems to add ſomething to the rage 
ind obſtinacy of the Combatants. 
There are certain parts of the 
Town where this ſort of people 
are at it, helter skelter, night and 
day; they feed upon Diſtinctions; 
they ſubſiſt upon Obſcure Reaſo- 
nings and Falſe Conſequences: This 
trade, which one would think 
would hardly find a Man in bread, 
does not fail to turn to account: 
we have ſeen a whole Nation, ex- 
pell'd out of their own Country, 


| |, Wicroſs the Seas to come and ſettle 
in; in France, bringing nothing along 
the with them to ward off the neceſſities 
ho of life, but a. formidable Talent for 


diſputation, Adieu. 


e {0 
but r ns, rhe la /t of the Men 
duld 


-Zilhage, 1713. 
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LETTEB XXXV. 
 Usbek 70 Ibben, at Smirna, 
"HE King of France is old: 


| we have not in our hiſtorie 
one example of a Perſian Monarch 
that has 3 8! near ſo long. H 
is ſaid to poſſeſs to a very high ds 
gree the talent of cauſing himſel 
to be obey'd: he governs with the 
fame Genius his Family, his Cour, 
his Kingdom: He has been often 
heard to ſay, that of all the ge- 
vernments in the world, that 6 
the Turks, or that of our augult 
Sultan, would pleaſe him belt ; ſo 
great. a value does he ſet upon the 
Oriental Politicks. 

I have ſtudyed his character, and 
have found therein contradiction! 
which it is impoſſible for me to 
reconcile: for example, he has 4 
Minitter not above eighteen yeals 
old; and a Miſtreſs that is turn'd 
of fourſcore : He doats on his Re- 

ligion, 
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ligion, and yet can't endure ſuch as 
afſert that it ought to be rigidly 
practiſed : Tho' he ſhuns the tu- 
mult of Cities, and communicates 
himſelf but little, yet is he taken 
up from morning till mght upon 
means how: he may give occaſion . 
to be talked: of: he loves trophies 
and victories; but is. as fearful of 


e. ecing a good General at the head 
If ef his own Troops, as he wou'd 
the Wave reaſon to dread one at the 


head of his Enemies: No Prince 
but himſelf, as J find, was ever at. 
the ſame time richer than a Prince 
ou'd with to be; and poorer than 
; _ perſon could poſhbly bear 
0 be. 

He loves to gratify ſuch as ſerve 
im: but then he as liberally re- 
ards the Aſſiduities, or rather the 
Idleneſs of his Courtiers, as the la- 
dorious Campaigns of his Captains: 
e oftentimes prefers a Man that 
ndrefſes him, or gives him a nap- 


din when he fits down to Table, 
Re- efore another who takes him 
101 Towns 


z e 
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Towns or wins him Battles. H 
thinks that the Supream Grandeur 
-ought not to be confin'd in the diſtri 
bution of favours : and without ex. 
amining whether the Perſon whon 
he beſtows his Bounty upon, is 
really a Man of Merit ; -he thinks 
his choice of him makes him fo: 
and accordingly he has been know 
to beſtow a ſmall penſion upon: 
Man that fled from -the Enemy two 
Leagues; and a fine Government 
upon another that fled four, 

He is magnificent, principally 
in his Buildings: there are more 
Statues in the gardens of his Pr 
lace, than there are Inhabitants un 
a large City: His Guard is as ſtrong 
as that of the Prince before whom 

all the thrones of the Earth truckle 
and are reduced to duſt: His Ar 
mies are as numerous, his Supplies 
ns endleſs, and his Exchequer as in 
exhauſtible. 


Paris, the 7th of the Moon 
-Maharram, 1713, 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Rica to lbben at Smirna. 


T is a great queſtion among 
Men, whether it is better to de- 
rive Women of Liberty, or to 
low it them. In my mind, there 
much to be ſaid on both ſides. 
the Europeans will have it to 
> ungenerous to make thoſe un- 
ppy whom we love; our Aa- 
ts anſwer, that it is an argu- 
ent of a poor Spirit for Men to 
nounce the 'Empire which -Na- 
te has beſtow'd on them over the 
omen. If we are told that a 
eat number of Women ſhut up 
e very troubleſome; they anſwer, - 
it ten Women that are obedient, 
leſs troubleſome than One that is 
t. Now if in their turn they object 
t the Europeans can't be happy 
th Women that are not faich- 
to them: their anſwer is, that 
s fame Fidelity, fo much boaſt- 
r. I. G ed 
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ed of, does not hinder the diſpuf 
which always follows a gratified 
Paſſion; that our Women are to 
much ours; that ſo calm a Poſſe 
ſion leaves us nothing to with q 
to fear; that a little Coquettry i 
as it were the Salt which not only 
gives the reliſh, but prevents car 
ruption. Perhaps a wiſer Man tha 
my ſelf would be at a loſs how t 
decide this queſtion : for if the 4 
fiaticks do very well to look out fy 
means to calm their Inquietnde 
the Europeaus are as much in the 
right, to have no Inquietudes at all 
After all, ſay they, though we 
were unhappy in quality of Huk 
bands, we thould ſtill find meant 
to make our ſelves amends, in qui 
lity of Lovers. | | 
No Man can with reaſon cons 
plain of the Infidelity of his Wik 
unleſs there were but three Pe 
ſons in the World; they wall i 
quits, ſo long as there are four. 
There is another great Queſtioh 


namely, whether by the 7 0 
4 
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Nature the Women are ſubject to 
he Men. No certainly, ſaid a 
ery gallant Philofopher to me the 
other day, Nature never dictated 
any ſuch Law: the Empire we 
aſſume over them is down-right 
yranny : which they let us ex- 
rciſe, only becauſe they have 
ore Good-nature than we, and 
onſequently more Humanity and 
eaſon: theſe very advantages, 
vhich doubtleſs ought to give them 
he Superiority had we been ra- 
jonal, have loft it them, becauſe 
ve are otherwiſe, 5 

Now if it be true that the 
dower we have over the Wo- 
en, is merely tyrannical; it is no 
els true that they have over us an 
zmpire natural; that of Beauty, 
hich nothing can reſiſt. Our 
\uthority extends not to all Coun- 
ries; whereas that of Beauty is 
Inverſal : wherefore then do we 
lam a preheminence ? Is it becauſe 
'c are ſtronger than they? but 
erein is a manifeſt Injuſtice; we 
G 2 employ 


130 Perſian Letters. 


employ all manner of means te 
break their Spirits: they would 
be equally vigorous, were their 
Education equal to ours: try then 
in the Talents, which education 
has not enervated; and you vil 
fee whether they are weaker than 


Us. * 
This muſt be confeſt, tho' it j 
contrary to our cuſtom; among 
the moſt civiliz'd Nations, Wo- 
men always had the authority o- 
ver their Husbands: It was eſt 
bliſhed by a Law among the E. 
gyptians, in honour of s, and 4 
wong the Babylonians, in honour 
of Semiramis. It is ſaid of the N. 
mans, that they commanded all Nx 
tions, but obey'd their Wiyes. | 
take no notice of the Sarmatians 
who were really Slaves to the Sex; 
they were too much Baryzarians t0 
be quoted for an Example. 
Thou ſeeſt, my dear Hben, that 
J have imbib'd the taſte of thi 
Country, wherein they love to 
maintain extraordinary Or 
an 
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and to reduce every thing to a 
paradox. The Prophet has deci- 
ded the queſtion, and has adjuſt- 
ed the rights of both Sexes: the 
Wives ought to honour their Huf- 
bands, and the Husbands their 
Wives; but the former have the 


advantage to be one degrec above 
the latter. 


Parie, 2675 of the Moon 
Cemmadi 2, 13. 


- „ We 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


1 Hadgi Ibbi to the Jew Ben 
Joſhua, « Mahometan . ä 
lite, at Smirna. 


T ſeems. to me, Ben Joſhuct, 
that the Birth of extraordinary 
Perſonages is always uſhered in with 


— — 


Hadgi is one that has been in Pilgrim: e 
at Mecca, 


G 3 {ome © 
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ſome ſtupendous ſigns and . 
ances; a1 if N Im. fuffer'd af 
of Criſis, and the Celeſtial poye 
cou'd not bring forth without the 
pangs of Child-birth. 

Nothing is ſo marvellous as the 
Birth of Mahomet. God who hy 
the decrees of his Providence had 
reſolv'd from the very beginning 
to ſend to mankind this mighty 
Prophet, to chain up Satan; er 
ated a Light two thouſand yen 
before Adam, which paſſing fron 
Ele& to Elect, from one Anceftor 
to another Anceſtor of Mabont, 
at length deſcended to Him, as a 
authentick teſtimony. of his being 
ſprung from the Patriarchs. 

It was therefore for the ſake df 
this ſame Prophet, that Gol 
Willed not that any Child ſhoul 
be conceiv'd, till the nature d 
Woman fhould ceaſe to be ut 
cleanz and the Virile Inftrument 
were deliver'd up to Circumciſ- 
on. 

He came into the world Cir 

cumciz'd; 


— 
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umciz'd; and Joy was ſeen upon 
his Countenance at the very inſtant 
of his birth: thrice did the Earth 
tremble as if ſhe her ſelf had been 
in labour: all the Idols fell flat 
on their faces: the Thrones of 
Kings were overturn'd: Lucifer 
was thrown down to the bottom 
of the Sea, and ſwam therein for 
orty days before he emerg'd from 
the deep Abyſs: after which he 
fled to mount Cabes, from whence 
with a terrible voice he call'd up- 
on the Angels. 024 , 
That very night did God ſet a 
bounder-mark between Man and 
Woman, which neither of them 
could paſs over: the Art of the 
Magicians and Necromancers found 
it telf bereft of virtue: a Voice 
was heard from Heaven ſaying 
theſe words; I have ſent to the 
world my faithful Friend. 

According to the teſtimony of 
[ben Aben the Arabian Hiſtorian, 
the generations of Birds, Clouds, 
Winds, and all the fquadrons of 
G 4 Angels 


— 
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do have the foſtering of him; becau 


to us, becauſe, we can convey t 


the refreſhing coolneſs of the WI 
ters. Upon which the Angel 
cry'd out, indignant? what wil 
there remain for us to do? But 
Voice was heard from Heavey 
which put an end to all diſpute: 


the breaſts that ſhall give hin 
ſuck; the hands that ſhall touci 
him; the roof he ſhall dwell ut 


Angels aſſembled themſfelyes t, 
breed up this Child, and there wy 
great contention among them wh 
ſhould have the honour of it. Th 
Birds ſaid, warbling, that they ough 


they could more eaſily bring togs 
ther the various fruits of diff 
rent. climates. The Winds muy 
mur'd and faid, it. rather belong 


— 4 = — ——— — — 1 > <0 


SI 


him the moſt. agreeable Odouy 


from all parts. No, ſaid thi 
Clouds, the care of him ought y 
be committed to us, becauſe we 


will every inſtant impart to hin 


He ſhall not be taken out of the 
hands of Mortals ; becauſe happy 


der, 
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der; and the bed he ſhall 1 
on. 
After ſo many flagrant teſtimo- 
nials, my dear 7oſhua, a man muſt 
have an heart of ſteel not to be- 
lieve his holy Law. What cou'd | 
Heaven do more to prove his di- 
vine Miſſion, unleſs Nature it ſelf 
had been overturn'd; and mankind 
who were to be convinced, had - 


been deſtroy'd 2. 


paris, 20th of the Moon & 
Rheged, 1713, 


it. i. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 
Usbek fo lbden, at. Smirna. 
4 S ſoon as a great Man is 
dead, they meet here in a 
Moſque, and make his funeral IS - 
vation; that is, a Diſcourſe in his 
praiſe: with which, after all, a man 


would be puzzled to decide exactly 
98 whether 
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whether the deceas'd had 
- deal of Merit, or none & 

I would have theſe funeral 0 
ſtentations baniſh'd : nen ſhouldh 
bewail'd at their Birth, and ng 
at their Death. What avail th 
ceremonies and mournful form 
lities about a fick man in his lf 
moments; his Family weepug 
his Friends grieving, but only tg 
exaggerate the loſs he is going to 
ſuffer, and make him the loather 
to depart ? 

We are ſo blind that we knoy 
not when we are to mourn, 0f 
when we are to rejoice : we hare 
hardly ever any thing beſide 
fictitious Sadneſs, or fiCtitious 
Mirth. 

When I ſee the Mogul every 
year. fooltfhly put himſelt into x 
ballance, and cauſe himſelf to be 
weigh'd like an Ox; when I fe 
his People rejoicing at their Pn. 
ce's being grown more corpulem, 
that is to ſay leſs capable of go 
verning 
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verning them; I can't help pity- 
ing the extravagance of the Mind 
of. Man. 


dhe Paris, 20th of the Moon 

Rh 1713. 
et egeb, 1713 | 
the nes 


LETTER XXXIX. 


lof 

"8 7:e Chief of the black Eu- 
4 nuchs to Usbek. 

\ther 


TSMAEL, one of the black 

Eunuchs, magnificent Lord, is 
uſt now dead, and I thought it in- 
umbent upon me to fill up his 
lace. Eunuchs being at preſent 
xtreamly ſcarce, I had thoughts 
making uſe of a black Slave which 
ou hait in the Country : . but as 
et I have not been able to prevail 
pon him to ſuffer himſelf to be 


0 be . - 

| fe nfccrated into this employment. 
pr onſidering with my ſelf, that in 
len e main it was for his own good, 
5 reloly'd- "other day to uſe a lit- 
ning | tlc 
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tle rigour towards him; and fo, i 
conjunction with the. Intendant g 
thy Gardens, I ordered him, in hy 
own 9 to be put into a con 

dition of rendring to thee Service 

with which thy Heart 1s. moſt de 

lighted, and to live as J do with 

theſe tremendous Walls, which | 

dares not ſo much. as look. upon 

But he ſet up his throat as | 

wo- had been a going to skin hin 

and was ſo very, mutingus, al 

made ſuch reſiſtance, that he gy 

away from us, and eſcap'd the. ts 
tal knife. I have juſt. now beg 

informed, that he intends to wri 

to, thee, to ask thy Excuſe; aft 

ming that I conceiv'd this deſi 

purely to revenge my ſelf on him, fot 
his ſaying certain ſharp things con 

cerning me. I {wear by the hundr 

thouſand, Prophets, that I acted up 

on no other motive, than, the ad: 

vancement of thy ſervice, tht 

only. thing that I. value, and be 

and which I extend not m 


iew, nor have Eyes for. any 5 
: | Wh 2 ef 
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ther object. I proſtrate my ſelf at 
thy feet.. ry, 


From the Seraglio of Fatme, 
7th of the Moon Mahar- 
ram; %s... 
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LETTER XL. 


Pharan 70 Usbek, his Sove- 
reign Lord. 


WW Er't thou here, magnificent 
Lord, I ſhou'd appear be- 
fore thee, all paper'd over with 
Petitions andRepreſentations,and all 
little enough to contain an account. 
of the outrages I have ſuffered ſince 
thy departure, from the hands of 
the chief black Eunuch, che wick- 
edeſt of men. 55 
Under colour of ſome Ralleries, 
which he pretends I utter'd con- 
cerning the unhappineſs of his con- 
dition, he pours upon my head the. 
whole ſtock of his inex preſſible Re- 
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treatment, have this conſolation, 
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venge ; he has inflam'd againft me 
the cruel Intendant of thy Gardeng, 
who ſince thy departure impoſe 
on me moſt unſufferable tasks, un- 
der which I have a thouſand times 
been upon the brink of expiring, 
yet without abating in the leaſt of 
my ardour to ſerve thee. How mx 
ny times have I ſaid within my felt; 
I have a Maſter who is all over 
goodneſs, and yet there breaths not 
a more unhappy Slave than I! 

I confeſs to thee , magnificent 
Lord, I did not think my miſery to 
be capable of any addition : but'this 
curſed Eunuch was reſolved to fill 
up the meaſure of his wllany. Some 


days ago, of his own private au- 
| thority, he markt me out for 2 


keeper of thy ſacred Women; that 
is, he deſtin'd me to an Execution 
which would be, to one in my caſe, 
a thouſand times worſe than death 


it ſelf. Thoſe who at their birth 


have been ſo unfortunate as to fe- 
ceive from their cruel Parents ſuch 


that 
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e chat they never knew what it was 
„co be otherwiſe; but for me to be 
s WY degraded and ſtript of Manhood 

1» m ſure I ſhou'd dye of Grief, if 11 
s over-lived the Pain. 

p, I embrace thy Feet, fublime 
of Lord, in the moft profound humi- 
 Wlity ; grant me to feel the effects of 
t; chat Virtue which is ſo much re- 
ſpected: and let it not be ſaid that 
by thy command there. is in the 
world one CC man the more. 


From the Gardens at HEY 


7th of the Moon Mahar- 
fill —_— 8 
me 
u- F b N P TERS e 
1 „LA E R XLI. 
ion 
fe, sbek zo Pharan, ar the Gar- 
ath dens at F atme.. | 
1th k 
e- 


R Eceive joy into thy heart, and | 

recognize thefe ſacred Chara- 

ters: — the chief Eunuch and | 
the i] 
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the Intendant of my Garden to kif 
the ſame : I- forbid them to lay 
hand on thee before I return: le 
them purchaſe an Eunuch to ſupply 
the place of him that is wanting: 90 
on and perform thy duty, as if thou 
hadſt Me always —.— thine eyes: 
and know, that the greater my 
kindneſs is, the more ſeverely ſhalt 
thou be puniſht, if thou.abuſeſt.it, 


Paris, the 25th of the Moon 
Nhegeb; 1713. 


1 


* — — 
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LET I 80 ALik“ 
Usbek zo Rhedi, ar Venice. 


HERE are in France three ſort 
of Profeſſions, the Church, the 
Sword, and the Long Robe. Eick 
has a ſovereign contempt for the o- 
ther two : a man, for example, that 
ought to be deſpiſed only tor. being 
a Fool is often deſpiſed only becaulc 
he is a Lawyer, FE, 
; Even 


8 
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Even the vileſt Mechanicks will 
diſpute for the excellency of the 
Trade they have choſen: each ſets 
himſelf above him that is of a dif- 
ſerent Profeſſion; in proportion to 
the Idea which he has fram'd to 
himſelf of the Superiority of his 
own. f 

All men, more or leſs, reſemble 
that woman of the province of E- 
, who having received ſome 
fayour from one of our Monarchs, 
with'd a thouſand times, in her Bene- 
ditions of him, that Heaven would 
make him Governor of Erivan. 

I have read, that a. French Ship 
putting in upon the coaſt of Guinea, 
lome of the Crew went aſhore to 
buy Sheep. The Natives carry'd 
them to the King, who was diſpen- 
ling juſtice to his Subjects 5 a 
Tree. He was on his Throne, that is 
to ſay, a piece of Timber, as ſtate- 
ly as if he had fat upon that of the 
great Mogul: about him ſtood three 
or four Guards arm'd with hedge- 
lakes : an Umbrella in the __ | 

of. 
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of a Canopy skreen'd him from the 
heat of the Sun. All his own or: 
naments, as well as thoſe of the 
ueen his wife, conſiſted in ther 
black Hides, and ſome few Ring 
This Prince, whoſe vanity wy 
greater than his poverty, askt thok 
Strangers, Whether he was not 
much talkt of in France he fan- 
cy'd his name could not but be car- 
ried from one Pole to another: an 
being quite the reverſe of that Con 
neror, of whom it is ſaid, he had 
lenced the whole earth, thi 
Prince fancied it could not be but 
the whole Univerſe muſt ſpeak 
him. 
When the Cham of Tartary lu 
dined, a Herald proclaims, that al 
the Princes of the Earth may 90 
to dinner, if they think fit : and ti 
Barbarian, that lives upon mill. 
who has neither houſe nor hom, 
and ſubſiſts upon nothing but rol 
bing and cutting of throats, look 


upon all the Kings of the well 
6 0 , 


% 
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his Slaves, and regularly inſults over 


or. them twice a day. 


Paris, the 28th of the Moon 
Rheged, 1713. 


— 
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LETTER XLIII. 
Rhedi o Usbek, 22 


l y morning, as I was in 
bed, I heard a violent knock- 
ing at the door; which was ſoon 
opened, or rather broke open, by 
a man with whom I had contracted 
ſome acquaintance, and who ſeem'd 
o me to be quite out of his wats : 

his Apparel was a great deal more 
han modeſt : his Peruke, all awry, 
ad not been ſo much-as comb'd 
dut; he had not had leiſure to get his 
black Waiſtcoat mended ; and for 
hat day he had laid aſide the wiſe 
precautions with which he was 
ont to diſguiſe the dilapidations of 


bis Equipage. 8 
et 


227: 


% 
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Get up, ſays he to me, I ſhi 
have occaſion for you all this day; 
J have a thouſand Implements ty 
buy, and would be glad to have yd 
with me: firſt, we mult go to the 
Street St. Honore, to ſpeak to a Sei 
vener who has a commiſſion to {| 
an Eſtate to the value of five hun- 
dred thouſand Livres, and I an 
willing to have the refuſal of it 
As I came hither, I ſtopt a moment 
in the ſuburbs of Sr. Germain 
where I hired. a Houſe for tyo 
thouſand Crowns, and hope to oe 
8 contract executed ſome time to 
. 
Aſſoon as I was dreſt, or pretij 
near the matter, my Chap hall 
lugs me down with him: Firſt, kt 
us go and buy a Coach, and ſettle 
our Equipage : accordingly We 
bought not only a Coach, but wi 
riety of Merchandize, to the value 
of one hundred thouſand Livres, it 
leſs than an hour's time: all th 
was ſoon over, for he did not ſtan 


hagling, nor counted out a farthing 
2 al 
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money, ſo that he Joſt no time. 
began to muſe upon this; and 
hen | had examin'd into him a lit- 
le, J found in him an odd compli- 
tion of riches and poverty, ſo 
hat I knew not what to think: 
ut at length I broke ſilence, and 
aking him a little aſide, Sir, ſays 
to him, who is to pay for all this? 
ay ſelf, ſays he; come along with 
we into my chamber, and I will 
o you immenſe Treaſures and 
diches, enough to raiſe the envy of 
he greateſt Monarchs, but not 
our envy, for you ſhall ſhare them 
vith me. I follow him: we 
amber up to his fifth ſtory, and 
hen by a ladder we aſcend to the 
Ixth, which was a cloſet open to 
he four winds : in this cloſet I ſaw . 
thing but two or three dozen of 
arthen Baſons, fill'd with divers 
Iquors. I role betimes, ſays he; 
nd the firſt thing I did, according 
0 my cuſtom this five and twent 
ears, I viſited my Work; and found 
hat the great day was at laſt come, 
that 
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that was to make me the richeſt 


man upon the earth. Sce you this 


red liquor here? It now has all 
the qualities required by the Philo- 
ſophers towards the Tranſmutation 
of metals: I have extracted from it 


theſe grains you ſee here: they arc 


true gold with reſpect to their co- 
lour, tho' ſomewhat imperfect as to 
their weight. This ſecret, which 
Nicholas Flamel found out, but 
which Raymond Lully and mil- 
lions beſides have miſt, is fallen 
into my hands; and I am this day 
a happy Adept. God grant I make 
ſuch uſe of the treaſure he has been 
pleaſed to communicate to me, as 
may be for his Glory! — 

I turn'd about, and went, or n- 
ther fell down the ladder, tranſpor- 
ted with rage, and leſt this rich man 
in his rage, and left this rich man 
in his hoſpital. Adicu, my dear 
Usbek; I will come and lee thee to- 
morrow, and if thou art , inclined 
we will return together to Paris. 


Paris, the laſt of the Moon 
Rhegeb, 1713. 7 
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LerrTER XLIV. 
Usbek ro Rhedi, at Venice. 


Meet here with People that diſ- 
puſe without end about Religi- 
on; but, in my mind, the contention 
is,” who ſhall leaft follow the Pre- 
cepts of 1t. | 
They are not only better Chri- 
ſtians, but better Citizens; and this 
is what affects me very much: for 
whatever religion a man lives under, 
the obſervation of the Laws, love 
of our Neighbour, duty ro our Pa- 
rents, are the chief Acts of Reli- 
ion. 1 a 

And indeed, what is the firſt ob- 
ject of a religious man, but to pleaſe 
the Deity who eſtabliſhed that reli- 
gion he makes profeſſion of? But 
the ſureſt way to do this, is doubt- 
» {Wis to obſerve the rules of Society, 
d nud the duties of Humanity: for in 
whatever religion a man lives, the 
moment that any religion at all is 
ſup- 
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ſuppos'd, it muſt alſo neceſſarily be 
ſuppos'd that God loves men, be- 
cauſe he eſtabliſhes a religion to 
make them happy: that if he loves 
men, we are ſure to pleaſe him by 


loving them too; that is, by practi- 


ſing towards them all the duties 


of charity and humanity, and not 


violating the Laws under which 
they live. | 
Me are much ſurer to pleaſe God 
this way, than by obſerving ſuch 
or {ſuch a Ceremony. For: Ceremo- 
nies have no degree of goodnels in 
themſelves; they are only relative 
ly good, and in the ſuppoſition that 
God has enjoyn'd them: but this1s 
a very nice point: we wy eaſily 
deceive our ſelves ; for we mult make 
choice of thoſe of one religion, # 
mong thoſe of two thouſand. 

A certain man every day made 
this Prayer to God. © Lord, I un- 
derſtand nothing of theſe diſputes 


_ © that are continually had, concern- 


ing thee: I am willing to ſerve thee 
© according to Thy will; but every 
© man 
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man whom J conſult, will have me 
© ſerve thee according to His. When 
] am about to apply my ſelf to thee 
ein prayer, I know not what lan- 
guage to make uſe of, nor what po- 
ſture to put my ſelf in: one bids 
me pray ſtanding, another ſays I. 
muſt do it ſitting, and a third will 
have me perform it kneeling. This 
is not al; there are, WHO pre- 
tend I ought. to waſh me every 
morning with cold water; others 
aſſert that thou wilt look upon me 
with abhorrence, if T cut not off 


; a ſmall piece of my fleſh. I p 2 
ben' d the other day to eat a Rab», 
ly bet in a Carravanſary (an Inn:: 


e ſchree men that were there put 
me into a terrible fright, by tel- 
ling me that I had moſt grievouſſy 
offended thee; one, * becauſe it. 


de Dj PS. | 
n. Nas an unclean. creature;z another, 
< f becauſe it had been ſtrangled; 
n- and the laſt, + becauſe it was nut 
ce | . —— FORDS. 
7 WM 4 Jew. + 4 Turk, + An Armenian. 


I. 


 £hance of mind: I. can't move j 


— 
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< Fiſh, A Brachman who, was. going 
c hy, and whom. I appeal'd to, ſay 
C to me, they are. all in the, wrong, 
Cc for to be ſure you did not kill the 
«© creature. with your own hands: But 
I. did, ſays: I. Ahl then you hay 
been guilty, of an abominable a 

con, and God will never pardoryauy 
« ſays he to me, with aſevere Vic 
how de you know: but that 50 
c Father's. Soul was, d. into that 
© creature?. All theſe things, Lon 
© give me an unconceivable dullut 


«head but am threatned withhaving 
© provoked thee, ta wrath, and 
call this while Ideſire to pleaſe ti 
and in ſo doing to emplq, that ii 
_ ©] ow&- unto. thee: I. know not 
c ther Lerr; but I can't help beheny 
© that, the beſt way to do th 
c live like a good Citizen in the Soc 
© ry, wherein thouhaſt placed me a 
c like a good Father. in the Fam 
£ which thou haſt given me. 

Paris, 87h of the Moon | 

Chahban, 1713. 
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LET T Ex XV. 
Zachi 7h Usbek, ar _ 


[ Have a great piece of News co. 
_ tell thee: I am reconciled th Z. 
u tc ' Seraglis that Was divided" 


nato parties is now uttited again; 
Pe is nothi bing but thee wanting | 
vithin theſe bs; wherein Peace 
wells: come my dear Usbek, come, 
d let Love triumph therein. 
[ entertain'd” Zephir my 4 * guet, 
3 thy Mother. | 
Pal | Corina 'were, 
*; * and many of thy 
Coullt were there, likewiſe: 
ey came on horſeback, cover 
th the dusky ſhade of their Veils" 
d of their Appar | 2 
Next daß we' ſet out for. che 
duntry, Were we hoped to be 
ore at Liberty: we mounted our 
nels, and went four and four in 
neſt. It being a march made of 
ſudden, we had not time to ſend 
| H 2 about 
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quaint them with it, that they-might 
keep themſelves within doors: but 


mortal wound, which for ever d 


fate. And thus were theſe two uns 


thy faithful Eunuchs. 


about the Neighbourhaod to ac 


the, chief Eunuch, ' whoſe thought 
are always at work, took another 
precaution ; for, beſides the Cloth 
which hinder'd us from being ſeen 
he added ſo thick a Curtain that i 
hinder'd us. from ſecing any body, 

When we came to -croſs the rj 
ver, each of us according to e 
ſtom boxt our ſelves up, and wa 
convey'd into the boat: for 
were told the river was full of pegs 
ple. One more curious than ordy 
nary coming too near us receiyd 


priv'd him of the light of. the day 
Another, that was bathing ſtark m 
ked on the ſhore met with the lik 


fortunate wretches ſacrific'd to tl 
honour and ours, by the hands af 


ut mind what happened to 1 
afterwards. We were 1 7 got ta 


the middle of the River, whe 
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boiſterous a wind aroſe; ' and fo 
frightful a cloud covered the Sky, 
that the Marmers began to 'be in a 
conſternation. Frighted at this dan- 
ger, we almoſt all of us ſwooned 
away. I remember I heard the 
voice and diſputes of our Eunuchs: 
ſome of whom were for letting us 
know our danger; and for ſetting 
us at liberty: Fut the head of them 
declared he wou'd rather die than 
ſuffer his maſter to be thus diſho- 
noured, and that he would ſtab him 
that ſhould preſume to make ſuch 
a bold propoſal. One of my ſhe 
Slaves, quite beſide her ſelf, came 
nning to my aſſiſtance and all un- 
reſt: but a black Eunuch-laid hold 
dn her roughly, and ſent her back 
o the place from whence ſhe came. 
hen I ſwooned away, and recove- 
ed not my ſenſes till the danger 
Ser, ² ůꝛ0 ͤʃ—⏑1 
Women that go abroad, eſpeci- 
y on the water, have a hard 
me on't! Mengare expoſed to no 
angers but what threaten rheir 
H 3 8 lives . 
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lives; but we are every inſtant j 
danger of loſing our lives, or ou 
virtue. Adieu, my dear Ucbel. 


; 


mall for ever adore the. 


From the Seraglio at Fatme, the 2d eff 
the Moon Rhamazan, 1713. ; 


— = _— 


2 — 2 * yy EF 
bz ö : 


LETTER XLYIL | 
Usbek 70 Rhedi, ar Venice 
F HEY who love to improvei 
I k 


knowledge are never id 
tho'T have no important affair up 
on my hands, yet am I continual 
ee 
obſervation: I every evening cal 
mit to writing my remarks on wal 
IT haye ſeen, and on what I haſt 
heard, in the day time - every thit 4 
engages me, every thing ſurprits 
me: I am like a child whole 
der organs receive ſtrong imprelt 


ons from the leaſt objects. 
Ton will ee e 
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when 1 tell you we are welcome 
to all Companies and all 'Soci- 
eties : I believe it is much owing 
to Rica's lively wit and natural 
gayety, which makes him court all 
company, and be equally courted 
by all: Our Outlandith Air is now 
no longer offenſive to any body; 
nay we enjoy the ſurprize they are 
in, to fee us ſo polite: for the 
French imagine not that our Cli- 
mate can produce fuch Men as we 
are: And yet it muſt be own'd, 
they are well worth the undecei- 
ying. | q 8 
[have ſpent ſome days at a Coun- 
try ſeat near Paris, with a man of 
note, who is overjoy'd when his 
houſe is full of company; His Wife 
is a very lovely perfon, and befides 
an unfeighed modeſty,” the has a 
fprightlinels which our Ladies of 
Perſia know nothing of, by rea- 
ſon of their recluſe lives. 
Being a Stranger, the beſt thing 
I could do Was, according to cu- 
ſtom, to make my temarks upon 
H 4 that 


— — 
* 1 
˙¹üꝛ a — —— * 2 — — 
/ 


i: 


5 

# 

} 
8 


EI * 
SDKS oak 


—— — — — — — 4 - _— = = 
. 
% 


158 Perſian Letters. 


5 Pany with me, ſo that we were a 
mo 


then in the midff of a great cirel 


Jays I; but pray give me leave to ak 
you ſome queſtions, for I am quite 


all play, and converſing with people 


\ 


there is not a ſingle man here that 


*. 


that crowd of people that are ig 
ceſſantly flocking together, whoſe 
characters {till preſented me with 
ſomething new: at firſt I took no 
tice of a man whole fimplicity 
pleas'd me much; I ſtruck up vit 
17 and he as readily join'd com 


inſeparable. 
One day as we. were diſcourſing 
together in private, tho? we ven 


yet leaving the general talkers tg 
themſelves, Perhaps you will think 
me more curious than well bred, 


weary, of being thus thrown out d 


I can make nothing of: my mind ha 
been aboye two days at work, and 


has not put me to the torture aboꝶ 
two hundred times over; and ya 
in a thouſand years I ſhould» nere 
be able to make a right guels 
them; they are as invitible as tle 

WMives 
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Wives of our grand Monarch. Tell 
me but what you would be at, re- 
plies he to me, and I will inform 
you in whatever you deſire to 
know ; and the rather becauſe I take 
ou to be a diſcreet man, and one 
that will not abuſe my Confidence. 

Who is that perſon, . ſaid I to 

him, that talks G | 


o much of his en- 
tertaining the Great ones, and is ſo 
familiar with your Dukes, and 
ſpeaks ſo often to your Miniſters, 
who are ſaid to be difficult to come 
at? He muſt needs be a man of 
Quality, but his aſpect is ſo mean 
that he don't do much honour to 
men of Quality: and beſides, I don't 
find he has any manner of educa- 
jon. I am a foreigner, but I can't 
help thinking there is in general a 
rtain politeneſs common to all na- 
ons : I {ce nothing of this in him: 
re your men of Quality here worſe 
ducated than others? This man is 
+ farmer of the King's Revenues, 
nſwered he ſmiling : he is as much 
dove others in riches, as he is be- 
Hy lo 
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low n U che world in birth: 
would have the beſt T ahle 8 
' 7415, could he but preyail with hin, 
ſelf never to dine at home; he by 
a great deal of Impertinenne, as you 
. fee 3 but then he excels in 
Cook, for which he is not un 
a 1 you yy heard him , 
is day do no but co 
his Cook. FOR 1 
And who is tha h e felloy 
there in black, ſays i to him, that 
the Lady has placed next to hg 
_ ſelf? How comes he to dreſs ſo dil 
mally, and yet - on ſo 905 Abe 
haviour and look ſo florid ? Hen 
turns a gracious ſmile to mY 
thing that is ſaid to him; his ap 
parel is more modeſt, but yet mon 
formal, than that of your women 
Hei is a Preacher, ſays he 3 and, which 
is yet worſe, a. Director of Conles 
ENCES : 15 all his lophs ſo be know 
more than the Wader do: bs 
dio the blind ſides of the wives, 
who likewiſe know. that he . 
nat without his blind fide. N 
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ſays I: he's always a talking of 
E eching, which he calls Grace. 
Not always, replied he; when 
he whiſpers « pretty woman; he 
dwells more upon the topick of 
Man's fall: in publick he thut- 
ders; but in à corner is as gentle 
as a lamb. Methinks, ſays I te 
him, that he is mightily taken no- 
tice of, and is reſpected in # tore 
than ordinary manner: How comes 
he to be ſo diſtinguiſhed ? He is a 
neceſſary Man ; he 19 — ſweetner 
of a retired life y Counſel, 
offcious Cares, LY Vids; he dif- 
fipates a pain in cke head better 
than any man alive; he is a moſt 
excellent man. 

But if am not · too troubleſome to 
you, pray tell me who is he that 
firs right againſt us fo poorly ha- 
ited, that makes ſo many ugly fa- 
ces, "ſpeaks 4 different language 
from the reſt, and has not the wit 
to talk, but talks to get wit? He is a 
Poet, anſwers he, and a groteſque 
of a man. This ſort of people 

& Wa 1 
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ſay they are born what they a 


it is very true; and what they a f 
born they will continue all ther ; 
lives, that is to ſay, the moſt n a 
diculous of men, for the moſt par: e 
accordingly no body ſpares them Ne 
contempt is liberally. pour'd oil - 
them from all hands: hunger ha ; 
brought this man hither; and e 
is well received both by the mt 
ſter and miſtreſs, whoſe: good-na e 
ture and good breeding makes nol \ 
diſtinction of perſons :; he maden 

their Epithalamum when they were 
married; and it is the beſt thing h 
he ever did: for it happens to ! 
as fortunate a match as be foretold Wil e. 
it wou'd be. 1 455 | 
You: will hardly believe it, ad. 1 
ded he, you are ſo prepoſſeſed Ml 
with your Oriental Cuſtoms ; them y 
are ſuch things amongſt us as hap- Wl 
bY, marriages, and women whole ill | 
Virtue alone is their ſufficient te 
guard. The Couple here before n 
us enjoy a reciprocal Peace that Wc: 
W 


can't. be. difhurb'd; they are belt 


. _ 
N * 


- 
- 
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ved and eſteemed by every body 5 
there is but one thing amiſs; their 
natural good humour makes them f 
give a free admiſſion to all ſorts "= 
of people; which ſometimes is the 
cauſe why there is very bad. com- 


_ 2 1. . >... 


pany : not as F diſapprove of ſuch: ; 
we muſt live with people as we 
end them, it oftentimes happens ? 
„chat ſuch as are faid to be good 
company are only more refin'd in 
vice; as it is with poiſons, the - 
more ſubtile, the more dangerous. 
Who is that old man, ſaid I to 
nim ſoftly, that looks ſo moroſe? 
be took him at firſt for a foreign 
er; for beſides his being different - 


ly dreſt from the others, he cen- 
ſures every thing that is done in 
France, and is diſpleaſed with 


ed your publick management. He is 
nod Warriour, ſays he, that makes 
ole i himſelf memorable to all his Audi- 


tors by the prolixity of his atchieve- 
ments ; he won't allow that France 
ever gain'd a Battel in which he 
was not prefent; or that any Siege 
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wounds he received, as he would 
| _ the diſſolution af the Monat 
chy 


the paſt is nothing; he for hi 


ſwers he, but the ſervice quitted 
him; he is employed. in a ſmallgar 


advance further; the path of Hor 
fo? aid I, We have a maxim 


is worth talking of, where he did 
not mount the trenches: he fans 
cies himſelf fo neceſſary to o 
Hiſtory, that he believes it was at an 
end with the laſt action he wit 
concerned in: he looks ſome 


thy : and quite contrary to thale 
hiloſophers, who ſay that the pres 
Rar time alone is enjoy d, and that 


— 


part only enjoys the paſt, and es 
iſts not bus in the Campaigns'that 
are over: he breathes in the tima 
that are elaps' d, in like mans 
ner as Heroes are to live in those 
that are to come. But where 
fore, ſays I, did he quit the 
ſervice ? He did not quit it, ans 


riſon, where he will be narrative the 
reſt of his days: but he will nere 


inſt him. Why 


"Hake atk 465 


Gets reply 8 he, never 2 7 
tience has lan 

gute . aß tern offices; 28 
Fok y upon them as men whole Fe 
tit is contracted into narrownels 
of particulars 3. and who being ha- 
ng to little things, are | 
come incapable, of greater : pd are 
of opinion, that a man who at thir- 
ty years of age has not the quali- 
ties of a General, will never have 
them: that he who has not that 
roll of his eye as ta repreſent at 
once a tract of thirty leagues in all 
its different ſituations; that pro- 
ſence of mind that enables him in 
a victory, to improve all advanta - 
ges; and in a defeat ſuggeſts, all 
proper reſourſes; will never acquire 
thole talents as long as he lives: 
wn therefore we. have among us 
bright employments for great and 
ſublime men, on whom Heaven 
bas not only 1 the heart 
but the gen Hero; an in- 
bir 8 ry 0 luch. whole: talents 
ue ken Ot this number are 
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"thoſe wo are grown old in an oh 
ſcure warfare; they at moſt ſue. 
cecd only in doing that Which 
they have done all their lives long 
and we ought not to begin, to lot 
them extraordinarily at a time When 
they begin to grow weak.” 
moment 'afterwards b. ſpirit 
of curiofity ſeized me again, and] 


faid to him; I give 901 my won 
F will ask you no farther queſſi 


ons, if you will bear with one more; 
Who is that young man in his own 
hair, who has ſo little wit and þ 
very much impertinence ? What 
makes him talk fo much louder than 


the reſt, and Wim to be glad he i 
alive? He is a Pavourite of For 
rune, ſays he to me. Here ſome 

People came in, others went out; 
all got up; ſomebody came to 
ſpeak to my Gentleman, and Fre 
main'd as wile as I: was before; 

But a moment © afterwards” thi 
young man chanced to be cloſe by 
me. It is fine weather; directing 


1 ſpeech to me, * we take 2 
turn 


7 5 
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turn in the garden? Lanſwered 
him in the civilleſt manner I could; 


e. 
end ſo we went out together. I 
come into the country, ſays he, to 
M ccatify the Miſtreſs of the houſe 


terms: there are ſome women in 


but what ſhould a man do? l viſit 
the handſomeſt women in Paris; 
but I don't confine my ſelf to one; 
end J often give them the ſlip; for 
between you and me I am a fad 
bog. Then, ſays I to him, Sir, 


you have ſome poſt or employs 
ment that hinders you from a clo» 
ſer attendance upon” them. No, 


to do, but to make a husband run 
mad, or drive a father to deſpair-: 
love to alarm a woman that thinks 


to 

he has me faſt, and reduce her 
re; within a finger's 1 breadth - of lo» 
ne Wing me : there is a parcel of us 


oung fellows who divide thus the 


it take notice of every ſtep we 


here, with whom I am upon no ill 


the world that are termagant or ſo; 


Sir, I have nothing in the world 


hole Town among us, and make 


: 
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take. By what I find, / ſays Tit 
him, you make more noiſe: than the 


moſt — 'Warriour 4 and u 
more regarded than 'the greateſ 


Magiſtate. Were you in Pert 
you wou'd not enjoy all theſe ad 


vantages; you wou'd be fitter n 


rd our women than to pleaſuꝶ 
them. Here T began to 'redden; 
and I believe, had I gone on a lib 
tle further, 1 thou'd have affront 
be {: oft hs of County 

That fa t a 
where hack e as theſe are to 
lerated; and a man who follows 
vile a Trade 8 {uffered to hye? 
wherein infidelity, rreachery, Ta 
and injuſtice are the ſteps that eat 
to eminence? where a man ſha 
be valued becauſe he depr 


ives 1 
father of his daughter, a husband 


of his wife, and brings diſtractin 


into the happieſt and moſt Heere 
focieties ? 

Happy the ehildren of Hd 
who defend their families from in. 
famy and debauchery : the r 


\ 


the Sun is not purer than the fire 


that burns in the heart of our wo- 
men : our daughters think not 


is to deprive them of that virtue 
which makes them ſo like Angels 
and Incorpareal powers. 

the rifing Sun honours with his 
firſt regards; thou art got ſullied 
with thoſe horrible crimes which 


2s ſoon as he appears in che glo- 
my Weſt, _- 


Paris, he th of the Moon 


| Rhamazan, 1713. 


LETTEA XLVI. 

Rica to Usbek, 2e 

T= day being in my Olum- 
| dos 


— 


ber, in came a very 
. oddly dreſs'd : his Beard reached 
o down quite to his hempen Gir- 
the ESE -* 


without trembling of the day that 
O my dear mative ſeil, whom 


oblige that Planet to hide himſelf 
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dle; he was bare-footed ; his hy 
bit was greys. coarſe, and in ſome 
parts knotted : the whole figure 9 
the man was ſo whimſical, that 

my firft thought was to ſend for! 
Painter to take a sketch of him. 

He accoſted me with a log 
compliment, wherein he gave mt 
to underitand that he was a man of 
merit, and moreover a Capuchin! 
I have been informed, Sir, adde 
he, that you are ſhortly to return 
to the Court of Pera, y here you 
hold a very eminent rank: I come 
to beg your protection, and to d6 
fire you to obtain us from | your 

King a little Habitation near (4 
Ain lor two or three Monks. My 

good Father, ſaid I, you defign 

then to go to Tera I, Sir, cr 
ed he ! no marry; I am provincial 
here, and wou'd not change my 
condition with any Capuchin in 
the Univerſe. Why whit the deuce 
do you want of me then? Why, 
anſwered he, if we had ſuch a lit 
tle habitation, our Fathers of mn 
WA: wou 


Per ſian Letters, 171 


ou'd ſend two or three of their 
Monks thither. I ſuppoſe then you 
re acquainted: with thoſe Monks, 
aid I. No, Sir, I know nothing 
pf them. Why what a plague then 
vill their going into Perſia be to” 
you? A wond'rous fine project 
ruly, to have a brace of Capuchins 
breathe the air of Cacbin it will 


— 


q he of general uſe both to "Europe mY 
and %, no doubt; it is mighty - 


eceſſary our Monarchs ſhou'd loox 
alter this affair. Theſe are noble 
Colonies indeed ! Get you gone; 

you and the reſt of you are not cut 

out for tranſplantation; you will 
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„ much better te continue to 

fl a about juſt where you were 
Wir ingenderedee. 7 
, / 


Paris, the 15th of the toom 7 
Rhamazan, 1713, 


172 1 Perſhiy Lowers 4 


* Y 1E IVI. 
Ries to. * * 


Have: known ſome p pkk het 
Virtue was ſo natttraſ to tei 
that they were hardly ſenfible f 
it!: they adhered” to their duty 
without any force upon thenelves 
and followed it as it were by in 
ſtinct: far from exalting their rare 
qualities in their diſcourſe, they 
eemed not to have” yet reached 
their own knowledge: Theſe att 
the mem I love; not” thoſe vittu- 
ous folks-rhat ſeem to be amazed 
at their being fo, and look uport 
a good action as a prodigy, which 
muſt fill every body with wonder 
that hears of it. 
If Modeſty be a neceſfary vir 
tue even in thoſe whom Heayen 
has indued with the teſt ta- 
lents ; what ſhall we ſay of thoſe 
Inſects that dare to own a Pride 
wou'd diſhonour the greateſt men 
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meet every; where with peo- 
dle that are eternally. talking oß 
themſelves: their converſation is 
looking glaſs that always preſents 
ou with their impertinent figure: 
they will hold you, a. diſcourſe a- 
zout the leaſt accidents that ever 
hefell them, and think their being 
oncerned in them muſt make 
them conſiderable to you: there 
is: nothing but what they have 
done, ſeen, ſaid, or thought: they 
are. the univerſal model; an in- 
exhauſtible ſubject of compaxiſon ; 
z ſpring of examples never to be! 
dried up. . How wretchedly inſipid 
b praiſe, when it bounds back to 
the place it comes from !!  _ 

Some days ago a man of this 
character plagued us for two hours 
together with his Merit and his 
great Talents: but as there is no 
perpetual. motion in the world, he 
at laſt was ſilent. A- little of the 
talk then fell to our ſhare, and we 
took hold of the opportunity. 
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One that ſeemed to be a' little 
troubled with the Spleen, beg 
to complain of the many tireſom 
diſturbers of converſation : What, 
nothing but Fools that are "eter 


nally giving you their own chan 
cters, and bringing every thing 
home to themſelves! Your obſer: 


vation is juſt, cried our talker ah 
ruptly: ah! if men wou'd but aff 


like me; I never praiſe my (elf; 


I have wealth and birth 3 T ſpend 
handſomely z my friends tell me! 


do not want wit: but you ney 


hear me talk of theſe things: if 
have any good qualities, that which 


C 


Modefty; © e: | 
I＋ cou'd not but wonder at this 
impertinent Creature; and while 
he was running on, I ſaid to my 
ſelf: Happy the man who has Vi 
nit eigh neyer to ſpeak well 


| of himſelf ; who ſtands in awe of 


his hearers, and will not ven. 
ture to ſet up his Merit = 
, | the 


— 


Dee 
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he Pride and Self- love of other 
deople. | | 1 


Paris, the 20th of the Moon 


LETTER XLIX. 


argum, Envoy from Perſia 


in Muſcovy, fo Usbek 41 
Par is. | | 
100 - | 
'Þ HEY write me word from 


Ihahan, that thou haſt left 
Perſia, and art now actually at Pa- 
s, Why muſt I owe hy infor- 
ation to any but thy ſelf? 
The commands of the King of 
Kings have detained me five years 
n this Country; where I have ef- 
tected divers important Negotia- 
tions. 5 

Thou knoweſt the Czar is the 
only Chriſtian Prince whoſe Inte- 


Vo“. I. 1. 8 


* 


a 


reſts are mingled with thoſe ' of 
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1 Perſia, becauſe he is an Enemy tq 
4 the Turks as well as we. 
1 His Empire is greater than ours; 
for they reckon it two thouſand 
leagues from Mo/cow to the utmoſ 
limits of his Dominions on the ſid 
of China. 1 
He is abſolute Maſter of thi 
Lives and Fortunes of his Subjech 
who are all Slaves, except four Fx 
fallies : and the Lieutenant of tht 
Prophets, the King of Kings, wht 
has Heaven for his footſtool, dog 
not make a more dreadful uſe 
his Power. f 
To look at the frightful Clima 
of Muſcovy, a man wou'd new 
dream that it thou'd bg a punil 
x ment to be baniſhed from it; 1 
yet whenever any Great Man 
diſgraced he is ſent into Siberia. 
As the Law of our Prophet for 
bids us to drink Wine; the Prince 
Decree prohibits the uſe of it froil 
th: Muſcovites. - 13 
They have a way of receiving 
their Gueſts which has nothing bin 


— 
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all of Perſian in it. As ſoon as 
Stranger enters their houſe, the 
husband preſents him his wife; 
he ſtranger kiſſes her, and this 
reckoned a compliment to the 
husband. y 
Tho' the Fathers in the Marri- 
ge Contract of their Daughters 
generally ſtipulate that their Huſ- 
Pand ſhall not whip them; yet you 
annot think how much the Muſ- 
rite women love to be beaten : 
hey cannot be made to believe 
hat they have. their husband's 
cart, if he does not bang their 
dones for them: an pppoſite con- 
In& in him is an unpardonable ſign 
f indifference. Here is a Letter 

Fhich one of them lately wrote ta 
er Mother. | 


My dear Mother, 

Jam the moſt unfortunate of wo- 

nen: I hade omitted nothing to gain 

Hy busband's affection; but cannot 

ue it. Yeſterday I had a thouſand 

nge to do about the Houſe : I went 
. . abroad, 
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abroad, and ſtaid out all the live- long 
day I thought at my return be 
mou d have beat me purely; and he 
Aid not ſo much as give me an angry 
word. My Sifter has far different 
treatment ber husband rib-roafts 
ber daily : ſbe cannot look at a man, 
but be is preſently about her bones: 
they love one another fincerely, and o 
Jive the moſt comfortable life in the tl 
-2world. N 
This it is that makes her ſa vain: 
ut ſhe ſhall not deſpiſe me long: Ie. 
am reſolved I will make my husband m 
love me, coſt what it will: I will 
provoke him to ſuch a degree, that 
ſure he muſt give me ſome proofs of 
His kindneſs : it ſhall never be ſaid 
that I cou'd never get one beating, 
and that I live in the houſe unmind- 
ed: upon the leafs ſlap he gives me 
J will ſquaul out as loud as ever 1 
can bawl, that People may believe 
Nen go right ; and I fancy if am 
neigbbour fpou'd come to my help, Il e 
ſhou d tear his eyes out. I beg, m) 4 
dear Mother, you wou'd repreſent 10 wi 
n 
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my Husband that he uſes me very un- 
worthily. My Father, good man, did 
not do thus and I remember when I 
was a little Girl I thought ſometimes 
he loved you a little too paſſionately. 
J embrace jou, my dear Mother. 


The Muſcovites muſt not go out 
of the Kingdom, even to travel: ſo 
that being ſeparated from all other 
Nations by the Laws of the Coun- 
try, they have preſerved their an- 
cient Cuſtoms with ſo much the 
more conſtancy,. as they do not 
think it poſſible there ſhould be any 
other. | 

But the Prince now reigning. ' 
was reſolved to alter every thing : 
he had a ſad conflict with them a- 
bout their Beards: the Clergy aad 
Monks were no leſs zealous to pre- 
ſerve their Ignorance. 

He applies himſelf to make the 


Arts flouriſh among. them, and 


neglects nothing to fill Europe ard 
Aa with the Glory of his 9 
which till lately has been for- 

1 3 I got, 


/ 
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ot, and was hardly known to any 

ut it ſelf. 1 
KReſtleſs and buſie, he travels a- 
bout his vaſt Dominions every 


Where, leaving behind him tokens 


%\. 


of his natural Severity. 


He makes excurſions even be- 

ond them, as if they were not 
ſufficient to contain him, and ſeeks 
in Europe other Provinces and new 
Kingdoms. 

I embrace thee, my dear Usbet: 
i me hear from thee, I conjure 
TREE. | 


Moſcow, 24 of the Moon 
Chalval, 1713. 
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LETTER | 
Rica to Usbek, at n 


1 Was t' other day in a Compan 

where I diverted my ſelf well 
enough. There were Women of 
all Ages: one of fourſcore; one of 
ſixty 5 


ff kf 
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| lixty; one of forty, who had a 
, Neice that might be about one 
or two and twenty. A ſort of 


nainct made me get near this laſt: 

y ; 

uh She whiſpered me in my ear: 
What do you ſay to my Aunt, who 

e. zit her years tries to make con- 


ot WM queſts, and wou'd be thought pret- 
ty? She is much in the wrong, 
fd I; that's a deſign only pro- 
per for you. A moment after- 
. wards, I 4 7 to be by her 
Aunt, who ſays to me: What do 
you think of that Woman there, 
who is at leaſt threeſcore, and yet 
ſpent above an hour this morning 
at her Toilet? Twas all time loſt, 
ſays I, and not to be excuſed in 
any but a Woman of your beauty. 
I went to the miſerable creature 
of threeſcore, and pitied her in 
my heart, when ſhe whiſper'd me: 
Can any thing be ſo ridiculous? 
N Look there at that woman who 
ell! 's fourſcore years old, and yet 
of wears flame colour-ribbands: She 
of Y would fain ſeem young, and real- 
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C ſhe is ſoz, for this is mere 

hildhood. Heavens, faid I to my 
ſelf! Shall we never have eyes but 
for the ridicule of other. folks? 
Perhaps it is a bleſſing, ſaid I af- 
terwards, that we can gather com- 
fort from the weakneſſes of others, 
However, being in a vein to be 
merry, Come, ſays I, we have aſ⸗ 
cended far enough; let us now go 
downward, an be gin with . 
Ancient A. that is at 
top. . Madam, the Lady I jult 
now ſpoke with, and you, are {0 
very like, that one wou'd ſwear 
you were two Siſters: I fancy you 
are juſt of an Age. Aye marry, 
Sir, quoth ſhe, when one dies, 
the other will quake with fear. 
F do not think there is two days 
difference 8 us. Haring 
done. with my decrepit Dame, 
went to her of Sixty. Madam, 
ſays I, you muſt decide à wager I 
am concern'd in: I have betted, 
that that Lady and you EK. 
her the woman of Forty) are 9 


0)” FAY wu Feig ly © © & w 


Perſian Letters, 183 


the ſame age; Good faith, ſays ſhe, 
don't believe there is ſix months 
difference. So far, good. Pro- 
ceed. I ſtill go downwards, and 
came next to the woman of Forty. 
Madam, do me the favour to tell 
me whether it is not in jeſt that 
you call the young Lady there at 
t'other Table, your Neice? You 
are as young as ſhe 1s: nay, ſhe has 


ſomething, of a decay in her face, . 
that is not to be found in yours; 


and the lively colour of your 


eheeks No, hold, ſays ſhe, I 


am her Aunt, that's true: but her 


Mother was at leaſt fave and twens - 


ty years older than my ſelf; we 
were not by the ſame venter: I 
have heard my late Siſter ſay, that 


her Daughter and I were both born. 
in a year. I thought as much, 


Madam; and might well wonder.” 
My dear Usbek, the women when 
they find themſelves dying before- 
hand by the departure of their 
Charms, would fain ſteal back- 
wards. towards Youth, Why 


Ef; ſhowd” 
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ſhou'd we be ſurprized at their en- 
deayouring to cheat others? They 
do all they can to cheat themſelves, 


and drive out the moſt afflicting of 


all thoughts. 


Paris, the 3d of the Moon 
Chalval, 1713. 


ITC "PEN 


LETTER LI. 
Zelis to Usbek; at Paris. 


Nuker was paſſion more violent 
than that of Coſrou the white 
Eunuch, for my Slave Zelide he 
demands her in marriage with ſo 
much fury that I cannot refuſe him. 
And why ſhou'd I oppoſe it, when 
her mother does not, and Zelide her 
ſelf ſeems content with the noti- 
on of this mock marriage, this vain 
ſhadow that is offered her? 
What will ſhe do with this poor 
Wretch who will have nothing 
of the Husband, but his Jonny , 
EE. WhO 
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who will never be warm'd out of 
his coldneſs into any thing but a 
uſeleſs deſpair; who will be con- 
tinually recalling the memory of 
what he once was, to put her in 
mind of what he now is not; who 
always ready to enjoy, and never 
enjoying, will be eternally cheat- 
ing her; and remind her inceſſant- 
2 of the wretchedneſs of her con- 
ition? DT 

Heavens, to be always in viſions 
and fancies! T's live to nothing but 
imagination! To be always on the 


verge of pleaſure, and never taſte 


it! Languiſhing in the arms of a. 
Wretch, inſtead of anſwering to 
his Sighs, to anſwer only to his 
Bewailings ? . 

What a contempt muſt one 
have for a man of this ſort, made 
only to guard, and never to poſ- 
ſeſs? I want Love, but can find 
ROne..-:-.. 

I ſpeak to thee freely, knowing 
thou loveſt my plain way, and pre- 
ferreſt my open confeſſions, and 

a | reliſh 
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reliſh for pleaſure, to the feigned 


modeſty of my Companions. 
I have heard thee ſay a thouſand 
times, that the Eunuchs taſte 


a ſort: of proven with women, 


which is unknown to us; that Na- 
ture makes up their loſſes to them; 
that ſhe has expedients which repair 


the diſadvantage of their Circum- 
ſtances; that they may indeed loſe 
their Manhood, but not their Senſa- 


- tion, and that in this ſtate they have a 


kind of third ſenſe, whereby they only 


change one delight for another. 
If this be ſo, I ſhall think Ze- 


lide leſs unhappy: it is ſome coms. 


fort to live with people leſs miſe- 
rable. 


Send me thy orders in this mat - 


ter, and let me know. whether 
thou wou'dſt have this marriage 
compleated in the Sefaglio. Adieu. 


From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, 5th of 
the Mon Chalyal, 1713. | 


Ire. 
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| LETTER LII. 
Rica to Usbek, as * * © 
Was this morning in my Cham 


J ber, which thou knoweſt is ſe- 
r WW parated from the next only by a. 
e 


ery thin partition, ſo that you may | 
hear — thing that is lad in the. | 
-- MW adjoining: Room. A man that was | 
2 walking about in a great paſſion, | 
y. Wl faid to another: I can't imagine 
what's the matter; but every thing 
goes ill with me: here 'tis above 
*. Wl three days ſince I have ſaid any : 
ching that has been to my. honour, . 93 
and I have been confounded among 
t-. che herd in every converſation with 
er ¶ out having the leaſt notice taken of 
ge me, or being twice ſpoken to. I. 
u. had got ready ſome flights to en- 
| liven my diſcourſe; but they wou'd. 
not give me time to bring them 
in: I: had a very clever to 
tell, but every time I ſtrove to 
bring the diſcourſe. to it, they- 
Tp+ - Save 
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gave me the flip, as if I had made it 
on purpoſe: I have ſome rare Jeſts, 
that for theſe four days have lain 
in my head till they are almoſt 
rown ſtale, and I have not once 
Ka an opportunity of making the 
leaſt uſe of them: if things go on 
at this rate, I fancy at lait I ſhall 
grow a Fool: my Stars ſeem re- 
flv d to have it ſo. Yeſterday, I 
was in great hopes of ſhining a- 
mong three or four - old -women, 
who certainly had no deſign to 
lay tricks with me; and I had got 
ome of the prettieſt things in the 
world to ſay. I was above a quar- 
vcr of an hour ſtriving to turn the 
converſation, as I wou'd have had 
it; but they never kept to any 
connection in their talk, but like 
the fatal Siſters always cut off the 
thred of my diſcourſe. Faith, the 


reputation of Wit is no {mall trou- 


ble to ſupport: I can't think how 
you managed matters to attain it. 
A thought comes into my head, 


_ cries t other: let us labour joincly 
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to promote each other's wit; let 
us go partners: we will tell one 
another every day beforehand what 
to ſay, and ſtand by each other ſo 1 
ſtoutly, that if any body offers to 1 
interrupt us in the midſt of our | 
ideas, we will drag him into 
us; and if he reſiſts, we will | 
uſe violence : we will agree what 
paſſages to approve, where to ſmile, 
when to laugh outright : you ſhall | 
ſee we will give the turn to all | 
converſations, and all the world 
ſhall admire the quickneſs of our 
wit, and the briskneſs of our Re- 
partees : we will protect one another 
upon a nod: you ſhall ſhine to-day; | 
to-morrow you ſhall be my Se- | 
cond: 1 will go with you into a. f 
Houſe, and cry out even as I go up 1 
ſtairs, I muſt tell you a very plea- | 
fant anſwer this Gentleman juſt 
now made to one that we met in | 
the ſtreet; and then turning to 
you, he did not expect any thing | 
ike it: you filenc'd him fairly. 1 
J will repeat ſome of my verſes, 
| and 
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and you ſhall ſay : I was by, when he 
made them; it was at a ſupper, 
and he did not ſtudy for them a 
moment. Nay, you and I will of- 
ten rally one another; and people 


will ſay, See how ſmartly they 


battle itz how briskly they de- 
tend themſelves; they don't ſpare 
one another, faith; let's hear how 
he will come off of that; to a mi- 
racle ! what preſenc* of mind he 
is maſter of? This is a tight En- 
agementz but they will never 
ream, that we fought it-all over 
the night. before. e muſt bu 
ſome Jeſt Books, wrote for the ule 


of thoſe who have no wit at all, 


but wou'd ſeem to have a great 


deal; all depends r af- 


l warrant you 


ter good originals 
in fix months time, we hold a 
converſation of an hour long, made 


up of nothing, but Jeſts: but we 
muſt take care of one thing; 
which is, to puſh. the ſucceſs of 
them as far as it will go; it is not 


enough to ſay. a good. thing: it 
| ought 
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ought to be publiſhed z it ſhou'd 
be ſpread about every where: 
without this, it is but thrown a- 
way: and I own nothing in the 
world is ſuch a mortification to a 
man, as to have a ſmart thing 
which he has ſaid, die and be bu- 
ried in oblivion in the ear of a 
Fool. Tis true, we often have 
amends made us for this, by ha- 
ving a good deal of nonſenſe, that 
we ſay, pals unexamined ; and this 
is all the comfort we have in thoſe 
caſes. This, my dear, is the me- 
thod we muſt take : follow my 
directions, and in fix months you 
ſhall get a place in the Academy: 
you ſee your trouble will be but 
mort; for when once you are a. 
member of that, you may throw 
away all your arts: you will then 
be reckoned a Wit in ſpite of your 
teeth. It is obſerved that when a 
man enters himſelf of any Society, 
he preſently catches what -we may 
call the Spirit of the Body; you 
will find it ſo; enen | 

or 
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for you, but how you will bear 
the heaps of Applauſe that will be 
ſhower'd upon you. 


Paris, the 6th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1714. 


” 


1 LIII. 


Rica to Ibben, at Smirna. 

* the Europeans, the firſt 

hour of marriage removes all 
difficulties; the laſt favours are al- 
ways of the ſame date with the 
nuptial benedicton: the women do 
not act like ours in Perſia, who 
diſpute the ground ſometimes for 
whole months together: they are 
as free as ever they can: if they 
loſe nothing, it is becauſe they have 
nothing to loſe: but you are ſure 
of knowing beforehand, to their 
eternal ſhame be it ſpoken, the mo- 
ment of their defeat; and without 


conſulting the Stars, one may ex- 
actly 


ar 
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actly foretell the hour ef the birth 
of their children. 

The French ſeldom talk of their 
wives; « for fear they ſhou'd ſpeak 
before 2 that are better ac- 
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quainted with them than themſelves. 
There is among them a ſet of 
very unhappy men, whom no body 
comforts; namely, the jealous hus- 
bands. There are ſome that eve 
body hates, to wit, the jealous huſ- 
bands; there are ſome that all men de- 
ſpiſe; the ſame jealous husbands. 
And accordingly there is no 
Country in the World where there 
are ſo few of them, as among the 
French: their tranquility is not 
grounded upon any confidence that 
they place in their wives, but 
rather on the ill opinion they have 
of them : all the wiſe precautions of 
the Alaticts, their Veils, their Pri- 
ſons, the vigilance of their Eu- 
nuchs, ſeem to them more likely to 
exerciſe the contrivance of this 
Sex, than to tire it. Here the 


Husbands bear their misfortunes 
with 
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with as a Grace as they can, 
and look upon the Infidelity of 
their wives as ſtrokes of Fate, 
which there is no avoiding. A 
Husband that ſhou'd pretend to be 
the ſole poſſeſſor of his wife, wou'd 
be thought adiſturber of the pub- 
lic Pleature, and a kind of mad- 
man, that wou'd enjoy the light of 
the Sun all himſelf. 

Here a husband that loves his 
wife, is looked upon as a man that 
has not merit enough to get the 
love of any other woman; that 
makes uſe of the authority of the 
Laws to ſupply his own want of 
pol uh 3 that inſiſts upon all 
his private * to the prejudice 

of a whole Society; that takes a 
thing which was only pledged to 
him, to be his own property; and 
that does all thar lies in his power 
to fruſtrate a tacit convention, 
which. is the happineſs of both 
Sexes. This Title of Husband to 
a Coquet which we are fo 


| Cautious of owning in Aſia, is 
here 
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here borne without uneaſineſs : peo- 


ple find opportunities enow of ta- 


king their revenge. A Prince com- 


forts himſelf for the loſs of one 


lace, by the winning of another. 
While the Turk was taking Bag- 
dad from us, were not we getting 
the Fortreſs of Caudabor from the 
Mogul? 

man that in general bears with 
his wife's infidelity, is not found 
fault with; on the contrary, he is 
highly commended for his Pru- 
dence: there are only à few parti- 
cular caſes that are ſcandalous. 

Not that there are no virtuous 
Women in this Country; they are 
indeed very much diſtinguiſhed: 
my Conductor always ſhewed them 
me; but they were all ſo ugly, that 
2 man muſt be a. Saint, not to hate 
Virtue. 

After what I have told thee of 
the Manners of this N thou 
wilt eaſily believe the French do not 
much value themſelves upon Con- 
fancy: they think it as ridiculous 

for 


x96 Perſian Letters. 


for a man to ſwear to a Woman 
that he will always love her, as to 
reſolve he will always enjoy health 
or happineſs. When they promiſe 
a woman that they will always love 
her, they ſuppoſe that ſhe on her 
ſide will undertake to continue al- 
ways amiable; and if ſhe fails in 
her part, they think themſelves n 

longer bound to theirs. 


Paris, 7th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1714. 


— A— 


LETTER LIV. 
Usbek t Ibben, at Smirna. 


G is very much practiſed 
in Europe: it is a very hand- 
ſome yet, to be a Gameſter: 
this ſingle title ſupplies the want of 
birth, riches, or probity: it ſets all 
the 1 upon the foot of 
Gentlemen, without further exami- 
nation: tho' every body knows how 

8 | much 
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much they are deceived in judging 
after this manner: but they have 
agreed to be incorrigible. 

The women eſpecially are ſtrange- 
ly addicted to it: it is true, they 
ſeldom follow it in their youth, but 
in order to indulge a more favourite 
paſſion: but as they grow old, their 
rcliſh for gaming ſeems to get freſh 
youth : and this paſſion then fills the 
vacancies of all the reſt. 

They areall reſolved to undo their 
husbands; and to effect it, they have 
various methods, adapted to every 
age, from the tendereſt youth to the 
moſt decrepit old age : dreſs and 
equipage begin the ruin; gallantry 
helps it forwards; play compleats 
it. | 

I have often ſeen nine or ten wo- 
men, or rather nine or ten Centuries, 
placed round a table: I have ob- 
ſerved them in their hopes, their 
fears, their joys, and particularly 
in their tranſports of fury: thou 
wou'dit ſwear they cou'd never have 
time to appeaſe themſelves, and that 

their 
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their lives wou'd end, before their 
deſpair: thou wou'dſt have been in 
ſome doubt whether thoſe they paid 
their money to, were their Credi- 
tors or their Legatees. 
Our holy Prophet ſeems to have 
had it chiefly in his view to reſtrain 
us from every thing that might di- 
ſturb our Reaſon; he forbad us the 
uſe of Wine, which obſcures it: 
he, by an expreſs e con- 
demn d all Games of Chance: and 
where it was impoſſible he ſhou'd 
remove the cauſe of our paſſions, 
he ſtrove to deaden them. Love, 
among . brings neither diſtur- 
bance nor ng with it: it is 
a languid N. and lets our Soul 
remain in a perfect Calm: plurality 
of Wives delivers us from their do- 
minion, and moderates the violence 
i of: our deſires. | 


Paris, 13th of the Moon 
Zilbage, 1714. 
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15 LETTER LV. 

id : ; 

1.  Usbek 7 Rhedi, as Venice. 

ve HE Libertines here maintain 
in an infinite number of Women 


di- of Pleaſure, and the Bigots as ma- 
he Moy Derviſes : theſe Derviſes take 
it: three Vows, of Obedience, Pover- 
on- ty, and Chaſtity. They ſay the firſt 
nd Is beſt kept: as to the ſecond, I 
v'd vill aſſure thee it is very little mind- 
ns, Ned; and I leave thee to judge of 
we, Ithe third. 
But as rich as theſe Derviſes are, 
they will never reſign the notion of 
Poverty : ſooner would our glori- 
ous Sultan renounce his ſublime and 
magnificent Titles: they are much 
n the right on't; for this name 
| F Poverty keeps them from the 
ing. | 
The Phyſicians, and ſome of theſe 
Derviſes, whom they call Confeſſors, 
re always here either too much 
ſteemed, or too much deſpiſed; tho? 
E T- K 1 
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» 


I am told the Heirs are better pleaſe 
with the Doctor than the Confeſſor 
I was tother day in a Convent 
of theſe Derviſes: one of them, 
man venerable for his White Hair 
accoſted me very civilly; and haying 
ſhewn me the whole Houſe; led ne 
into the Garden, where we fell in 
to diſcourſe. My good Father, ſaid 
I, what is your office in the Com- 
munity? Sir, rephed he, with u 
air of much ſatisfaction at my ques 
ſtion, IJ am Caſuiſt. Caſuiſt, cria 
I] all the time that I have been it 
France, I never heard a Word of 
that employment. How] dom t you 
know what a Caſuiſt is! hearke 
to me then; I will give you a 10 
tion of it that ſhall ſatisfy you t0 
the full. There are two kinds 
Sins; the Mortal, which abſolute 
ly exclude a man from Paradiſe; 
and the Venial, which indeed a: , 
offenſive to God, but do frot pte rar 
voke ſo highly as to deprive us dic 
Beatitude: now, our whole 
conſiſts, in cleverly . ell 
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ed between theſe two ſorts of Crimes 3 


ng ambitious, they don't much 


laces : they juſt take care to ſqueeze 
nto Paradiſe, and if they get but 


en that gain Heaven by violence, 


nd that ſay to God: O Lord, I 


gorouſly z you can't refuſe to keep 


miſed. | | 

You find, Sir, we are a very ne- 

eſſary ſort of folks. Vet chis is 
K 2 not 


. — —¹,. 0 ̃ ̃⁰ͤa!!Auʃ. ] Äͤ — ] 


or, excepting juſt a few Free- think 
rs, all the Chriſtians wou'd wil- 
ingly go to Paradiſe ; but moſt of 
hem wou'd gladly purchaſe it at 
cheap a rate as they can. When 
man knows what Sins are mortal 
e takes care to avoid all thoſe, and 
s buſineſs is done: there are but 
ew that aſpire to a mighty high de- 
ree of perfection; and fo not be- 


trouble themſelves about the chief 
n, tis all they defire. Theſe are 


gave fulfilled the conditions moſt 


our promiſe; as I have done no 
nore than juſt what you required 
me, I don't expect you ſhouꝰd 
tant any thing more than you pro- 
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not all; you ſhall hear other-puck 
matters than thoſe. It is not the 
Action that makes the Crime; it is 
the knowledge of the perſon thit 
commits it: he that does Evil, and 
can believe it not to be ſo, may ſe 
his heart at eaſe: and as there in 
a vaſt many actions which are eqi- 
vocal in their nature, a Caſuiſt may 
give them a ſmall degree of good: 
neſs which they have not, by reckon- 
ing them to be of that 2 
rovided he can but make the man 
Believe they have no Venom, it re- 
ally takes all the Venom out of 

them, | 95 
I have here let you into the ſecret 
ofa Trade which Iam grown old in; 
I have ſhewed you the niceties of it: 
there is a turn to be given to any 
thing, tho' it "ſeems ever ſo little 
capable of it. Father, ſays I, ths 
is mighty well: but how do'you 
make up the matter with Heaven! 
If the Grand Sophi had ſuch a man 
as you in his Court, that fſhou'd 
ſerve him as you ſerve God, mak. 
| ing 


* 
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ing diſtinctions in his Commands, 
teaching his Subjects in hat caſes 
they muſt obey, them, and how far 
they may violate them; he wou'd 
impale him, out of hand. With this 
I ſaluted my Derviſe, and left him, 
without ſtaying for an anſwer. 

Paris, 23d of the Moon | 

Maharram, 1714. 


A 


nn fi. 


Lzrren LVL 
Rica ro Rhedi, ar Venice, 


a 


ARI, my dear Rhedi, abounds 
with variety of Trades. There 
you ſhall have a man ſo obliging, as 
to come and offer you, for a imall 
piece of Silver, the Art of making, 
Gold. . | 
Another promiſes you, that you 
ſhall lie with the Spirits of the Air, 
it you will live only thirty years 
without ſeeing a Woman. 


K 3 You 
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Yon may meet with Divine 
cunning, as to tell you your whah 
Life, provided they have but h 
one quarter of an hour's diſcouk 
with your Servants. 
There are ſome dextrous W. 


ou 
men that make Virginity a 

which dies and revives every di; 85 
and is gathered the hundredth tu ot 
with more pain than the firſt. cn 
There are others, that by tl ic: 
power of their Art can repair re 
the injuries of Time, reſtore the lM 
ding beauty of a Complexion, m. 
even call back a woman from in 
greateſt Age to the moſt tend (c 
All theſe people live, or ende ot 
-yqur to live, in a City which is bh 
Mother of Invention. ni 
Ihe Revenues of the Citizen tr 
cannot poſſibly be farmed out; t pc 
conſiſt in nothing but wit and i di 
duſtry: every one has his partic uu in 

Talent, which he makes the bel 
market of that he can. f vi 
u 
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He that ſhou'd go about to num- 
ber all the Men of the Law, that 
gipe after the revenue of ſome 
Molque, might as ſoon count the 
Sands of the Sea, or che Slaves of 
our Monarch. | Wilts 

Vai: numbers of maſters of Lan- 
gnages, Arts and -Sciences, teach 
other people What they know no- 
thing of themſelves; and this Ta- 
lent is very extraordinary: for it 
requires no great capacity to teach 
what one underſtands; but a man 
muſt have a fine genius indeed to 
inſtruct another in a thing he him- 
ſelf is wholly a ſtranger to. | 
It is impoſſible to die here any 
otherways than ſuddenly: Death 
has no way to exerciſe his domi- 
nion, but by ſurprize, in this Coun- 
try: for in every corner you have 
people that have infallible -Reme- 
dies for all Diſtempers that can be 
imagined. 105 

All the Shops are ſpread with in- 
viſible Nets, in which the Chaps 
are all caught: however one ſome- 

K 4 times 
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times gets out of them tolerabj 
cheap: a ſpruce Girl thall head 
a man for a whole hour togethg, 
to get him to buy a fe Tech 
ern 

Every body departs ſroth " 
City, with more caution about h 
than he came to it: by hayin 
fquandred away part of your weill 
to others, you learn to keep th 
reſt : the only advantage whit 
Strangers get in this —— 
City. 


Paris, 10th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1714. 


LETTER LVII. 
Rica to Usbek, af VPN 


Was bother ＋ 7 in a Houſe hal 


there was a Circle of People d 
all ſorts: I found the whole Talk 
the poſſeſſion of two old Womeg 
who had laboured in vain the who 
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norning to make themſelves young. 
gain. Aye, aye, ſays one of them, 
he Men of theſe days are quite 
ifferent from thoſe we ſaw in our 
Youth. They were polite, well- 
red, complaiſant; but the rudeneſs 


thing is changed for the worle, 
ried a man that ſeemed. cripled 
ith the Gout: times are not now 
rhat they were forty years ago: 
very body then was healthy; they 


pyed nothing but laughing and 
ancing : now all the World is un- 
ferably dull and heavy. A mo- 
ent afterwards, the converſation. 
ll upon Politicks : Zownds; ſays an 
c Lord, the State can't be ſaid 
ov to be governed. at all; ſhew 
ce ſuch a Miniſter now-a-days as 
onficur Calbert- I was thorowly” 
quainted with that Monſieur Col- 
; he was my particular Friend; 
always ordered my. Penſion to be 
ud me, before any body; what rare 
der the Finances were in then. 
KS * Every 


f theſe is intolerable. Aye, eve- 


- 
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alk d about; they were gay; they 
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remark, whiſpers another in my ei 
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Every body was eaſie; but ng 
Blood, I am ruined. Sir, the 


of the moſt miraculous days of q; 
invincible Monarch: can anythi 
be more Glorious than what he di 
in thoſe times to root out Here 
And do you. reckon the abolitin 
of Duels for nothing, ſaid anorhe 
man that had not ſpoke a word ye 
with great ſatisfa&tion? Mind thi 


that man is charmed with that 
dict, and obferves it ſo religioulh 
that about fix months ago he wi 
cancd for above half an hour, i 
ther than infringe it. 

It is my opinion, Ushek, that v 
never judge of things but with 1 
private view to our ſelves. I 
not ſurprized that the Negro 
ſhou'd paint the Devil-of the mol 
glaring whiteneſs, and their Gol 
as black as a coal; that the Vun 
of ſome Nations ſhou'd have Brealt 
hanging down to her very Thigh; 
and laſtly, that all. Idolaters haft 
rep: 


Perſian Lett. 207 
peeſeraed their Gods with a hu- 
figure, and given thernall their 
* inclinations. It has been faid- 
ith good reafon, that if che Tri- 
ples were to make a God t 
ou'd give him three Sides. 
My dear Usbek, when I ſee men 
at crawl upon a poor Atom, the 
arth, which is no more than a 
oint in the Univerſe, ſet them- 
lves up directly for the Models of 
rovidence, I know not how ce 
concile ſo much Extray! 

th ſo much Inſignificancy. 


uris, 14th of the Moon | 
Saphar, 1714. 


a _—— 


Larres LVII. 
Usbek ro Ibben, at Smirna. 5 


HOU askeſt me if thats are 

Ly. Jews in France? Know, 
lat wherever there is Mon there 
they 


_ 
— N vr 


o > 
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13; like 2 Jew of Aſia than a Jew l 
Europe. 1 1 Ty 3 
They teſtify among the Chi 


cible obſtinacy for their Religiq 
even to madneſs. 


8 Trunk which has produced tw 
Branches that have covered ti 


and Mahometiſm : or rather it 
-a Mother that has brought fort 


Relations are the greateſt Enemis 
But as ill uſage as ſhe has reccivel 


while ſhe with her venerable great 


—. 


210 * Perſian Letters. 


they do here ? Juſt what they do 
Perfia : nothing can be mo 


= 


ans, as well as among us, an inyi 
The Jewiſh Religion is an d 


whole Earth, I mean, Chriſtian 


<< © kf C_—_— 2 At £% tuim 8 © 


two Daughters who have ſtabb! 
her with a thouſand Wounds: fi 
in point of Religion, the nearf 


from them, ſhe nevertheleſs valus 
her ſelf much upon having produ- 
ced them: ſhe makes uſe of then 
both to take in the whole World, 


e takes in all Ages; 
The Jews theretore look upon 
themſclyes to, be the fountain . 4 
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Holineſs, and the foundation of alt 
Religion: on the contrary they take 
us to be Hereticks, that have alte 


bellious Jews. . 
If the change had been made by 


calily have been ſeduced: but as it 
was brought about at once and in. 
a violent manner, as they know 
the day and hour of both their 
births; they deſpiſe us, becauſe our 
Faith can be meaſured by Ages, 
and ſtick cloſe to a Religion coe- 
val with the World it felt. | 
They never enjoy'd ſuch a Calm 
in Europe as they now live in. The. 
Chriſtians begin to lay afide that 
untolerating Spirit, which uſed to 
3 them: the Spaniards have 
ound what they loſt by driving, 
them out, and the French by vexi 


a little fren that of the Prince. 
They are now convinced that the 
Zeal for the progreſs of a Religion, 
ts yery different from the * 


red the Law, or rather to be Re- 


flow degrees they think they might 


of Chriſtians whoſe . belief differed 


— 2 3 12 * 
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me requires; and that to love ant 
obſerve her, there is no manner of 


neceſſity = hating and Perlecuring 


thole who do not. - - + PIC 

It were to be wiſhed our Muffel 
mans wou'd reflect as ſeriouſly up: 
on this point as the Chriſtians, chat 
We m1 he in good earneſt make 
peace between Hali and Abubeker, 
and leave God to decide which of 
thoſe Holy Prophets is the greateſt: 
I wou'd have them honoured by 
Acts of Veneration and Reſpat, 
and not by vain preferences; our 
8 is to ſtrive to deſerve their 
favou e place God ma 
have af ned them: whether at his 
Right Wind, and, or beneath (the Kune 
tool of his Throne. | 


Paris, 18th of the Mn 
Saphar, 1714, 
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as TTER LX. 
Usbek Zo Rhedi, at Venice,” 


] Went t other day into a famous 
Church, call'd Notre Dane 
while J was admiring this noble 
Structure, I had an opportunity of 
diſcourſing with a Churchman, he 
was drawn thither by Curiofity as 
well as my ſelf. Our converſation 
fell upon — eaſe and quiet of his 
proſeihon. Moſt people, ſaid he, 
envy the happineſs of our conditi- 
on; and they have ſome reaſon: 
yet it has its inconyeniences: We; 
are not ſo ſeparated from the Worid, 
but that we are often call'd into 
it upon a thouſand occaſions, and 
br our port is very difficult to 
a 

The people of the world are 
ſtrangely whiz: they can bear 
neither our Approbation nor our 
Cenſurgs: if we offr to correct 
tem, we are ridiculouſly _— 
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tinent: if we approve them, ye 
act below our character: nothing 
is ſo great a mortification, as tg 
think one has given ſcandal even ty 
the Tmpious. We are therefore for- 


ced to obſerye an equivocal con: 


duct, and to deal with the Liber 
tines, not in a poſitive characten 
but by leaving them in an uncer- 
tainty how we reliſh their diſcourſe: 
it requires a great deal of Wit ty 
do this: this ſtate of neutrality is 
very hard to keep: the men of the 
world who venture at every thing, 
who give way to all their flights, 
and according to their ſucceſs drive 
them on or drop them, _ ſucceed 
much better. 7 

This is not all; that happy quiet 
ſtate, ſo much cried up, is not to 
be preſerved when we come into 
the World. We no ſooner appear, 
but they ſet us upon diſputing : for 
inſtance, they oblige us to prove 
the uſe of Prayer, to a Man that 
does not believe in God; the ne- 


ceſſity of Faſting, to another, ye 
| | * 
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has all his life denied the immorta- 
lity of the Soul: the undertaking 
is laborious, and the Laugh ſeldom 
runs of our fide... Nay. more, a. 
certain itch to draw others over | 
to our Opinions, _ torments us, in- 

ceſſantly, and is in a manner inſe- 

arable from our Profeſſion. This, 

pa is as ridiculous as it wou'd 
be for a European to labour for the 

honour of human Nature to wafh 
the Africans white, We diſturb: 
he State, and plague our ſelves. to 
propagate articles of Religion that, 
are not fundamental; and we are 

lomething like the Conqueror of 
bina, that drove his Subjects to 
general Revolt, by endeavouring 
o force them to cut their hair, and 
dare their nails. CEOS 
Even our Zeal to bring the peo - 
ple directly under our Care, to per- 

orm the Duties of our Holy Re- 

igion, is often dangerous, and cans 
ot be managed with too much 
aution. An Emperor, named Theo- , 
leu, put all the Inhabitants of a 
cer- 
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certain Town to the Sword, em er 
the Women and Children: -aft 
wards offering to go into a Chuiei 
a Biſhop called Ambrosius hut te 
te upon him, as a facrilegiag 
| 1 and in this he did aq 
- __ xy Heroic Action. The Empent 
having:afterwards' done the pemm 
that ſuch a Crime delerved, and bþ 
ing admitted again into the Ghurg) 
went to ſeat himſelf e 5 
Prieſts: the ſame 'Biſhop f 
him out, and in this played i 
part of a Fanatic and a Fool: 
true it is, that we ought to * 
ry diſtruſtful of our Teal. Wiy 
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a matter'd it either to. Religion rio 
the State, whether that Pruace H M. 
or had nor been allowed alſcat! ] 
mong the Prieſts? * 

| the 

Paris, 1//: of the Moon juſ 
Kebiab I, 1714. tha 
8e 

It; 

bra 
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LAC 
Zelis to Usbek, ar Paris. 


HY Daughter having attained 
her ſeventh year, I thought it 
time to carry her into the inner 
apartments of the Seraglio, and not 
wait till ſhe was ten years old, 
before J gave der into the keep- 
ing of the Black Eunuchs. We 
cannot too ſoon reftrain a young 
creature from the liberties of In- 
fancy, and give her a Holy Educa- 
tion within the Sacred Walls where 
Modeſty has placed her reſidence. 
For T cannot be of the mind of 
thofe Mothers, who never lock 
their Daughters up, till they are 
juſt ready to give them a Husband ; 
that rather condemn them to rhe 
Seraglio, than conſecrate them in 
it; making them by violence em- 
brace a way of life, which the 
ought to have inſpired them wit 
4 


218 Perſian Lerrere, 
a love of by uſe. Are we to ey 
pect every thing from the po 

f Reaſon, and nothing from th 
nen perſuaſion of Habit? 

It is in vain to talk to us of th 
Subordination which Nature hy 
placed us in: it is not enough v 
make us ſenſible of it, we ſhou'l 
be made to practiſe it, that it my 
ſupport us in that critical tim 
when the Paſſions begin to grow, 
and ſtir us up to independance. 
If we were tied to you only by 
our Duty, we might ſometimes for 
ger that; if by our Inclination, 

ronger might riſe in us. But when 
the Laws give us to one May, 
they forbid us all others, and put 
us as far out of their reach, a 
we were a hundred thouſand mule 
diftance from them. 

Nature, induſtrious in the favou 
of the Men, was not ſatisfy'd wil 
giving Deſires to them; ſhe im 
planted them in us too, that We 
might be animate inſtruments 0 


their happineſs : ſhe ſet us in tis 
flame 
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fame of the paſſions, that they 
might live eaſie: if they ever come 
gut of their inſenſibility, ſhe has 
allotted us to bring them into iq 
gain, tho* we can neyer taſte the 
happy ſtate we place them in. 
er, Usbek, do not imagine that 
thy condition is preferable to mine: 
have felt a thouſand pleaſures here, 
which thou haſt no notion of: my 
Imagination has continually labour'd 
to ſhew me the value of them: I 
have lived, while thou haſt only 
Lnguiſhed. . . 
In the very priſon where thou 
haſt confined me, I am more free 
than thou : redouble thy cautions 
to have me watched, I ſhall yet enjoy 
thy Inquietudes :. and thy ſuſpici- 
ns, thy jealouſie and thy uneaſi- 
neſs are ſo many proofs of thy de- 
pendance. ? 5 
Go on, my dear Usbek ;. have me 
watched night and day: nay, do 
not confide in the ordinary pre- 
cautions: encreaſe my happineſs, by 
| ch- 
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ſecuring, thy own; and know] 
fear nothing but thy 1ndiffererice; 


From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, the ad 
of thei Moon Rebiab 1, 1714. 


* 
118 


5 — — £3 — by 1 
LETTER LXLE 
| | — 

Rica to Usbek, at 


Think thou intendeſt to ſpend 
thy whole life in the Country, 
J was to have loſt thee but for two 
or three days, and here is a 1 
night gone ſince I ſaw thee: 
true, thou art in a charmin Houly 
thou haſt Company aire to thy 
temper 4 thou edle at eaſe: 
there needs no more to make thee 
for et the whole Univerſe. 
or my part, I lead much the 
ſabve life that I did when thou wall 
here: I launch forth into the 
World, and endeavour to - know 
it: my Mind loſes by degrees all 


that was left in it of the 4/ * 
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Ind bends * to the European 
inner. It „does not appear ſo 
trange to me now, to fee five or 
x women in the ſame Houſe with 
many Men; and I begin to think 
is no ſuch ill mixture. 
I may fay, I knew nothing at 
Il of Woman till I came hither :. 
have ſcen more of their nature 
ere in a month, than I ſhow'd® 
ave done in thirty years in a Se- 
aglio. 1 | 
Among us, all people's Chara- 
ers are uniform, being all forced : 
e do not ſee them as they, are,. 
ut as they are obliged to be: in 
What Slavery both of the Heart 3 
nd Mind, we hear nothing ſpeak 
but Fear, which has but one lan- 
zuage; and not Nature, which ex- 
preſſes herſelf ſo many different 
ays, and appears under ſo many 
, ET TT 
Diſſimulation, an Art ſo neceſſi- 
ry, and ſo much, practiſed amo 
us, is here unknown: every thing 
Is ſpoke out, heard, ſeen: the 
Heart 
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Which pleaſes them moſt: it cons 


the general character of the whole 


— 
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4 p $ : 
Heart appears as much to view 


as the Face: in their Manne 
in Virtue, nay in Vice it ſelf, there 
is ſomething open and undiſguiſel 
To pleaſe the women requires 
certain talent different from that 


fiſts in a kind of Trifling or Toy 
ing in the mind, that amuſes then 
very agreeably, in that it ſeems to 
promiſe them every moment, what 
cannot be perform'd but in toolong 
intervals. 

This Trifling, naturally made for 
the Toilets, ſeems to have formed 


Nation : they trifle at Council; 
they trifle at the head of thei 
Armies; they trifle with Ambaſſi- 
dors : no profeſſion ſeems ridicu- 
lous, but in proportion to the Gras 
vity it takes upon it ; a Phyſician 
wou'd not be half ſo much laughed 
at, if his Habit were leſs doletul, 
and if he did but kill his Patients 
after a Trifling Toying Method, 


Paris, 10th of the Moon 
Rebiab 1, 1714. 
Leg 7 


9 
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to Usbek, at Paris- 
rr 


he Seraglio is in the moſt terrible 
liſorder and confuſion that can be 
magined: War reigns among thy 

ives: thy Eunuchs are divided: 
laints, Murmurs and Reproaches : 


very thing ſeems lawful in this 
ime of anarchy, and I have now 


deraglio. There is not one of th 
ives but what thinks her ſe 


beauty, her Wealth, her Wit, or 
hy Love; and upon one of thoſe 


ength begin to loſe that unwea- 
ie 


TOL. . L ence, 


; TIC * 


LsT: 7 ER LXII. 110 8 125 
The Chief of the Black * Eunuchs "4 


Am in a perplexity not to be de- 
ſcribed, moſt Magnificent Lord: 


jothing is to be heard but Com- 


ny Remonſtrances are deſpiſed : 


= 


a: 


24 


othing but an empty Title in the 
bove all the reſt by her Birth, her 
itles claims all the reſpect: I at 


patience, with which yet I have 
dot been able to pleaſe them: my pru- 
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dence, nay my Complaiſance, a 0 
rue ſo rare and uncommon in the po 
J hold, have been uſeleſs. 
* Shall T lay before thee, Ma 
cent Lord, the occaſion of all tha 
Diſorders ? It is all in thy ow 
Heart, and in thy tenderneß t6 
wards them. I this did not with 
Hold my hand: if inſtead of N 
monſtrances thou gaveſt me th 
power of Chaſtiſcment: if inſſa 
of being fotten'd with their C 
plaints and Tears, thou wou dſt h 
ſend them to weep before me niy 
am never ſoftened, I fhou'd quicy 
ly faſhion them to the Yoke tha 
are to bear, and foon break tha 
roud independant humours. 


Being taken away at fifteen ye t 
of age from the moſt remote pu ul 
of Africa, my Country, I IH en 
Told to a Maſter who had a6 ble 
twenty Wives or Concabines. Jud * 

Or 


ing, by my gravity and vaoiturul 
5 72 I was fit for the Seraglio, 0 
commanded that I fhou'd be mad 
compleatly ſo; and I under went 

of 
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p ration painful] at firſt, but ap - 
for me in the end, as it brought 
e to the ear and confidence of 
y Maſters. I was introduced 
to the Seraglio, Which was Auer 
new world to me: the Chief 
unuch, who was the ſevereſt in 
y life I ever ſaw, governed wi 
n abſolute ſway. ; Not a 
as ever heard of Strifes and Quar- 
ls: a profound Silence reigned 
hroughout : all thoſe. women went 
> bed, and roſe, exactly at a cer- 
ain hour all the Vear round: they 
ntered the Baths one after ano- 
er, and came out at the leaſt 8ig- 
that we gave them: at all other 
Imes they were generally {hut up 
n their Chambers. He had one 
Rule, which was to keep them 
onderfully ncat, and it is impoſ- 
able to expreſs his nicety and care 
this particular: the feaſt refuſal 
f obedience was puniſhed without 
cy. Tis true, he Won'd lay; 
am a Slave, but 'tis to a Man 
rho is Your Maſter as well as 
L 2 Mine: 


P ³˙Üꝛ—9 ... EPERRAL LATTE 
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Mine : I -only make uſe of 
Power he has given me oper you 
it is he that puniſhes You, and ug 
I: L only lend my hand. TA 
Women never enter'd my Maſter 
Apartment without they were all 
led: they received that Favour wit 
joy, and were excluded from 
without Murmuring : in ſhort, | 
who was the meaneſt of the Black 
in that peaceful Seraglio, w 
thouſand times more reſpected thy 
I am in Thine, where I bear d 
chief Command. 
As ſoon as eyer this great I 
nuch found out my Genius, he hi 
his eye upon me; he gave nj 
Maſter a character of me; as a mit 
capable of purſuing his Scheme 
and gr him in the Poſt if 
enjoyed: he did not mind my grell 
Youth; he thought my earneſt a 
tention to his example wou'd (erit 
me inſtead of Experience. To n 
ſhort, T grew ſo faſt into his col 
fidence, that he made no ſcrupi 
to intruſt me with the Keys of tho 
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mendous Places which he had ſo 
"ng guarded. *T'was under this 
rreat Maſter that I learnt the difh- 
ult Art of Ruling, - and formed 
ny ſelf to the Maxims of an inflexi- 
ple Government: I ſtudied the 
earts of Women under his tut- 
jon: he taught me to make adyan- 
age of their Weakneſſes, and not 
o be ſhaken, by their Airs of 
aughtineſs. He often took de- 
ight in ſeeing me exerciſe them, 
and drive them to the utmoſt verge 
of obedience; he then brought them 
back again by degrees, and made 
me ſeem to give way my ſelf... But 
Wit was worth while to ſee him in 
thoſe moments, when they were 
driven to the very point of Deſpair, 
between Prayers, and Reproaches; 
he bore their Tears without the leaſt 
Concern. This, he wou'd ſay with 
an air of Satisfaction, is the true 
vay of governing Women: their 
number never gives me the leaſt per- 
plexity: I cou d m all thoſe 
of our Mighty Monarch with the 

| n ſame 
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fame caſe. How can 4 Mat 
To captivate their Hearts, if his in 
ful Ennuchs have not firſt ſul ind 
their Minds ? 

He had not only a 5 Ret 
tion, but alſo a great deal of peneſ 
tion: he read their very 'Phonwh 
and faw thro” all their Diflimuli 


tions: their ſtudied Looks 4 
Hctitious Countenances ' never th 


poſed upon him: he knew all the 
moſt private Actions, and the 
moſt feeret Words: he madey 

of ſome to betray others, and to 
ptcaſure in rewarding the leaſt d 


covery. As they never prefamd 
to come near their Husband, bat 
when they were ſummomd; th 


Eunuch call'd juſt which he pls 
ſed, and directed his Maſter's cho 
according to his own views; alt 


the preference was always the it 


ward of fome Secret reveal'd: it 


had convinced his Maſter that! 
was neceffary to good Order thit 
he ſhou'd have this privilege to ad 
weight to his nnn his wa 


the 
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ke method of Government, 
:ficent Lord, in a Seraglio ** —2 4 


believe was he beſt regulated of 


in P e 
12 my hands: allow me to 
make m. elf obeyed. One week 


ſhall re ore O out. of all this 

Confuſion : it is no more | 
hat thy Glory TeQuiFeny 55 thy 

Security dem | 


From thy Seroglis of 1 
han, the gth of the 
Moon Rebiab , 1714. 


6— eRT— | | * . — 

Lr LXIII. 
Usbek, ro bis Nies at abs Se 
raglia at Rafe: 


] Hear that tha Seraglio- is all is 
confuſion, and that it is filled. 
with civil Broils and Diviſions, 
What did I recommend to —— 


my departure but Peace 0d 
Underſtanding? Vou — 


L 4, obe 


rr - J- 8-7 
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obedience; was it with intent 9 
acceive we? 
It is you that wou'd be deceived 
if I were minded to follow the ad. 
vice of the Chief Eunuch, or if! 
wou'd uſe my Authority to compel 
you to live according to my Ex: 
ortations. | 
I know not how to uſe thoſe 
violent methods till I have tried al 
others: do therefore for your own 
ſakes, what you wou'd not do for 
mine. 1 
The Chief Eunuch has great rev 
fon to complain: he ſays you ban 
no manner of regard to him. Hoy 
can you reconcile this behaviour 
with the modeſty of your condi 
tion? Has not He the care cf 
our Virtue, in my abſence ? Is he 
not the depoſitary of that ſacred 
Treaſure? But the contempt you 
ſhew him is a certain proof that 
thoſe who are employ'd to kee 
ou within the bounds of Honour, 
are troubleſome and diſtaſteful to 


ou. 
7 | Alter 
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Alter your Conduct, Ideſire you; 
that I may another time reject the 
propoſals made to me, contrary to 
your Liberty and Eaſe. 

For I wou'd _— make you 
forget that I am your Maſter, and 
— me o 1 as Lemony . 
Daa. of 


Paris, the ah ofthe Moos. 271 
Chahban, 1714. | 


: 
5 
1 4 01 
ai — — — 431 4620S 
Letra LXIV._ 
Rica 70 3 * 


M EN here apply themſelves 
very cloſe to the Sciences; 
but I know not whether they are 
very Learned. He that doubts e- 
very thing as a Philoſopher, dares 
deny nothing as a Theologiſt: this 
contradictory Man is always well 
ſatisfy'd with himſelf, provided you 


agree about qualities. 


The 
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The predominant paſſion or tather 
fury of moſt of tha French is, to be 
thought Wits; and the predom. 
nant paſſion of thoſe ho would h 
thought Wits, is to write Books, 
And yet there is nothing ſo il 
contrived: Nature ſeems wiſely n 
have a that the follies d 
men ſhou'd paſs away, but Books 


perpetuate them. A Fool\.ought 
to be ſatisfy'd with having tend 
thoſe who liv'd at the ſame tine 
with him: but he is for going furthe, 
and is reſolved to plague the Ages 
to come: he is reſvlv'd to make 
his Impertinence triumph over Ob- 


livion, which he might have en- 
joy'd as well as his Grave: he vil 
have Paſterity know that ſuch 4 
one liv'd, and all future genemi. 
ons be inform'd that he was a Fool: 
Of all Authors, there is none] 
deſpiſe more than the Compilen, 
who forage far and wide for ſcraps. 
of other Men's Works, which 
they piece into their own, like 6 
many dabs of green turf in a flow 
A wp (l. 
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er garden: they are not a hit ſu- 
rior to thoſe. that work in a 
þriming-beuley who diſtribute the 
Characters, which being put to- 
gether make a Book, towards 1 
which they furniſh'd: nothiag but 
manual labour. I am for W 
Original Authors reverenc'd: and, 
in my judgment, tis a ſort of pro- 
phanation to drag as it were out 
of their Sanctuary pieces of their 
Works, and expoſe them to a con- 
tempt which they deſerve not. 
It a man has, nothing new to 
ſay, why don't he hold his tongue? 
what have we to do with theſe 
double imployments, that is, read- - 
ing the ſame thing twice? but I will 
give 4 new order. "You are an in- 
genious Man: that is to fay, - you : 
come into my library and pat 
undermoſt the Books that were 
top, and uppermoſt thoſe that 
were at the bottom: Y our' per- 
tormance is a Maſter»piece. + 
I write to thee upon this Sub- 
jet, becauſe I am out of all pa- 
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put away, which is ſo Volumingy 
that it ſeems to contain the whale 
circle of Sciences; but has ſplit m 
Brain, without teaching me ay 
thing. Adieu. Wm. 


- | Paris, the 17th of the Moon 
_  Chahban, 1714. 
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LETTER LXV. 
Ibben 70 Usbek, at Paris. 


Hree Ships are arriv'd here wit 
out bringing me any manner 
news of thee. Art thou ſick, & 
doſt thou take delight in makuy 
me uneaſy? ? 1 
If thou loveſt me not in a Cout 
where thou haſt no tyes, wii 
wouldſt thou do in the middle 
Perſia, and in the boſom: of ti 
Family! But perhaps P deceive n 
ſelf: chou art too amiable * tofin 
2, rien 
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Friends where- ever thou goeſt: 
the heart is an Alien no where: it 
is free of all Cities: how can a 
' well-diſpos'd mind avoid forming 
engagements? TI confeſs'to thee, 
reverence Friendſnips that are of an 
ancient ſtanding; but I am not 
diſpleas'd with contracting new 
ones in all places. e 
Whatever Country F happen to 
be in, I have liv'd as if I had been 
to end my days there: I have had 
the ſame fondneſs for virtuous peo- 
ple; the ſame compaſſion, ' or ra- 
ther tenderneſs, for the unfortunate. 
the ſame eſteem for thoſe whom. 
Proſperity has not ſpoil'd. This 
is my humour, Ubet; where- ever 
I meet Men, I: ſhall find Friends. 
There is here a certain Guebre, 
who, I think, next to thee, poſſeſſes 
the firſt place in my heart: he is Pro- 
bity it ſelf: ſome private reaſons 
have oblig'd him to retire to this 


City, where he lives an cafy 
life upon the gains of an ho- 
neſt Traffick, together with his 
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Wife whom he loves. Tlie Whele 
courſe of his Life is remarkable for 
generous actions: and tho” he ſeeks 
to be obſcure, there is more of 
Heroiſm in his Soul, than in the 
of the greateſt Monarchs. 
4 have often talk'd to him gon- 
cerning thee 3 Lihow'd him all thy 
Letters: I obſerve he is plead 
with them; and J already per- 
ceive thou haſt 2 Friend that | is 
unknown to the. 
Underneath chin! ith find his 
rincipal Adventures: tho”: he was 
2th. to write them, he could not 


refuſe them to my Friendſhip, aud 


1. commit chem to — 


HISTORY bf Amp 


and PIT ASE * 


1 Was born among the Gase, 
of a Religion Which is perhaps 
the oldeſt in the World. I was 
nabe to be ſmitten with Love, 
We was endu'd wich Renſan. 


F 


Perſian Letters. 237 


F was hardly ſix years old when I 
—— not live without my Siſter: 
y eyes were always fix 'd on her; 
= if ſhe left me but a mo- 
ment, ſhe” was fave to find them 
drown'd in tears When ſhe came 
back: each hour added no leſs to 
the increaſe” of — Love than to 
my Age. My Father, ſurpriz'd at 
9 eng a Sympathy, would glad- 
ly have marry'd us, according to 
the: ancient cuſtom. of the =, og 
introdue'd by < but the 
fear of che Mahometans,. Under 
whoſe Yoke we live, hinders thoſe - 
of our Nation from thinking” of 
theſe holy alliances, which our Re- 
ligion not only permits but com- 
mands; and w ich are ſuch natural 
images of the Union Already form d 
by nature 
My Father thus ding d ou 
be of dangerous conſequence to fol: 
low my inclination and his o-], 
_— to extinguiſh aflame which - 
e thought but juſt beginning, but 
A Was reep ar its Weft 
* £ 
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period: he feign'd a Voyage, and 
took me along with him; leaving 
my Siſter in the hands of one of 
his female Relations; for my mo- 
ther had been dead two years. 
Will not now tell thee the diſtr 
- Etion I was in upon this; parting: 
J embrac'd my. Siſter, Who wa 
drown'd in tears: hut I ſhed none; 
for Grief had made me as it wen 
inſenſible. We arriv'd at Tei; 
and my Father, after he had com- 
mitted my Education to one of our 
| Relations, left me there and re 
15 turn'd home. oh 
vi | Some time, afterwards' I under 
11 ſtood, that, by the Intereſt of 2 
: Friend of his, he had got my Siſter 
into the King's Beiram, to Wait 
on a Sultana : had 1 heard 
News of her death, I could not 
have been more ſtruck : for beſides 
my hs of ever ſeeing: her 4+ 
gain; her entrance into the ga- 
ram had render d her a Mahometan; 
and ſhe could no longer look up- 
on, me without horrour, according 
| | to. 
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to the ee of that Religion. 
Mean while not being able to live 
longer at Teſfis, weary of life and 
hateful to my ſelf, I return'd to 


I/pahan. My firſt words were bit- 


ter to my Father: I upbraided him 
with putting his Daughter into a 
place where none can enter with» 
out changing their Religion. You 


have brought down upon your Fa- 
mily, ſays I to him, the Wrath of 


God, and of the Sun that illumi- 
nates you: you have done | worſe 
than if you had ſtain'd the Ele- 
ments; for you have ſtain'd your 
Daughter's Soul, which is no leſs 
ure: I ſhall dye of grief and love: 
by may my death you onl 
puniſhment ! Upon theſe words 
went forth; and for two years I 
paſt my life in looking on the Walls 
of the Beiram, and - conſidering 
the place where my. Siſter | might 


be; expoſing my ſelf every minute 


to be murder'd by the Eunuchs 
who keep guard about thoſe aw- 
tul places, yoo h | 

At 
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| At length my Father dy'd; and 
the Sultana — my - Nob ſer- 
ved, ſeeing her every day cnereak 
in beaury, became jealous of her, 
and married her to an Eunuch, who 
was paſſionately deſirous of her; by 
this means my Siſter got quit of 
the Seragho z and with her Ew 
nuch took a houfe at Z/paban.” 

It was upwards of three months 
before I could get to ſpeak to ber: 
the Eunuch, the moſt jealous of 
mortals, finding ſome excuſe or 6 
ther to put me off from day to day. 
At length I was admitted into hs 
Beiram, and he cauſed me to ſpeak 
to her thorough a grated Window: 
the eyes of a Lim cord nor have 
difcovered her thro' ſo many h. 
bits and veils as the had on and 
J knew her again by nothing but 
the ſound of her Voice. What 
was my Emotion, when I faw m 
ſelf at once ſo: near her, and ſo far } 
off : I put a reftraint upon my ſell, 
for I was watch'd: As for her, I 
thought ſhe dropt ſome tears. 1 — 
1 | | 8+ 
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Husband went about to make ſome 

pitiful Excuſes, but F treated him 
as the vileſt of Slaves. He knew 
not what to do, when he faw 1 
ſpoke to my Siſter in a Language 
which was unknown to him; it 
was the ancient Perfan, whieh is 
our facred Language. How, St 
ſter, ſays I to her, is it chen true 
that you have quitted the Religion 
of your Forefathers? F know that 
when you enter'd into the Beiram 
you could not but make profeſſion 
of Mabometiſim but tell me, caw'd 
your heart conſent like your mouth, 
to forſake a Religion which per- 
mits me to love you? And for whom, 
pray, do you quit that Religion, 

8 


which ought to be ſo dear to us? 
for a Wretch ftill mark'd with the 
Chains he us'd to wear; who, were 
he a Man, would be the laſt of 
Men? Brother, ſaid ſhe, the Man 
you ſpeak of is my Husband + 1 
muſt honour him, as ' worthleſs as 
he appears to you; and I ſhall be 
the laſt of Women, if Ah! 
Siſter, 
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Siſter, ſays I to her, you are a Cu 
re he neither is nor can be your 
Husband: were you a true Believer, 
like your Forefathers, you -wou'd 
look upon him as a Monſter, | A. 
las, ſaid ſhe, at how great a di- 
ſtance does that Religion diſcoyer 
it ſelf to me! I ſcarce knew the 
Precepts of it, when I was oblig'd 
to forget them. You ſee, the Lan- 
guage I ſpeak to you in is no len- 
ger familiar to me, and that I haye 
all the di hculty in the world to 
expreſs my ſelf: but be aſſur'd the 
remembrance of our Childhood ſtil 
25 8 me; that ever ſince I haye 

ad nothing but counterfeit Joys; 
that no day has paſt but I have 
thought on you; that you had 4 
greater hand in my marriage. than 
you think for; and that the only 
thing that determined me to it was 
the hope of ſeeing you again: but 
I tremble to think how much fur- 
ther pain that day will give me, 
which has. already given me ſo 
much! I ſee you are quite beſide 
; om * your 


Perſian Letters. 243 
our ſelf z my Husband foams with - 

Rage and Jealouſy'; I ſhall neyer 
ſee you again; doubtleſs, I ſpeak 
to you for the laſt time of my life - 
in which caſe, Brother, it would 
be of no long continuance. - Here 

ſhe melred into tears; and findi 
it impoſlible to proceed, ſhe lett 
me, the moſt afflicted Man that 
ever w. SO UNS Leg, 
Three or four days after, I ask*'d 
to ſee my Siſter : the barbarous Eu- 
nuch would have hinder'd me: but 
beſides that theſe fort of Husbands 
have not the ſame Authority over 
their Wives as others have; he 
was ſo diſtractedly fond of my Si- 
ſer, that he could refuſe her no- 
thing. I ſaw her again in the ſame 
place, and the ſame Equipage, ac- 
company'd by two Slaves; which 
made me have reeourſe to our pecu- 
liar Language. Siſter, ſaid I to her, 
how comes it that I can't ſee | 
without finding my ſelf in ſuch a 
ſituation ? theſd alls that incloſe 
you, theſe Bolts and Bars and Iron 
4 Grates, 
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a Crime in me to hear yon {peak 
much more to ſpeak to you. How, 


— Lace * 


that watch you, make me almeſt 
mad: how haye you loſt the ſwest 
Liberty that your Anceſtors en- 
joy d? Your Mother, Who was ſo 


chaſte, gave her Husband no other 


ſurety for her Virtue, than tha 
Virtue it ſelf: they both liv'd haps 
py in a mutual Confidence of each 
other: and the ſimplicity of their 
ways was to them a treaſure a thou- 
ſand times more precious than this 
falſe ſplendor which you ſeem 49 
enjoy in this ſumptuous houſe. In 
loſing your Religion, you have loſt 
your Liberty, — Happineſs, and 
that precious Equality, which is 
the honour of your Sex. But what 
is ſtill worſe; you are no Woman, 
for you cannot be ſo; but the Slave 
of a Slave, who has been d ed 
from Humanity. Brother, ſaid ſhe, 
ſpeak with reſpect of my Husband, 
and the Religion I hayc-embrac'd: 


according to which Religion it s 


Siſter, 


Grates, theſe horrible Guatdians 
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Siſter, ſaid I to her ꝓaſſionately, do 
you think this Religion to be aſtrue 
one! Ah! ſaid he; ſighing, how 
well wou'd it he for. me were it 
not! 1 make too great à Sacre 
fice to it, not ve believe it to be 
true; and if my Soruples 
Here ſhe was ſiſent. Les, Siſter, 
your Scruples, Whatever they be, 
are well grounded. What can o 
expect from a Religion, Which 
makes you miſerable in this World, 
and leaves you no hope in the o- 
ther? Condider, ours is the anci- 
entoſt in the whole world; it has 
always flouriſh'd in Hera; it took 
beginning with that Empire, whoſe 
Origin is beyond knowledge: it 
was Chance alone that mtroduc'd 
Mahometiſm : that Sect; was eſta- 
bliſh'd not the means of - pet- 
ſwaſion, but by the Sword: Were 
but our natural Princes enabled, 
you would again dee the Worſhip 
of the ancient Magi predominate. 
Look back to theſe remote Ages, 
and you will find it all Magilm.z 
nothing 
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nothing of the Mahometan Sect, 
which thouſands of Years after- 
wards was not ſo much as dreamt 
of. But, ſaid ſhe, tho' my Reli- 
gion were of a more modern date 
than yours, it is at leaſt of a purer 
kind, fince we worſhip God alone; 
whereas you likewiſe worſhip the 
Sun, the Stars, Fire, and even the 
Elements. I find, Siſter, the Ma- 
ſulmans have taught you to aſperſe 
our Holy Religion; we neither 


worſhip the Stars nor the Elements; 


neither did our Forefathers ever 


worſhip them; nor did they ever 


erect Temples to them, or offer 
Sacrifices to them; they only paid 
them a ſort of Religious Reve- 
rence, due to the Works of the Cre- 
ator, and the Manifeſtations of the 
Deity. But, Siſter, I beſeech you, in 


the Name of God, who enlightens 


us, accept of this ſacred Book; tis 
the Book of our Legiſlator Zoro- 
aſter read it without prejudice: 
admit into your Heart the R 
Light which will ſhine upon you 
| 5 


ays of 
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in the reading of it: call to mind 
your Forefathers, who ſo long ho- 
noured the Sun in the Holy City 
of Ball Laſtly, bear me in wg, 
me who ex pect neither Repoſe, 
Happineſs, nor . N but from your 
Change. Here, in the utmoſt diſ- 
2 I quitted her; and left her 
by her ſelf, to decide the moſt im- 
— Aﬀair 1 could have in 
life 
[ teturn'd again two dave! after- 
wards; I ſpoke not one word to © 
ber; ; I filently waited the Sentence 
either of Life or Death.” You are 
belov'd, Brother, fays ſhe, and by 
1 Guebre: 1 have had à ter- 
ible conflict! but "Gods! what dif- 
ficulties does Love remove! how 
eſy am I now! how reliev'd! IL 
now fear nothing but to love you 
too much; I can put no bounds to 
love; but it is a lawful excels. 
ik, how well does this {uit the Si- 
tuation of my heart! But you who 
have found a way to break the 
Chains which my mind had forg'd 
V OL Ii - v0 
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to it ſelf; when will you "bred 
_ thoſe that tye up my hands? Frog 
this moment I am yours ; let me 
by your readinefs in accepting u 
how much you value the Preſem 
make you. Brother, I believe 
ſhall die in your arms the firſt mt 
ment I have you in mine. It wet 
impoſſible fully to expreſs the 
TT felt at theſe kind words: 10 
believe, and actually ſaw my felfi 
an inſtant the happieſt of all me 
J ſaw upon the verge of accon 
pliſhment, all the Wiſhes I 
en forming for five and tweal 
years; I ſaw vaniſhing away all 
neaſineſſes which had render d 
ſo painful to me: but after T had 
little dwelt upon theſe pleaſing! 
deas, I found I was not ſo nearn 
happineſs as I at firſt fancy d; ent 
tho' I had ſurmounted the greatt 
Obſtacle of all. The vigilance! 
her Keepers was to be ſurpriz'd; 
durſt not truſt any body with ll 
Secret of my Life. She and LN 
to do the whole work; If I mt 
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carry'd, I ran the hazard of being 
impaled; but I een 
a trifle to miſcarrying. We agre 

that ſhe ſhould fe 
Clock her Father had left her, in- 


to which I was. to convey a File 


to cut the bars of the Window 
that look d into the Street, as like- 
wiſe a rape-Ladder after which I 
was to forbear viſiting her, but 
ſhould go every night under her 
window, to walt till ſhe could put 
her deſign in execution. Fifteen 
whole nights I ſpent without ſee- 
ing any Soul, becaule no favoura- 
ble opportunity had offer'd it ſelf. 


The ſixteenth I heard a Saw at 


work: now and then the ſound 
ceas'd, and in thoſe intervals my 
fears were inexpreſſible. At laſt I 
ſaw her faſten the Rope; by which 
ſhe lid down. into my Arms: I was 
ſo tranſported, that I thought not 
of danger; I remain'd a conſidera- 
ble time without ſtirring from the 
place: I led her out of the City, 
rhere I had a mo ready for * 
2 


/ 


to me for 4 
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I plac'd her behind me, and made 
my beſt of my way out of a place 


that might have been ſo fatal tous, 
We arriv'd before day at à houſe 
of a Guebre, in a deſart place, here 
he liv'd by himſelf in a frugal man- 
ner by the labour of his hands: we 
did not think fit to tarry here, and 
by his advice we enter'd into a thick 
Foreſt, where we took up our Quar- 
ters in the hollow of an old Oak 
Tree, till ſuch time as the noiſe of 
our eſcape was at an end. We liy- 
ed unſeen in this by place, inceſ- 
ſantly repeating our 7 of Love 
to each other: till we cou'd find 
an opportunity to be married by 
ſome Guebre Prieſt, according to 
the Ceremonies preſcribed by our 
holy Books. Siſter, ſaid I to her, 
how holy: is this Union of ours; 
Nature has join'd our Souls; and 
our holy Law will ſoon do as much 
by our Hands. At length came 4 
Prieſt to put an end to our amo- 
rous impatience : he perform'd, in 
the houſe of a Peaſant, all the Ce- 
| | - 4 _ _ remomes 
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remonies of Marriage: he gave us 
his Benediction, and a thouſand 
times wiſht us the ſame Vigour as 
Cuſtaſpes, and the Holineſs of Ho- 
hooraſpes. We ſoon afterwards left 
Perſia for our own ſecurity, and 
retired into Georgia. There we 
liv'd a Year, every day more and 
more delighted with each other. 
But, 11 Purſe beginning to fail 
me, and being more «apr ona 
of want for my Siſter's ſake, than 
my own; I quitred her, to go and 
look out for {ome rehef of our-Re- 
lations. Never was ſo tender a 
Parting: but my Journey was not 
only fruitleſs but fatal: for finding 
on the one hand our whole Eſtate 
confiſcated; and on the other my 
Relations in a manner unable to re- 
leve me: T obtain'd no more mo- 
ney than to defray the Charges of 
my return. But how ſhall I de- 
ſcribe the affliction was in, not to 
find my Siſter! Some days before 
my arrival, the Tartan had made 


an Incurſion into the Town where 
e 
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ſhe was, and finding her beautiful, 
carry'd her off, and fold ber 90 
ſome Jews that were going into 
Turkey; they left behind them on- 
ly one little Girl, whom ſhe had 
brought me ſome months before. | 
follow'd thoſe Jews, and overtook 
them three leagues from the Place: 
my Prayers, my Tears were ineffe- 
ctual: they ask'd me thirty Tomans 
for her Ranſom, and reſolv'd not 
to abate the leaſt of their demand, 
After I had apply'd my ſelf to e- 
very body, and implor'd the Pro- 
rection both of Turkiſh and Chri- 
ſtian Prieſts; J addreſs'd my ſelf to 
an Armenian Merchant, to whom 
I fold my Daughter and my ſelf 
for five and thirty Tomans : I went 
to the Jews, and gave them) thirt 

Tomans, and the other five carry 
to my Siſter, whom I had not pet 
ſeen. You are now at liberty, Siſter, 
ſays I to her, and I may embrace you; 
ſee here I have brought you five 
Tomans: I am ſorry the purchaſe 
of me could fetch no more money. 


How! have you ſold your felt? 
: E Yes, 
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Yes, ſays I to her. Unhappy man, 
what haſt thou done ! was I not 
miſerable enough before, but you 
muſt ſt ill labour to make me more 
ſo? Your Liberty was my Conſo- 
lation, and your Slavery will now 
bring me to the Grave. Ah Bro- 
ther, how cruel is your Love! But 
where is my Daughter, that I ſee 
her not? 1 have. ſold her too, ſays 
J. We both diffolv'd into Tears, 
and had not power to ſpeak. At- 
ter this I went to wait upon my 
Maſter, and my Siſter was there al- 
moſt as ſoon as I. She fell on her 
Knees. I. come to ask of you Sla- 
very, as others do Liberty: take 
me, I ſhall fetch you more mone 
than my Husband did. Upon which 
follow'd ſuch a conflict as forc'd 
Tears even from. my Maſter. Alas, 
poor Man, ſaid ſhe, didſt thou think 
cou'd accept of my. Liberty at 
the Expence of thine ? Sir, be- 
hold here two W retches that muſt 
dye, if you part us: I am your Slave, 
I make my ſelf over to you as your 
M 4 Property; 
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Property 3 pay me; perhaps the Mo- 
ney, together with my Service, 
may one day obtain from you what 
I dare not preſume to ask of you; 
it is your Intereſt not to part uz 
and depend upon it, that his life i 
at my diſpoſal. The Armenian wu 
a good-natur'd man, and was moy' 
at our Misfortunes : Serve me both 
of you with fidelity and zeal, and it 
a year you ſhall have your Liberty: 
I fee you both deferve a better fate: 
if when you are free, you are a 
happy as you deſerve to be; if For. 
tune ſhould ſmile on you, I am cer- 
tain you will make me amends for 
the loſs IT ſhall ſuſtain. We both 
embraced his Knees, and follow'd 
him in his Voyage. We alliſted 
cach other in the labours of Servi. 
tude, and I was always overjoy'd 
to perform the Fasks that were al. 
Totted to my Siſter.” ' © 
At length the Year was up: our 
Maſter was as good as his word, 
and ſet us at Liberty. We return- 
ed to Tefiis, where I found an old 
| B friend 


\ | 
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friend of my Father's, who prac- 
tiled Phyſick in that place. He 
lent me ſome money, which I laid out 
in Merchandiſe, and fell into a way 
of Trade. Some affairs afterwards 
called me hither to Smirna, where 
[ ſettled,” and have lived ſix years, 
enjoying the moſt agreeable and 
charming Society in the World: 
Love and Union reign in my fa- 
mily, and I wou'd not change my 
condition to be the greateſt King 
in the Univerſe. I was ſo happy 
as to meet once more with that 
Armenian Merchant to whom I 
owe my all, and have done him 
very ſignal ſervices. kite 


« 


Smirna, 27th of the Moon 7 
Gemmadi 1, 1714. 
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. 1 Went rother day to dine wit 


had often invited me. Aſter w 
had talk'd over a great many thing 


me to be a very flaviſh one, Sit. Na 
ſo flavith as you think for, anfye 
red he: as we manage it, it is only 
_ an amuſement. How do you mean 
Is not your head always fill'd with 


— 


t rr ty Lip 
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Rica te Usbek. 


a man of the long Robe, whs 


ſays I to him; Your trade ſeems t» 


other men's Bufineſs.? are you not 


- continually taken up with thing 


that don't in the leaſt concern ye? 
Things that cauſe no concem i 
us, you mean, cry'd he : and this 


the reaſon why it is not ſo fatigu 


ing a Trade as you thought it ws. 


Finding him take the thing in ſo 


eaſy a manner, I proceeded : Sin, 
ſays I to him, I have not yet een 
your Study: I don't know hoy 


you ſhou'd, ſays he, for I have nevera 


; Onc. 


7 . 


Perſian Letters. 257 
one. To raiſe money to buy this 
Office, I fold my Library; and the 
Bookſeller, who had it, left me 
nothing but my Book of Accompts: 
nor am I at all ſorry I parted with 
the others: we Judges puff not our 
ſelves up with ' vain Knowledge: 
what have we to do with ſo many 
volumes of the Law ? almoſt all "0 
Caſes are Hypothetical, and out of | 
the general Rule. But Sir, ſays I 
to him, is not that occaſfion'd by 
your turning them out of the ge- 
neral Rule ? for in ſhort, why are 
there ſuch things as Laws in 
any Nation, if they are not apply d? 
and how can they be apply'd, if 
they are not known? were you but 
acquainted with the Courts of Ju- 
dicature, replies the Magiſtrate, you 
wou'd not talk as you do: We have 
our living Books, the Counſellors : 
they work for us, and take upon 
themſelves to inſtruct us. And 
don't they likewiſe take upon 
themſelves to deteive you too, re- 
ply'd I? you wou'd do well to 

| guard 
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[| guard againſt their  Ambulcades,; . 
1 they have arms with which they 
= - attack your Equity, and it is ft 
| ; | wt \ 
_ : you ſhou'd have ſome to defend it l 
| you ought not to go into the thick 
| of a Battle open-breaſted,” among ; 
| mien that are arm'd up to dhe 
i Chin. ir e 7 a 0 
11 N 
| 4 
| Paris, 1/# of the Moon © p 
it Chahban, 1714. | 

LETTER EXVIE - | 


Usbek 70 Rhedi, ar Venice. 


Ou'dſt thou ever have imagi- 
ned, I ſhou'd grow a greater 
Metaphyſician than I uſed to be? 
yet ſo it has happened; and thou 
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. wilt be convinced of it, when thou 
|. haſt undergone. this inundation of 
. my Philoſophy. > enn 
[| The wiſeſt Philoſophers that have: 
4 meditated upon the nature of God, 
[| have concluded him to be a Being 
Þ 2 | infiniteſy 
1 

| 

f 

(f 


infinitely perfect; but they have 
abuſed this Notion of him moſt 
wretchedly. ; they have muſtered 
up all the various perfections that 
man is capable of poſſeſſing or 
imagining, and loaded the Idea of 
the Deity with them all without 
conſidering that thoſe Ideas are of- 
ten contrary, and cannot ſubſiſt in 
the ſame perſon, without deſtroy- 
ing one another. n 
The Poets of the Weſt ſay, that 
an ancient Painter intending to 
draw the Goddeſs of Beauty, Wort 
together all the fineſt Grecian Wo- 
men, and took from each her par- 
ticular charm, of which he com- 
poſed a Picture that reſembled the 
moſt lovely of all the Goddeſſes. 
If a man from hence ſhou'd con- 
elude that ſhe muft therefore be 
Fair and Brown, her Eyes Grey 
and Black, and that ſhe was both 
Tender and Haughty; he wou'd: 
be thought very ridiculous. 
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_ God may want a perfection, that 
wou'd cauſe in him a greater W 0 | 


fe&tion : but he is never limi 
any but himſelf ; he is his own 
Neceſſity: thus tho' God is All- 
powerful, yet he cannot violate his 

romiſes, nor deceive Mankind. 

ery often too this Inability doe; 
not lie in him, but in relative 


things, and that is the reaſon he 


cannot change their Eſſences. 


So that there is no need to won- 


der ſome of our Doctors ſhou'd have 
preſumed to deny the infinite Pre- 
ſcience of God, upon this founda - 
tion, that it was incompatible with 
his Juſtice. N. 


As daring as this Notion | may 


ſeem, Metaphyſics favour it won- 
derfully. According to the princi- 
ples of that, it is impoſſible for 
God to foreſee ſuch things as de- 

end upon the determination of 
bee Agents; becauſe that which 
never happened, does not exiſt, and 


conſequently cannot be known: for 


Nothing, having no properties, can- 


not 
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not be perceiv' d: God cannot read 
in a Will which is not in being, 
nor ſee in the Soul a thing which 
does not exiſt in her: For till ſhe 
has taken her determination, the 
Action which ſhe is determined 
upon is not in her. | 

The Soul is the Author of her | 
own determination: but there are 
ſome occafions in which ſhe is fo 
irreſolute that ſhe knows not which 
way to determine. Sometimes 
ſhe does it, merely to make uſe of 
her liberty; fo that God cannot 
ſee this Determination beforeh 
neither in the Action of the Soul, 
nor in the Actions of the Objects 
upon her. | 

How ſhould God forcles things 
that de upon the determina- 
tion of free Agents? He 'cou'd 
foreſee them but two ways: by 
conjecture; Which in the very 
terms is a contradiction to infinite 
Preſcience: or elſe he muſt fore 
ſce them as neceſſary effects infal- 
_ n a certain cauſe _— | 
mu 
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wou'd be no more ſo, than one 


rect the re 


muſt infallibly produce them, which 
is yet more contradictory: forthe 
Soul muſt be free by the very ſups 
poſition; and yet in the fact ſhe 


Billiard Ball is free to lie {till when C 
ſtruck by another.. t 
Vet do not imagine I wou'd: ſet t! 
bounds to the knowledge of God 
As he makes his Creatures act juſt of 
according to his own Will, beg 
knows every thing that he thinks fir d. 
to know, but tho' it is in his power b. 
to ſee every thing, yet he does not P. 
always make uſe of that Power: ”* 
he generally leaves the Creature t 
liberty to act or not to act, that it al 
may have room to be Guilty ot, 
Innocent. It is in this view that 
he renounces his right of acting up- th 
on her and directing her reſolution: bb 
but when he is minded to: knowl in 
any thing, he always does knowl A. 
it; becauſe he need only will that - 


it ſhall go 1 as he ſees it, and di- 

olution of his Creature 
according to his Will. Thus be 
um | ſettles 


. 
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ſettles the things which ſnall - hap« 
pen among thoſe Which are poſſible, 
by fixing by his decrees the future 
determinations of the minds of his 
Creatures, and. depriving them of 
the power he hath beſtowed upon 
them of acting or not acting 

If we may preſume to make uſe 
of a compariſon in a thing which 
is above all Compariſons; a Mo- 
narch does not know what his Am- 
baſſador will do in an affair of Im- 
portance: if he thinks fit to know 
it, he need only give him directions 
to behave ſo or ſo; and he may be 
aſſured the thing will happen ac- 
cording to his direction. 

The Alcoran and the Books of 
the Jes conſtantly riſe up againſt 
the Doctrine of Abſolute Preſcience : - 
in them, God every where ſeems ig- 
norant of the future determinations 
of the Mind of Man; and this ſeems 
to be the firſt truth that Moſes taught 


to the World: | FONT A950 | 
God places Adam in the Ter- 2 

reſtrial Paradiſe, upon this condition „ 

that he ſhall not eat of a certain | 
| fruit; 


Pd 
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fruit; an abſurd precept from a Be. 
ing that knew the future determi- 


an Affront which 


57 


nations of the Soul: for in ſhort, 
cou'd ſuch a Being promiſe his Fa- 
vours upon conditions, without in- 
deed bantering the creature to whom 
the Promiſe is made? is juſt as if 
a man that was ſure of the taking of 
Bagdad, ſhou'd tell another; I will 
give you a thouſand Crowns if Bay- 
dad is not taken; wou'd it not be a 


poor ſcurvy Jeſt? 


Paris, the laſt of the Moon | 
Chabban, 1714, 
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LIITTEN LXVII. 
Zelis to Usbek, at Paris. 


e {reve _ e 
is drove per to deſpair, by 
| = it — lately 
ut upon him. A young deſperate 
Block cad named Suphis, for three 
years together ſought his Daughter 
in marriage: he ſeemed pleaſed he 
107) er 
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her Perſon, by the account and de- 

ſcription he had of it from women 
that had ſeen her in her infancy; 
the Portion was agreed upon, 20d 
every thing went on without ob- 
ſtruction. Yeſterday, after the firſt 
Ceremonies, the young maid iſſued 
forth on horſeback, attended by her 
Eunuch, and covered from head to 
foot, according to cuſtom: but 
when ſhe came to her intended 


Husband's houſe, he ſhut. the door | 


upon her, and ſwore he wou'd not 
take her, without they enlarged her 
Fortune. 'The Relations flock'd in 
to make up. the matter; and after 
much perſuaſion, prevailed upon 
Soliman to make his 'Son-in-law a 
ſmall Preſent, At length the Cere- 
monies being all compleated, they 
brought the young Woman to the 
Bed, not without great ſtruggling: 
but an hour afterwards," the Mad» 


man got up in a violent Fury, cut 


her over the face in feveral places, 
ſwearing ſhe was no Maid, and ſent 
her back, to her Father. It is im- 
l | poſſible 


* - — 
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I ſhou'd die with Grief. 


OY 
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or | . 
poſſible to be more confounded than 

e is with this Injury: many affirm 
the poor Girl is innocent. Fathers 
are very unhappy in bi ng liable to 
ſuch Affronts: if my Child ſhou'd 
meet with ſuch treatment, I believe 
From the Seraglio at Fatme, 

the 9th of the Moon Gem- 


madi 1, 1714. 
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4 LETTER LXIX. 
\__  Usbek 0 Telis. 
I Pity Soliman, and ſo much the 


more, as his misfortune is with- 


out remedy, and his - Son-in-law 


has only made uſe of the privilege 
allow'd him by the Law. I own 
I think the Law very ſevere in thus 
expoſing the honour of a Family 
to the caprice of a Madman: tis 4 
jeſt to ſay there are certain rules to 
come at a knowledge of the. T 1 


P ˙ nA tn Bhs 3. | Ao. 


that is an old error which we are 
now cured of, and our. Phyficians 
give unanſwerable reaſons for the 
uncertainty of thoſe proofs. The 
very Chriſtians look upon them to 
be Chimerical, tho! they are plain- 
ly eſtabliſhed in their ſacred Books, 


and their ancient Legiſlator made 
the Innocence or Condemnation of 


all Women to depend upon it. 


I hear with pleaſure the care thou 
takeſt of the education of - thine; - 
God grant that her Husband may 
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find her as pure and as beautiful as 


Fatima: that ſhe may have ten Eu- 


nuchs to wateh. her: that ſhe may 


be the honour and ornament of the 
Seraglio, for which ſhe is decreed 


that ſhe may always have ilded 


Ceilings over her head, and rich 
Tapeſtry under her Feet: and to 


compleat my wiſhes, may my Eyes 


behold her in n EO: 


Paris, the 5th of the Moon £4 
Chalyal, 17114. 
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Lrrix LXX.” 
Ries to Usbek, at * 


4 Was t hes! day in Contplity 
where there was a Man hugely 
Pleaſed with himſelf. Tn a quarter 
of an hour he had decided three 
Queſtions in Morality ;. four Pro- 
blems in Hiſtory ; and five Points 
in natural Philoſophy : I never came 
near ſo . a Decider: his 
mind was never ſuſpended. by the 
leaſt Doubt, We left the Sciences; 


we talk'd of the News of the 
Times; he decided the + News of 
the Times. I had a mind to catch 
him, and I faid to my {elf I will get 
into my 23 Lrerenchnentz 


I will take Shelter in my own 

Country. I talk'd about Perſia: 

but I Had ſcarce ſpoke four words 

but he contradicted me twice, up- 

on the authority of Taverner ant 

Chardin. Good God, quoth I to 
e 


my ſelf, what a ſtrange Fellow is 
898555 this? 


\ 


Perſian Letters. mo ED 


this? He will be better acquainted 
with the Streets of //pahan than I 


am, preſently ! However I ſoon | 


came to my reſolution; I held my 
peace, I let him alone, and he de- 
cides on to this * 


Paris, the 8th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 1715. 


The End of the Firſt Volume: 
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